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The life of Captain Cook, which is the 
subject of the following pages, holds out an 
instructive encouragement to those, who, in 
their conduct through life, always combine 
industry and virtue. 

The young reader wilLperceive from it, 
tliat the humble birth of this illustrious sea- 
man, was no bar to his'advanceraent,tn life ; 
his excellent character, not less than his 
professional skill, always recommended him 
to the notice of his superiors^ and, at last, 
gave him those opportunities, which have 
plained him in the first rank of naval dis* 
coverers. 

Captain Cod&, however, is not known 
to the world merely as one wlu> so much 
increased our knowledge of the geography 
of the Earth — he has left behind him the 
far higher character of having employed 
all his talents in improving the condition, 
and thus advancing the happiness of his 
fellow-creatures. 
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It murt not, however, be snpposeJ from 
Ihis narrative, that every man who wishea 
to rise eminently aboTte his condition, wilt 
always find his honest endeavours crowned 
wi<h success ; that U reserved for those 
whom the Almighty has gifted with extra- 
ordinary talents, and it is our duty to live 
contented with the lot assigned us, but. itis 
hoped to establish this important truth, 
that industry, prudence, honesty, and per- 
severance, are ever sure of being rewarded, 
even in this world — by the ji^ood opinion 
a lid protection of our superiors, and the 
respect and esteem of our equals; and 
though the attainment of such preeminence 
as may enable a man to be a blessing to the 
human race is granted but to few, it, is 
neverthejess in every one's power to be a 
useful member of society, and an example 
to those amongst whom he lives. 
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CAPTAIN JAMES €00K. 



GIIA.P. I. 

CAPTAIN James Caok had no claim to uis* 

tiDction^ on aixount of the lustre of his birth. 

or the ilignity of hi* ancestors. . His father, 

Jaaic6 ,Cpoki was \f\ the humblo .station of a 

f«Trm-8er?ant, and married a woman of tjie 

same rank with himself, .whose christian name 

.was Grace. . Both of them were noted in their 

iieighbourhocd, for their Koiiestyy sobriet)i,and 

diligence, qnalities which >re, estimat^le even 

in the hurnbkst station. At.IVtarton^ in York* 

shire, Captain Cook was 6or/i, on the ^7ih of 

October, 1728. He was. one of nine children, 

_ all of whom died young,.excepting adaughter, 

whp married a fisherman, at Redcar. * He was 

taught to read by Dame W»lker, ,the scImoU 

mi^tressof the village. When he was^ eight 

year* of age, bis father, in consequence .of the 

characterhe had obtained for his industry, frji- 

gaiity, and skill in hus,baDdry, wasappointed 

hpad servant to a (arn[i called Airy Ifolnje, 

near Great Ayton. To this place, therefore. 



lie Tcmoved with his family; and his dou 
James, at his master^ expense, was put to a 
daj school in Ay ton, where he was instructed 
in writing, and in u few. of the first rules of 
arithmetic* 

. Before he was thirteen years of age, he was. 
bound an apprentice to Mr. IV ill iam Sander* 
son,'n haberdasher, at Slaiths, a considerable 
fishing town about ten miles north of Whitby. 
This employment, howevet, was very unsuit. 
able to young Cook*s disposition. The sea was 
the object of his inclination ; and his passion 
for it could not avoid being strengthened by 
the great number of tessels almost constantly 
passing and Yepassing within sight of him, 
between London, Shields, and Sunderland ; 
be prevailed, therefore, on his master to gire 
bim his discharge, and soon after bound liim. 
self for seven years to Messrs^ John and 
Henry Wallier, of Wfiitby, principal owners 
to two ships, whic]i were constantly employed 
in the coal trade. After he was out of his 
time, he continued to serve in the coal and other > 
branches of trade, in the capacity of a com. 
mon sailor ; at length, he was raised to be 
mate of one of Mr. John Walker's ships, and 
some time after^ had an offer of the place of 
captain, which he declined, having resolved, as 
be expressed it, to try his fortune in thejoavy* 
In the spiiog of the yes r 1755, accordingly, 
be went to a rendezvous at Wapping, and 
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entered aboard the Eagle man of war, of sixty 
guns. Sii^Hugb Palliser took the comroaod 
soon after, and foand in her James Cook, 
-whom he soon distinguished to be an able, 
diligent, and well conducted seamen. 

In the course of some time Captain Pal. 
liser received a letter from some respectable 
persons in Scarborough, requesting, if he 
thought Cook deserving of it, that he would 
point out in what manner they might best as* 
aist towards forwarding the young man's pro. 
motion. The Captain, in his reply, did jus. 
tice to Cook's merit, and added, that a mas. 
tor's warrant might, perhaps, be procured for 
bim, by which he^would be-raised to a station, 
that he was well qualified to discharge with 
ability and credit. , 

Such a warrant he obtained on the l^th of 

May, 1759, for the Mercury, which sailed 

shortly after to join .the expedition against 

Quebec, in North America. During that 

Siege, a difficult and dangerous service was 

necessary to be performed. This was to take 

the soundings in the channel of the river St. 

I^wrence, in the very face of the enemy's camp, 

' in order to enable the Admiral to place ships 

against the French Wteries. Captain Pailiser„ 

in consequence of his acqiikintance with Mr* 

' Cook's sagacity and resolution, recommended 

- bim to the service; and he performed it in the 

' most complete mAno^>'* In this business he 

At 



tiras employed daring the night time) for se- 
Teral nights together. At length, ht was dis- 
covered by the enemy who collected a great 
number of Indians and canoes, in a wood near 
the water side, which were launched in the 
^ight, for the purpose of surrounding him, 
and cutting him off. On this occasion, he had 
a very narrow escape. lie was obliged to run 
for it, and pushed on shore on the island of 
Orleans,, near the guard of the English hos. 
pital. Some of the Indians ent«*red. at the 
stern of the boat, as Mr. Cook leaped out at 
the bow ; and the boat, which was a barge 
belonging to one of the ships of war, was 
carried away \n triumph. 

After the expedition to Quebec, Mr. Cook« 
by a warrant from LofdColvill, was appointed 
on the 22d of i^cptemher,. master of his own 
ship, the Northumberland mi|n of war. In 
this station, Mr. Cook's behavioar did not fail 
Co gain him the esteem and friendship of his 
commander. |Ie had received a very indifie. 
rent education, but bein^ sensible that the 
ignorant can never expect to rise, he endea* 
vourcd to remove that deficiency, by unremit. 
ting assiduity in the intervals of leisure whicli 
his employment allowed, The books ofwhicb 
he had the assistance were few in number ; 
but bis industry , enabled him to supply many 
defects, and to make a progress far superior 
to what could be expected froip the a4?aata. 
ges he enjoyed. 



While Mr. Cook wms master of rt(«f Nor- 
thumberUnd, ^.^der I^rd Col.m, Itat bWp 
heme ordered to New f on nd land, in Septem. 
her 1762, he had an .^pbrtunity df neom. 
meDding Mmislfto Adniial (Ihen Captain) 
GrtTes, the gofernor, by the accurate |ffr»eys 
he made of the harbour and coast. This «- 

■ teem wWch Captain Gra.es.had concelwdfor, 
him was confirmed bytte mtimonfej to his 
character, that were gheo By«ll the officer 
underwhom h« serVed. , ' ■' '' " 

Iii the latter end of \TB2,Mn C«* re- 
turned to England ; and on lhe2ist df Decern. 
ber in the Bftme year, married, at Bartiiaj, 
iu Essex, Mis* Elizabeth BaMS, an ahitible 

' and deserving woman, who ■ wa^ jnsUy ^.imied 
to and enjoyed his tenderest regard and af- 
fection. But his station in life and the high 
duties to which be waa Ailed, did not permit 
him to partake of matrlrooniaJ (ehcily, without 
niiny and very long LnterrupfipnS. , 

£arly in the year 1763, it was determliied 
that Captain Graves should g 
GoTernoTof Newfoundland,, , 
was tery. valuable in a comtof 
Captain obUined'an .establish™ 
▼ey ot its coasts ; and kuowji 

' mind, made proposals to him t; 
veyor, to which, notwithstanding his recent 
marriage, he readily and pTudeathr acceded. 
'Accordingly, he went out wiUi the Captain, aa 
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|^rTey#r, and folly juitlfied th« good opinion 
vhich he hud conoeWed of him. Indeed, it 
is a Btriking proof of Mr. Cook's merit, that 
€Tery one be serred under, became afterwards 
bift warmest friend and patron, and neter 
omitted an opportunity of showing the bighest 
opinion of his character and abiliiies. 

During these four years, the leisure which 

bis professional duties allowed him, was em- 
. ployed in the study of mathematics ^nd astro. 

nomy, both of whicb are so necessary to a 
.complete knowledge of seamanship ; and such 

-waVthe assiduity with which he applied him. 

self, that at the period of his final return from 

Kewfovndland in 1767, he had already acqui. 

^ed the character pf being an able mathemati. 

dan. 

. CHAP.n. 

' ShObtlt after Mr. Cook's return to Eng- 
land, an expedition to Otaheite, one of the 
South Sea Islands, was resolved on, for the 
pi]|r^ose of.ObserTtng the passage of the planet 
Venus across the Sun, a point which, it will 
b'e sufficient for the reader to know, was emi- 
nently calculated to adyatce the interests of 
'acience. No person appeared to bis late Ma. 
jesty Gfebrge III. and the Board of Admiralty, 
so well qualified as Cook, to command the 
tessel which was to carry out the obserfcrs. 
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His character^ as has been already stated 
ranked bigb, and he was recommended in the 
warmest manner by his steady frit^nd, Sir Hi^gh 
Palliser, who embraced with pleasure fhis op- 
portunity of rewarding his professional merit^ 
and exemplary character. On this occasion, 
Mr. Cook was promoted to the rank of a 
Lieutenant in the Royal Naty^ his commission 
bearing date, the^5th of May, 1768. 

To ensure as many advantages as possible 
from' an expedition, on which, on account of its 
' iiTiportance, the attention cff Europe was fixed, 
the UeUtenant was accompanied by the late 
Sir Joseph Banks, the venerable President 
of the Royal Society, who may be justly 
styled, the father of the' scientific world, by 
Dr. Solander, the celebrated botanist, and by 
Mr. Green, the astronomer. It is but 
' seldom that distant enterprises have been nn- 
' dertaken, unless for the purposes of avarice 
or ambition ; but on this occasion, the sole 
objects of the expedition, which was likely to 
to prove tedious, fatiguing, and dangerous, 
vrere the advancement of knowledge, and the 
improvement and happiness of those savage 
countries which were to be visited* 

The complement of Lieutenant Cook's sh|p, 

' which was called the Endeavour^ and was of 

' 370 tons burthen, consisted of eighty.four 

persons, besides the commander. Iler victual. 

]|nf was for eighteen months^ and there 
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were put on board of her, ten carriage and 
twelve swivel guns, together with an ample 
store of ammunition, and other necessaries. 
Qn the 30th of July, all things being aboard^ 
the Endeavour sailed down the river, and on 
the 2Gth of August got under weigh from Pl/^ 
mouth Sound. 

Without mentioning the intermediate places 
at which the Endeavour stopped, to take \t\ 
supplies of fresh provisions and water j it will 
suffice to state, that after a yery prosperous 
' navigation, she entered the Strait Le Maire 
on the 14th of January, 1750, on the 11th of 
April arrived in sight of Otaheite, and oo the 
13th, she came to an anchor in Port Royal Bay 
which is called Mata?ia by the natives. As 
the stay.of the English in the island was not 
likely to be very short, and much depended 
o^n the manner in which traffic should be carri. 
ed on with the inhabitants, Lieutenant Cook, 
with great good sense and humanity, drew up 
a set of regulations for the behaviour of his 
people, and gave tt^in command;i that they 
should be punctually observed. 

One of the first things that occupied tl^ 
Ijieutenant's attention, after his arrival at 
Otaheite, was ta prepare for the eiecution 
of his grand commission. For, this purpose^ 
he determined to go on shoce and fix ]upon 
some spot, commanded by the guns qt the 
ship, where he might thr6w up i^ small fort 
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for defence, «nd gAl crery thing readjr for mak- 
' ing the astronomical observation. According- 
ly, he took a party of men, and landed, being 
accompanied by Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, 
and Mr. Green. Th«y soon fixed upon a place 
Tery proper for their design, and which was at 
a considerable distance from any habitation of 
the natiTCS. While the gentlemen were mark- x 
ing out tiie ground which they intended to 
occupy, and seeing a small tent erected, that 
b<^longed to Mr. Banks, a great number of the 
people of the country gathered gradually 
around them, but with no hostile appearance 
as there was not among the Indians a single 
weapon of any kind. Mr. Cook, however, 
intimated that none of them were to come 
within the line he had drawn, excepting one, 
who appeared to |l© i^ chief, and Owhaw, i^ 
itMiTe, >hp attached himself to the English. 
The Lieutenant endeavoured to make these 
two persons understand, that the ^ound which 
had ^)eett marked out, was 9nly wanted to sleep 
^pon for a certain number of nights, and that 
then it would be quitted ; and he was glad to 
find th^t they behaved ijrith a deference and 
respect \vhich were highly pleasing. They sat 
down without the circle j, peaceably and unin- 
terruptedly attending to the progress of the 
business, which was ujpwards of two hours in 
compIetiTig., 
This matter being finished; and Mn Cook^ 
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having appointed thirteen marines and a petty 

officer to guard the tent^ he and the gentlemea 

with^ him, set out upon a little excursion into 

the woods of the country. They had not, 

however^ gone far, before they were brought 

bacli by a very disagreeable event.' One of the 

Indians had watched an opportunity of taking 

the sentry unawares, and had snatched away 

his musket. Upon this, the petty officer who 

commanded the party, and who was a midship* 

man, ordered the marines to fire. With equal 

want of consideration^ and, perhaps, with equal 

inhumanity, 4he men immediately di8charge4 

their pieces s^roong the thickest pf the flying 

crowd, who copsisted of more than a hundred* 

It being observefi that the thief did not fall, he 

was pursued j«nd 3}iotdead. From subsequent 

infprm^ation, it happily appeared that none 

of the natives besides, were either killed Qr 

wounded. 

Lieutenant Cook, who was highly displeased 
with the conduct of the petty officer, used 
every method in his power to dispel the terro^rs 
and apprehensiqns of t^e {ndians, bnt.nQt im« 
mediately With effect. The next morning^ but 
few of the inhabitants were seen upon the 
beachy and not one oi then) came off to the 
ship. In the. eTeqiog, however, when the 
Lieutenant .w«nt, op shor^ with only a boat's 
crew, and some of the gentlemen, between 
tkii^ty and forty of the natives £^t(iered around 
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them, atid trafficked with them, in a frFendJf 
manner, for cocoa.nu(s, and other fruit. 

On the 26th, the Lieutenant mounted six 
SDviYel ^uns upon the fort, on which occstsion, 
he saw, with concern, that the natiTes were 
alarmed and terrified. Some fishermen, who 
lived upon the point, removed to a greater dis. 
taitce; and Owhaw informed the £ngli!<h, by 
signs, of his expectation, that in four days they 
would (ire their great guns. 

The Lieutenant, on the succeeding day, gave 
a striking proof of his regard to justice, and of 

' his care to pieserye the inhabUants from injury 
and violence, by the punishment he inflicted 
on the butcher of the Endeavour, who was 
accused of having threatened or attempted, the 
life of a woman, that was the wife of a chiff, 
remarkable for his attachment to our naviga- 
tors. The butcher wanted to purchase of her^ 
a stone hatch«'t for a nail. To this bargain she 
absolutely refused to accede; upon which the 
fellcTw catched up the hatchet, and threw 
down the nail^ threatening, at the same time, 

' that if she mnde any resistance, he would cut 
her throat with a r^aping.hook, which he had 
in his hand. The affair being reported by Mr. 
Batiks to Lieutenant Cook, he took an oppor- 
tunity, when the chief and his wiff, with others 
of the natives, were on board the ship, to call 
-vp the offender, and, after recapitulating the 
accusation, aud proof of it, to give orders for 
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hh immefliate punUhnif'iit* Wljile the t)utcher 
VI H^ stripped, and tied up to the rigging, the 
1 lid innti preserved a fixed attention,, and >vyitjed 
for the event i«i sjleut susp^^nst*. But as soo|i 
as the first stroke was indicted, such wa^ ti)H 
hfimanily of tb*»se people, that they interfered 
with great agitation, and earji^stly intreated 
that ih** rest of the punishment might be .re» 
mitted. To tins, howt-v«»i;, the Lieutenant, for 
various reasons, could not grant his consent; 
and, when they found that their intercessions 
vftre ineffectual, they manifested their compas- 
sion by tears. ' 

J he Lieutenant, and (he rest of the gen- 
tlemen, had hitherto, with a laudable discre. 
tion, bartered only beads for bread.fruit, 
1 cocoa-nuts, and other provisions. 'But the 
. market becoming slack, they WHr#» obliged^ for 
the first time, on ihe eightli of May, to bring 
out their naiis : and such was die etl'ect of this 
new commodity, fhat one of th** smallest size, 
ivhich was about four i:ich»fS long, procured 
.twenty cocoa, nuts, and breaii-fiuit in pro- 
portion* 

As the day approached for executing the 
grand purpose of (he voyage, it will be sup. 
posed that lieutenant Cook felt great anxiety 
lest any thing should prevent the observation 
froiA being successfully made; to have accon[i« 
plished such a voyage fruitlessly, would haye 
been, to him and his companions^ ft cruel 
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cffsaippolntment, and yet itic!l\ a failure must 
Jiare occurred, had the weather be^n unfavour- 
able. They could not sleep in peace the pre- 
ceding night: but their appreh*»nsion8 wvre 
happily ren)o>^ed by the sun's rising, on the 
morning of the third of June, without a cloud. 
The weather C9ntinued with equal clearness 
throughout the whole of the day ; so that the 
obserTations were successively made, as well 
at the obserratory, as upon a neighbouring 
island, whither a party had been sent for that 
j>urpo9e. 

A valuable employment of Mr. Banks, was 
the planting of a great quantity of the seeds of 
Water-melons, oranges, lemons, limes^ and other 
plants and trees, which he had brought froip 
Rio de Janeiro, with the benerolent design of 
adding these fruits to the native vegetable pro* 
ductions of the place. 

Lieutenant Cook now began t» prepare for 
)iis departure ; previous to which, however, 
lie found himself if*v«rlved in » dispute with 
the natives, from which nothing but the great- 
est pnwfctice on his part could have extricated 
Mm. In the middle of the night, between the 
eighth and ninth of July, Clement Webb and 
Samuel Gibson, two of the marines, went pri- 
vately from the fort. As thfcy weie not to be 
found in the morning, JVIr. Cook wai apprehen- 
' sive that they Intended to st^y belund ; but 
being unwilling to eodangeir the harmony and 
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ad-will "which at preseht subsisted bc^tween 
r people and the natives, be determined to 
lit a day for the chance of the men's return* 
, to the great concern of the Lieutenant, 
} marines were not come back on the morn. 
[ of the tenth, inquiry was. made after them 

the Indians, who acknowledged that each 
them had taken a wife, and had r^solvfd 
become inhabitants of the country^ After 
ne deliberation, two of the natives under- 
)k to conduct such persons to the place of the 
5erters» retreat, as Mr, Cook should think 
>per to send; and, accordingly, h^ dispatched 
th the guides a petty officer^ and the corpoial 

the marines. As it was of the. utmost 
portance to recover the me^n, and to do 
>peedily, it was intimated to several of the 
efs who were in the folrt, with their wives, 
it they would not be permitted to leave 
till the fugitives were returned; and the 
untenant had the pleasure of observing, 
Lt they recdved the intimation with very 
le tndidatiohs of alarm* While this trans. 
Jon took place at the fort, our commander 
It Mr. Hicks in the pinnace to fetch Too-, 
lah, another chief, on board the ship. Mr. 
ok had reason 'to expect, if the Iiidiaa 
id«;s proved faithful, that the deserters, and 
»se who went in search of them would rc- 
n before the evening. Being disappointed, 

suspicious increased^ and thiuking it not 
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safp, when the night approached^ . to let the 
persons whom he hitd detained as hostages 
continue at the fort, he ordered them to be 
takeil on board the Endeavoar ; a circumstance 
which excited so general an alarm, that several 
ofthem, and especially the women, expressed 
their apprehensions with great emotion, and 
many tears. Webb, about nine o'clock, was 
brought back t)y some of the natives, who de. 
rfared that Gibson, and the petty officer and 
corporal, would not be restored till Tootahah 
should be set at liberty. Lieutenant Cook now 
found that the tables were turned upon him ; 
but, having proceeded too far to retreat, he^ im-' 
mediately dispatched Mr. Hicks in the long boat, 
with a strong party of men, to rescue. the pri* 
soners. Tootahah was, at the same timein- 
forme'], that it behoved him to send some of his 
people. wi|h them, for the purpose o/ affording 
them efiectual assistance. With this iiljunction 
he readily complied, and the.prisoners ^3^9^'%» 
stored without the leant opposition. 6llr|i|(e 
next day, they were brought back to the sfaif^,) 
upon which the chiefs were released from thevf^ 
confinement. Thus ended an affair, which had: 
given the Lieutenant a great deal of trouble 
and concern. It appears^ however, that the 
measure which he pursued, was the result of 
an absolute necessity ; since it was only by the 
setsure of the chiefs' that he could have recover* 
ed his Q|eu» 



Tupta was one of the natives who had so par. 
ticularly devoted himself to the Kagtish, that 
he had scarcely e?er been absent from them^ 
during the whole of th^ir stay at Otaheite. 

To his knowledge of the habits and manners 
of his countrymen', he added great experience 
in navigation', & a particular acquaintance wltli 
the number and situation of the neighbouring 
islands. This man had often expressed a de- 
sire to go with oMr navigators, and when they 
w<'re ready to ilepart, h«* came on board, with 
a boy about thirteen years of age, and ihtreated 
that he might be permitt^^d to proceed with 
them on their voyage. To have such a person 
ill the Kudeavour, was desirable on many ac. 
counts ; and, therefore, Lieutenant Coolcgiadij^ 
acceded to his proposal. 

' On the I3th of July, the English weighed 
anchor ; and as soon as the ship was under sail«, 
the Indians on board took their leave, and 
wept, with a decent and siUut sorrow, in which 
there was something very striking and tend«<r. 
Tupia sustained himself in this scene with a 
truly admirable firmness and resolution: for^ 
though he wept, the effort he made to conceal 
his tears concurred, with them, to do him ho« 
Mour. * , 

The Endeavour, on the 16th, being close ia 
with the north west part of lluaheine, some ca- 
noes soon came off, in one of which was the 
King of the island, and his wife. Atiirstthe 
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people seemed afraid ; but, upon seeing Tupia, 
their appr/'henslons were in part remored, uttdt^ 
hi Wtigih^ i;. consequence- of frequent ami ear«i 
nesdy repeated assurancett of friendsbip, their 

[ Majesties, and several otliers, ventured on board 
the ship. When they had be<!om4! morefaini«, 
' liar J Mr. Cook was giveu to understand, that 
the king was called Oree, and that he proposed 
as a mark of amily^ their making an e&change 
of their names. To (his our commanfi**r rea. 
dtly consented ; and, during the lemaiuderof 
their being togethl^r, the Lieutenant Has Oiee, 

I and tii:J Mujesty was Cookee. 

\ After a tedious navigation of some days. 
Lieutenant Cook came to an anchor on the 1st 

! of August, in a harbour^of th** isJland of Utlt'tea, 
ntie of the same group^ in which Otaheite is si. 
tuated, and to which he gave the name of the 
Sandwich Islands, in honour of his patron, the 
first l^ord at the Admiralty Board 

On the dih of August, Opoony, the ktng 
of these islands, sent Mr. Cook a pieseut (>f 
three hogs, some fowls, and several pieces of 
cloth, of uncommon length, together with a 
considarable quantify of plaintains, cocoa nuts, 
and other refreshment. TIms present was ac. 
companied with a message, that, on the next 
day, he intended to pay our commander a visit* 
Accordingly, on thc^th, the Lieutenant and 
the rest of tho gentlemen all staid at home, in 
expectation of the important visiter ; who did 
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a«t, howerer make his appearance, but sent 
three ?ery joung girls as his messengers, te 
demand something in return for his present.* 
In the afternoon, as the great King would 
not go <to the English, the English determined 
to go to the groat King. From the' account 
which had been given of him, as beinga great 
conqueror, and the tenor of all his neighbours, 
Lieutenant Cook and his companions ex« 
pected to see a young and vigorous chief, 
with an intelligent countenance, and the marks 
of an enterprising spirit ; ^instead of which,, 
they found a feeble old man, withered and 
decrepid, half blind with age, and so sluggish 
and stupid, that he scarcely appeared to be 
possessed even of a common 'degree of under* 
standing. 

On the 0th of August, our voyagers resumed 
their course, and on -the sixth of October, dls« 
covered land, which was afterwards found to 
be a part of New Zealand. 

De'utenant Cook, having anchored on the 
eighth, in a bay at the entrance of a small 
river, went on shore in the evening, with the 
pinnace and yawl, accompanied by Mr. Banks 
and Dr. Solander^ and attended, by a party of 
men. When they came near the place whene 
the Indians were assembled, the latter all 
ran liway ; and the gentlemen, having left 
fobr boys to take care of the yawl, walked 



45 

up to seTeral huts, which werU about two or 
three huadred yards from the water side.--^ 
They had not gone Y^ry far, when four men, 
armed with long ^apces, rushed out of the 
woods, and running up to attack the boat, 
would certainly hare cut'her off, if they had 
not been discovered by the people in the pin« 
. nace, who ealted to the boys to drop down 
the stream. . The boys instantly obeyed ; but 
being closely pursued by the natives, the 
cockswain of the pinnace, to whom the charge 
pf the boats was committed, fired a musket 
o7er their heads. ., At this they stopped, and 
looked around them ; but their alarm speedily 
subsiding, they brandished their lances in a 
threatening manner, and in a few minutes re^ 
newed the pursuit. The firing of a second 
musket over their heads did pot draw from 
them any notice. At last, one of them having 
lifted up his spear to dart it at the boat, 
another piece was fired, by which he was 
shot dead. At the fall of their associate^ 
the three remaining Indians stood for a while 
motionless, and seemed petrified with astonish* 
ment. No sooner had they recovered them, 
selves, than they went back, dragging after 
them the dead body, which, howcTer, they 
were obliged to leave, that it might not retard 
their flight. Lieutenant Cooky and his friends, 
who had straggled at a little distance from 
each other, were drawn together upon the 

B 
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r«>port of the first musket, anil returned 
speedily to the boat, in wUich having crn8s»>d 
* ^lie.rivcr, they soon beheld the Indian lying 
dead upon, the ground. After their return to 
the ship^ they could hear the people on shore 
talking Mrith great earnestness, anU in a very 
Ltffud tone of vot<'e. 

Not Withstanding ;this disaster, the Lieute. 
nan t, being d«'sirous^ of establishing .an iiiter-- 
rourse with the natives, ordered, on the follow., 
ing^day, three boats to be manu^'d, and pro- 
cfred^d towards the shore, accompanied by 
Tupia. About ^(ty of the inhabitants seemed 
to wait for thfir landri^, having ^(^ated them- 
selves upon the ground, on the opposite side 
of the river. This being regarded as ^ siga 
of fear, Mr. Cook advanced towards them ;; 
but had not gone many paces, before all the 
Indians started up, and every man prmluced 
either a'long pike, or a small weapon of green 
talc. Though. Tupia called to ^hem in the 
language of Otaheite, they only answered by 
nourishing their weapons, and making signs 
for the gentlemen to depart. On a musket^s 
being rired wide of them, they desisted from 
heir threats ; and our commander, who had 
prudently retreated till the marines could be 
landed, again advanced towards them,. wit|^ 
his companions. Tupia was a second time 
directed to speak .to thent, and it was per. 
i^tih^d with great., pleasure, that he was 



pprfecfif understood, hU and thef r Iftn^aagii 
being the same, excepting only in a diversity of 
dial«*ct. He informed them, that oor voyagers 
only wanted provision and water, in exchange 
for iron, the properties of which he explained, 
as far as he was able. Though the natives 
seemed wilting to trade, Tupia was sensible, 
during the course of his conversation witii 
them ; that their intentions were unfriendly ; ^ 
an^ of this he repeatedly wari^ed the English* 
gentfemen. " 

This hostility at last became so apparent, 
tfiat the Lieutenant, finding that nothing, at 
this place could be done with those people, 
and that the water in the river was salt, 
proceeded in the boats, round the head of 
the bay, in search of fresh water. » 

A few days after,^ a circumstance occurred, 
which showed how ready the inhabitants of 
New Zealand were, to take advantage of our 
navigators. In a large armed canoe, which 
came boldly along.side Ofthe ship, wasamaa 
who had a black skin thrown over him, some- 
what itke that of a bear. Mr. Cook being.de. 
sirous of knowint; to what animal it originally 
belonged, offered the Indian, for it a^i^ce of 
red baizes WiHt this bargain he seeined to be 
greatly pleased, immediately pulling off the 
»kiii, and holding it up in the boat, tie would 
not, however, part with it till he had the cloth 
in his possessifon ; aud aa there could be no 
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transfer of'property), if equal caution slmuld 
be exercised, oa^ both sides, the Lieutenant 
ordered the baize to be delivered into his 
hands. Upon this^ instead of sending up the 
skin, he began with amazing coolness, to pack 
up both. that and the cloth, whibhhe,had re- 
ceived as the pqrchase of it, in a basket; 4ior 
did he pay the least regard to Mr. Cook's de- 
mand or remonstrances, but soon after put. off 
from the English vessel. Our commander 
was too generous to revenge this insult by any 
act of severity. 

On the 8th November, Mr. Cook was n«ar 
^n island which he called the Mayor, the in. 
habitants of which displayed many instances 
of hostility, and, in their traffic with our n^vi. 
gators, committed various acts of fraud and 
robbery. As the Lieutenant intended to con- 
tinue in the place five or six days, in order to 
make Astrononucal observations, it was ab. 
solutely necessary, for the prevention of future, 
mischief, to convince tii^se people that the 
English were not to be ill-treated with im- 
punity. Accordingly, some small shot were 
fired at a thief of uncommon insolence, and a 
musket*baU was discharged through the bot- 
tom of his boat« Upon this, it was paddled to 
about a hundred yards distance; and, to the 
surprise of Mr. Cook and ^is friends, the 
Indians in the other canoes tobk not the least 
notice of their wounded companion, though he^ 
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•bled Tery mach, but retarned to tbesKip, .and 
continoed to trade, with the most perfect in. 
difference and unconcern. For a considerable 
time they dealt fairly. At last however, ot\% 
of them thought lit to moye off ifith twb diffe* 
rent pieces of cloth, which had been ji^iven for 
the same weapon. When he had gotten to 
such a distance that he thought himself secure 
of his prizes, a musket was fired after him, 
which fortunately struck the boat just at the 
water^s edge, and made two holes in her side. 
This excitetl such an alarm, that not only the 
people who were shot at, but all the rest of the 
canoes, made off with the ut;nost eipedition. 
As the last proof of superiority, our com- 
mander ordered a round shot to bis fired oyer 
them, and the effects of the flash, the noise, 
and the bounding of the ball was, ' that Dot a 
boat stopped till they got to land. ' 

lu the range from Isle of Mayor, several ca- 
noes, on the l>)th, put off from different places, 
and advanced towards the Endeavour. When 
two of these canoes, in which there might be 
about 60 meii, came within the reach of thef 
human voice, the Indians sung their war song ; 
but seeing that little notice was taken of them, 
they threw a few stones at the English, and 
thien rowed off towards the shore. \vi a short 
time, Kowever^ they returned, as if with a fi\ed 
resolution to provoke our voyagers \p a battle, 
auimatlnf themselves by their song as they 
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had done before. It v^as on this occasion, that 
Tupia exhibiud proofs of discretion and good 
sense, which deserve to be related ; without 
any directions from the gentlemen of the En. 
deavour, he began to expostulate with the 
natives, and told them that our people had 
weapons, which could destroy them in a mo- 
ment. Their answer to this expostulation was, 
in their own Janguage, ^^ Come on Shore, and 
<^ we will killyoo all. " <« Well, " replied Tupia, 
^^ but v^hy should you molest ns while we are 
^^ at sea? As we do not wish to fight, we shall 
^' not accept your challenge to come on shore ; 
'^ and here, there is no pretence for a quarrel, 
^^ the sea beiug no more your property than 
^^ the ship." This eloquence, which greatly 
surprized Lieutenant Cook and his: friends, as 
they had not suggested to Tupia any of the 
arguments he made use of, produced no effect 
upon the minds of the Indians, who soon re. 
newed their attack. The oratory of a musket, 
which was fired through one of their boats, 
but so as not to hurt one of them, quelled their 
courage, and sent them instantly away. 

Ou the ^9tb of November, Lieutenant Qook, 
Mr. Banks, Dr. Soiander, and others with 
them, were in a situation -somewhat critical add 
alarming. Having landed upon an island in 
the neighboured of Cape Bret^ they were, in 
a few minutes, surrounded by % or 3uO people* 
Though the lodiani^ were all armed^ they C9me 
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jonin so confused and •straggling a' mailiier^ 
that it did'DOta{^;>ear that any injary was in^ 
tended by them ; and the EngUsb gentlemen 
were determined that hostilities shonld nolk 
begin on their part* At first., the patires co.d. 
tinned quiet ; but their weapons Were held 
r^eady to strike, and they seemed to bp rather 
irresolute than peaceable. While the LieatQ- 
nant and his friends remained in thit'State of 
suspense, another party of Indians came Itp ; 
and the boldness of the whole body being in- 
creased by this augmentation of their numborS) 
they began the dance and song, which aro th^r 
preludes to a battle. An attemptthat wu made 
by a number of them, to set^e the tiro, boats 
which had brought our vi^yagers to laad^ ap« 
peared to be the signal for a general attack.^^* 
It now became necessary for Mr.' G6ok to 
- exert himself wltb vigour. According!)^,' he 
discharged his musket, which was loaded'With 
• small shot^ at ^ne of the most forward of the 
' assailants, and Mr. Banks, and two of onr 
men fired immediately afterwards. Thotigh 
this made the natives fall ba<^ in some confn. 
sion, one of the xhiefa, who was at the 
^ distance of about twenty yards, had, ^feclhe- 
. less, the oourage to rally them, and falling 
^ loodly.tQ hisxompaniohs^ led them en to; the 
charge^ ' Dr. Setander instantly^ d^dkwtg^d 
hiS'pi^ce'at. this champion, whK), lipoB -feeU 
ing the dhot, stopjii^d shorty ^nd than 'rai| 



tf.wii)r with the rest of his covntrymeA. Still, 
hdwever, they did not disperse, but got upon 
tisiog ground, and seemed only to want some 
leader of resolution to renew the assault.^- 
Wltile our people were in this doubtful situ, 
atioo, which lasted about a quarter of an hoi^r, 
the ship, from which a much greater number 
of natives were seen than could be discovered 
On shore, brought her broadside to bear, and 
etitirely dispersed them, by firing a few shot 
- orer their heads* In this skirmish, only two 
. of them were hurt with the sihall shot, and 
not a single life was lost ; a case which would 
not have happened, if Lieutenant Cook had 
not humanely restrained his met^* 

On the same day, Mr. Cook displayed a 

very exemplary act of discipline. Some of 

' the ship's people, who, when the natives were 

to be punished for a fraud, were inflexible ia 

' deiAanding justice, thought fit to break into 

1' one of their plantations, and to dig; up a quan. 

tity of potatoes. For this, the Lieutenant or. 

dered each of them to receire twelve lashes, 

after which two of them were released. But 

the thhrd, in a singular strain of morality, 

inaiited upon it, that it was no crime in an 

Englishman to plunder an Indian plantation. 

• The method taken by our commander was, 

. perhaps, the only one Isuch a man would have 

. listened to, it was to send him back to his 

. confinement, and not to permit him to be 
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released till he had been panisbed with Ux lukok 

more. . * . 

Nothing remarkiible occurred between ' the 
5th. Decf^mber, wh^n the. £i\deavour wt4§hed 
anchor from New ^e^land, and the 13tb of 
/Januarfr; on the latter day, however^ the oe<* 
remony was performed .of giving a name taaa 
inlet, where onr iroyagcrs bad laia for s^me 
time, iifter quitting this inhospitable part 
of the coast, and of erecting a memorial of 
the visit which they had nade to tbU plaee. 
The carpenter having prepai?ed twQ..f)t^t4 lor 
the purpose, our commander ordered them to 
be inscribed with the ghip's name, and the 
dates of the yeaT^ and the monfh*- One of 
. these he set* dp at the watering-place, holstihg 
the union flag upon the top 'of it; and the 
other he carried over to the island that ties 
nearest the sea, and which is called by ^e 
natives, Motuara. He went first, acfcompa. 
nied by Mr. Monl^house,' and Tupia, <t6 the 
neighbouring village, where he met with -an 
old man, who had maintained a friendly inter- 
course with the English. To this ^cdd man, 
and several Indians besides, the Lieutenant, 
by means of Tupia, explained his deaigns, 
which he informed them, was to. erect a mark 
upon the island, in order ta show to any mother 
ship which should happen to come thither, 
that our navigators had been th«re before* To 
this th^ inhabitants ^eadily^ o^nsenfead' and 
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jirmAui thftt tliey never would pull it down: ^ 
lie then ga? e something to eirery one present^ 
flbd to the old man a stiver three.pence, and 
some spike nails, with the king's broad ariow 
out deep uport them. These w^re thfngs which 
Mr. Coek thought we^e the most likely to be 
long preserved. After this, he conveyed the 
post to the highest part of the island; and, 
having fited it firmly in the ground, hoisted 
vpoff It the union flag, and honoured (he inlet 
"with the name of Queen Charlotte's Sound, 
in honour of .her late Majesty. At the same 
time, hfi took formal possession of this and 
the adjacekit country, in the name and for 
the use oT his Majesty King George the 
Third. The ceremony was concluded by the 
gentlemen's drinking a bottle of wine to her 
Majesty's health; and the bottle being given 
to the old man who had attended them up the 
hill, he was highly delighted with his present. 
The yottng reader, peihap^, might inquire, 
' on what ground Lieutenant Conk could take 
formal possession of this part of New Zea- 
land, in the name, and for the use^ of the Idng 
of Great Britain, when the country was a1. 
ready inhabited, and of course belonged to 
those by whom it was occupied. To. this, the 
best answer seems to be, that the Lieutenant,, 
in the ceremo^ny performed by him, had no 
intention to deprive ihe inhabitants of their 
.Batbal rights, but only to preclude the claims 
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the auspices, and for the benefit of, their re^ 
j^ective states or kingdoms, might form pre- 
tensions, to which thej were not entitled by 
prior discovery. 

On die 31«t of March, our commander 
having sailed from Cape Fare wet in New Zea* 
l<ind,.and pursued his voyage to the westward. 
New Holland^ or as it is now called, NewSoutk 
Wales, came in sight on the i 0th of April; 
and on the 28th of that month, the ship an« 
chored in a Bay, to which, from the number 
of plants which were discovered growing on 
the adjoining shore, he gave the name of Bo. 
tany Bay, This, it is well known is the place 
to which Criminals are banished^ wiien their 
oifence is npt so great as to be punishable by 
death, though it renders them unworthy of 
remaining any longer at home, to be a disgrace 
and terror to their fellow countrymen. 

1 D the afternoon, the boats were manned ; 
and Lieutenant Cook and his friends, having 
Tupia of their party, set out from the £ndea» 
A^oun They intended to land where they had 
seen aome Indians, and i^egaa to hope, that at 
ihc^se Indians hitd paid no regard to the ship, 
'wheu the came rnto the bay, they would be as 
-unattentive- to the advances of the English 
towards the shore. In this, however, thef 
were, disappoiated } for as' soon as they ap« 
proadied the rooks, two of the men euu$ 
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clown upon them to dispute their landing, and 
the rest ran awaj. These champions, i/vho 
-were armed with lances about ten feet long, 
called to our nayigators in a Terjr loud tone, 
and in a harsh language, of which even Tupia 
did not understand a single word. At the same 
time, they brandished their weapons, and 
seemed resolred to defend their coast to the 
utmost, though they were but two to forty. 

The Lieutenant, who could not but admire 
their courage, aud who was unwilling that hos- 
tilities should comraeoce with such inequality 
of force on their side, ordered his boat to lie 
upon their oars. . He and the other gentlemeii 
then parleyed with them by signs ; aud, to ob- 
tain their good* will, he threw them nails, 
beads, and several trifles besides, with which 
they appeared to be well pleased. After this, 
our Conunander endeavoured to make them 
understand that he wanted water, and at. 
tempted to conyince them, by all the methods 
in his power, that he had no injurious design 
against them. Being williug to interpret the 
'Waving of their hands into an invitation to pro. 
ce6d, , the boat put in to the shore; but no 
sooner was this perceiyed, thau it was opposed 
by the iwo^ Indians,^ one of whom seemed to 
be. a youth, about 1 9 or 20 years old, and the 
crther^a man of middle age. The only re. 
•ource now left for Mr. Cook, was to fire a 
iDttsket between Ihesi whkh being done, they « 
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retreated,. % few yardu, after, irhlch tbe 
youngest of them dropped a baadle of lances 
on the rock, but recollecting himself in an ia« 
stant, he snatched them up again in great 
haste. A stone was then thrown at the Eng. 
lish, upon which, the Lieutenant ordered a 
musket to be fired with smalUshot* This 
struck theelsde&t upon the legs, and he imme- 
diately ran to one of the houses, which was 
at al>out a hundred yards distance. Mr. 
Cool^, who now hoped that the contest was 
over, instantly landed with his party ; but thejr 
had scarcely quitted the boat, when the Indian 
returned, having only left the rock to fetch a 
shield or target, for his defence. As soon as he 
came up, he and his comrade threw each of 
them a lance in the midst of our people, but 
happily without hurting a single person. At 
the firing of a third musket, one of the two 
men darted another lance, and then both of 
them ran away. * After this, the gentlemen re. 
paired to the huts, and threw into the house^ 
where the children were, some beads, ribbons, 
pieces of cloth, and other presents. These 
they hoped would procure them the good will 
of the inhabitants. Wlien, however, the 
Lieutenant and his companions returned the 
next day, they had the mortification of finding 
that the beads and ribbons which they had left 
the night before, had not been removed frdm 
their plaGeiy aiid^hat not ap Indian was to bt 
seen* a 



''^On the first of May, otir commanded Ve- 
Vblyed to make an excursion into the courUry. 
Accordingly, he, Mr. Banks, Dr. Solandef, 
^and seven others, all of them properly accou. 
"tred for the expedition, set out, and' repaired 
first to the huts near the watering place, whi- 
ther sofne of the India'ns continued everyday 
"to report. Though the little presents which 
had been left there before, had not yet been 
taken ' away, our gentlemen added others 
of still greater value, consisting of cloth, 
beads, combs, and looking glasses. After 
'this, they went up' into the country, the face 
of which is finely diversified by wood and 
lawn. The soil they found to be either swamp, 
or light sand. 

While the Lieutenant, and his friends,' were 

upon this excursion, Mr. Gore, who had been 

sent out in the morning to dredge for oysters, 

having performed that service, dismissed his 

' boat, and taking a midshipman with him, set 

* out to join the waterers by land. In his way, 

\ he fdU in with a body of, two a6d tvrenty 

Indian^, who followed him^ and were often at 

'no greater distance than that of twenty yards. 

When he perceived them so near, he »toppe<{, 

and faced about, upon which they likewise 

stopp^-d ; and wiien he went on again, they 

continued their pursuit But though they 

were all armed \vith lances, they did not attack 

Mr; Gere; lo that he aad the midshipm&L* 



gsi, in safety to. the watering* place. Whea 
tbe natives came in sight of the main bodj of 
the English, th^y halted, at about the distance 
of a quarter of a mile, and stood still. By 
this, Mr. Monkhouse, and two or three of the 
waterers were encoo raged to march up to 
them ; but seeing the Indians keep their 
ground, they were seized with a sudden fear, 
which Is not uncommon to the rash and fooU 
Jiardy, and made a hasty retreat Four of 
the Indians immediately ran forward,. and dts. 
charged their lances, at the fugitives, with such 
force, thai they went beyond them. Our people, 
recovering their spirits, stopped to collect the 
lances upon which the natives, in their turn, 
began to r&tire. At this time, Mr. Cook came 
up with his companions, and being desirouH of 
convincing the Indians, that they were neither 
afraid of them nor designed to do them any 
injury, they advanced towards them, endea- 
vouring, by signs of expostulation, and en. 
treaty y to engage them to an intercouse, but 
without effect. 

On the 6th of May, our navigators set sail 
from Botany Bay, and continued till the ^lOth 
of June, coasting along the eastern side of New 
Holland, without meeting with any remark, 
able occurrence ; On this latter day, however, 
as the Endeavour was pursuing her course, 
from a bay, to which the name of Trinity Bay 
iiad been given, she fell into a situatioa at 

c2 
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ciitical and dangerous as any that is recor^kd 
in the history of navigation. The ship had the 
advantage of a fine breeze, and a clear moon- 
light night; and in standing off from siS: till 
near nine o'clock, she had deepened her water 
from fourteen to twenty.one fathoms : but 
while our navigators were at supper, it suddenly 
shoaled, and tiiey fell into twelve, ten, and 
eight fathoms, within the compass of a few 
mimites. Mr, Cook immediately ordered every 
man to his station, and all was ready to put 
about, and come to an anchor, "when deep wa. 
ter being met with again, at thp next cast of 
the lead, it was concluded that the vessel had 
gone over the tail of the shoals, which had 
been seen at suti.set, and that the^danger was 
now over. However, a little before eleven^ 
the water shoaled at once from twenty to se- 
venteen fathoms, and before the lead could be 
cast again, the ship struck, and remained im« 
moveable, excepting &o far as she was influ* 
enced by the^ heaving of the surge, that beat 
her against the crags of the rock, upon which 
she lay. A few moments brought every person 
upon deck, with ^countenances, suited to the 
horrors of the situation. As our people knew^ 
from the breeze which they had in the evening, 
that they could hot be very near the shore, 
there was too much reason to conclude that* 
they were upon a rock of coral, which on 
iLGooant of tli^ sharpness of iti. points, and 



41 

the roughness of its surface, is more fatal than 

•nj other. On examining the d^pth of water 

rouod the ship, it was speedtiy discovered that 

the misfortune of our voyagers was equal to 

their apprehensions. The vessel had been 

lifted over a ledge of the rock, and lay in a 

hollow within it, in some places of which 

hollow, there were from three to four fathoms, 

•nd m others not so many feet of watt'r. To 

coorplete the scene of distress, it appeared, 

from the light of the moon, that the sheath. 

ing boards from the bottom of the ship were 

floating away all round her, and at last her 

false keel; so tHatievery moment was making 

way for the whole company's Mng swallowed 

up, by the rushing in of the sea. There was 

now Ro chance but to lighten her, and the 

opportunity had unhappily b^en lost, of doing 

it to the hest advantage : for as the Endeavour 

fcad gone ashore, just at high water, and by 

this time it had considerably fallen^ she would, 

when lightened, be but in the same situatioo 

as at irst. The only alleviation of this cir. 

curostance was, that as the tide etched, the 

Tessel settWd to the rocks, and was not beaten 

against them with so much violence. Our 

people had, indeed, some hopes from the next 

tide though it was doubtful -whether the 

ship would hold together so long, especially 

as the rock kept grating part of her bottom 

with such foroe^as to be heard in the fore 

cS 
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store- room. No eflVirt, howtrer, was Ttmxii^A 
from despair of success. That no ti»P€ might 
I)** losfj the water was immt»diat«»ly started io 
,th«* hold, and pumped up; six g^ns, bein^ 
alt that were upon the deck, a quantity of 
iron and stone ballast, casks, hoop.staves, oiU 
jars, decayed stores, and a vari^'ty of things 
besides, were thrown over-board with the ut. 
most expedition. Every one exerted himstlf, 
not only without muri.^uring or disconteat, 
but even with an alacrity, which almost' ap. 
proaclied to cheerful n*»ss. Nor did this prou 
ceed from insensibility to the horrors of their 
situation, they were fully aware, that a few 
minutes might take away every hope of e«. 
cape, and felt all that seriousness, which^ 
the 'near approach of death never fails !• 
inspire. 

While Lieutenant Cook, and all the people 
about him, were thus employed, the open- 
iug of the morning of the 11th of June pre. 
sented them with a fuller prospect of their 
danger.. The land was seen by them at about 
eight leagues dista^nce, without any island in 
the intermediate space, upon which, if the ship 
h«id gone to pieces, they might have been set 
ashore by the boats, and carried thence by 
different tur4is to the main. Gradually, how. 
ever, the wind died away, and early in the 
forenoon it became a dead calm ; a circuro* 
BtaiiM peculiarly happy in tb« order oC 
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Dirine ProYtdence; for if it had b]owD.4i«r(!4 
the,ve8s«l mus( inevitably iiaT» been destroyed. 
High.wat^r bring rxpe<;t6d at eUveii tit the 
morning, and eTery thing b^iftj^ made ready 
to beave her off it ^sne s5oaid tloai^ to the in* 
expressible surprise and concern of owr navi* 
gatorSy so much did the day.tide fall short of 
that of the n^bt, that thoogli they had light- 
ened the ship Nearly fifty totis^ she did not float 
by a foot and a half. Hence it'beca me neces« 
•ary to lighten her still more, and every thing 
was thrown overboard that couid possihl-y bo 
spared. Hitherto the Elndf^avoiir had not ad* 
mttted much water; but as the tide fell, it 
rushed in so fast, that she could scarcely bo 
kept free, though two pumps were incesshntly 
worked. There were now no "hopes but from 
the tide at miOn^t; to prepare for taking 
advantage of which, the n^ost vigorous. efforts 
Were exerted. About five bVlock in tha 
afternoon^ the tide be^an to risp, bat, at the 
same time, the. leak increased to ^a most 
alarming degree. Two more pumps, there* 
fore, Were manned^ one of which unhappily 
would not work. Three ' pumps, however^ 
were kept going, and at nine o'clock, the ship 
righted. Nevertheless, the leak had gained 
so considerably upon her, that it was imagined 
she must go to the bottom, as soon as she 
Ceased to be supported by the rock. It 
was, indotd a dreadful airci^nstanec to oof 
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CommaBder and h\» people^ that they were 
obliged to anticipate the floating of the vessel, 
not as an earnest of their deliverance, hut as 
an event which probably would hasten their 
destruction. They knew that their boats were 
not capable of carrying the whole of them OQ 
shore. Some of them were sensible that if 
they should escape to the main land, they 
were likely to suffer more upon the whole, tjian 
those who' would be left on board to perish in 
the waves. The latter would only be eKposed 
to instant death; whereas the former, when 
they got on shore, would have no lasting or 
effectual defence against the natives, in a part 
oT the country where even nets and fire-arms 
could scarcely furnish them with food. 

The dreadful moment which was to detei> 
mine the fate of our voyagers now drew on; 
and every one saw^ in the countenances of his 
companions, the picture of his own sensations. ' 
^ot howeirer, giving way to despair, but 
trusting in Providence, ihe Lieutenant ordered 
the capstain and windldss to be manned 
with as many hands as could be Spared from 
the pumps, and the ship having floated about 
twenty minutes after ten o'clock, the grand 
effort Yfds made, and she was heaved into deep 
water. It was no small consolation to find, 
that she did not vow admit more water than 
she had done when upon ihe rock« By the 
gjkmia^y Indeed^ of the leak upon the pumps^ 
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fliri^ feet and nine inches of water vere io the 
hold ; notwithstanding which, the men did not 
relinqnish their labour. Tiias they held the 
water as it were at bay: but having endured 
escessive fatigue of body, and agitation of 
mindy for more than twenty-four hours, and 
all this.beiog attended with little hope of final 
stfccHss, they began, at lenj;tb, to flag. None 
of them could work at the pump abore fi\e 
or six minutes together, after which, being 
totally exhausted, they thiew themsehesdowa 
vpon the deck, though a stream of wat*;r, be. 
Iween three and four inches deep, was running 
crver it from the pumps. When those who 
saeceeded them, had worked their time, and 
in their turn were exhausted, they threw 
iltemsetfes down in the same manner, and the 
ethers started up again, to renew their labour, 
yrhife thus they were employed in relicTing 
each other, an accident was ^lery nearly put- 
ting an immediate end to all their efforts. ^ 
Tlie planking which lines the ship's bottom is 
called the ceiling, between which and the 
eetsfde planking, there is a space of about 
e^bteen inches. From this' ceiling only, the 
■laD who had hitherto attended the well had 
taken the dejpih of the water, a^d had giren 
the measure accordingly. But, upon his be. 
Ing relieved, the person who came in his room 
reckoned the depth to the outside planking, 
whreh had the appearance of tha leak's having 
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gained upon the pamps eighteen inches In a 
few minutes. The mistake, however, was 
soon detfcted ; and the accident which, in its 
Commencement, was very formidable to them, 
became in fact, highly advantageous. Such 
wasthf* joy which' every man felt at finding 
his situation better than his fears had sug. 
gested, that it operated with wonderful energy, 
and seemed to possess him with a strong per. 
suasion, that scarcely any real danger re. 
mained. New confidence, and new hope, in* 
Spired frtsh vigour; and the efforts of the 
men were exerted with so much alacrity and 
spirit, that before eight o'clock in the morn, 
ing, the pumps had gained considerably upon 
the leak. All the conversation now turned 
upon carrying the ship into some harbour, as 
a tiling not to be doubted ; and as hands 
could be spared from the pumps, they were 
employed in getting up the ancliors. It being 
found impossible to save the little bower an- 
chor, it was cut away at a whole cable, arid 
the cable of the stream anchor was lost among 
the rocks; but in the situation of our people, 
these were trifles which scarcely attracted 
their notice* The fore- topmast and fore-yard 
were next erected, and there being a breeze 
from the sea, the Endeavour, at eleven o'clock, 
got once more under satl^ and stood for the 
Itnd. 
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' Notwithstanding these faTOurtbU circvin* 
•fances, our yoyagers were still very far from 
being in a stiyte of safety. It was not possible 
long to continue the labour, by which th« 
pumps had been made to gain upon the leak ; 
and as thei exact place of it could not be 
discotered/there waa. no hope of stopping it 
within. At this crisis, Mr. Monkhouse, one 
of the midshipTneti, came to Lieutenant Cook, 
and proposed an expedient he had once seen 
used on board a merchant ship, wKich had 
sprung a leak, that admitted tnore than four 
feet water in an hour, and which, by this means 
had been safely brought from Virginia to 
London, To Mr. Monkhouse, tlierefore, the 
care of the expedient, which is called fother. 
ing the ship, was, with proper assistance, 
committed ; and his method of proceeding 
was as follows: He took a lower litudding 
sail, and having mixed together a large quan- 
tity of oakum and wool, he stitched it down, 
as lightly as possible, in handfuls upon the 
sail, and spread over it the dung of the sheep 
of the vessel, and other filth. The^ail being 
thus prepared, it was hauled under the ship*8 
bottom by ropes, which kept it extended. 
' When it came under the leak, the suction tb(Lt 
carried in the water, carried in with* it, the 
oakum and wool from the surfhde of the saiL 
thus plugging up, as it. were, the holes by 
'ivhich th* water was ettteriog. 1*116 soceeli 
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of tte expedient was aniwerabk to&iwariiw 
. est expectations; for hereby the leak was so 
. far reduced, that, instead of gaining upon 
three pumps, it was easily l^ept under with 
one. -Here was such a new source of confi- 
dence, and comfort, that our people could 
Bcarcely have ex^H'esssed more joy, if they had 
been already in port* It had lately been the 
utmost object of their hope, to run the ship 
ashore, in some harbour, either of an island or 
the main, and to build a yessel out of her ma* 
terials, to carry them to the £ast Indies. — 
Nothing, however was now thought of but 
to range along the coast, in search of a conve- 
nient place to repair the damage the Endeavour 
had sustained, and then to prosecute the voy- 
age, upon the same plan, as if no impediment 
had happened. In justice and gratitude to the 
ship's company, and the gentlemen on board, 
Mr. Cook has recorded, that although in the 
midst of their distress, all of them seemed to 
have a just sense of their dancer, no man 
gave way to passionate exclamations, or frantic 
gestures. ^^ Every one," said he, ^^ appeared to 
*^ have the perfect possession of his mind, and 
<( every one exerted himself to the uttermost, 
*^ with a quiet and patient perseverance, 
*^ equally distant from the violence of terror^ 
^^ and the inactivity of despair." Though 
the Lieutenant has said nothing of himself, 
it is well known, that his own tomposure^* 
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iortitude) and actiTity, weiv equal to the 
greatness of tiie occasion^ 

To complete the history of this wonderful 
preservation, it is necessary to bring forward 
« a circum stance, which could not be discovered 
tiU the ship was laid down to be repaired. It 
was then found, that one of her holes, which 
was large enough to have sunk our navigators, 
if they had had eight pumps, instead of four, * 
and had beeni able to keep them incessantly 
going, was in a great measure filled up by a 
fragment of the rock, upon which the En- 
deavour had struck* To this providei\tial 
circumstance, therefore, it was owing, that 
the water did not pour in with a violence 
which must speedily have involved the En. 
deavour, and ail her company, in inevitable 
destruction. 

The next object after this event, was to look 
out for a harbour, where the defects of the 
ship might be repair(*d, and the vessel put 
into proper order for future navigation On 
the 14th, a small harbour was happily dis- 
covered, which was excellently adapted to 
the purpose. ^ 

About this time, the scurvy, with many for.' 
mid able symptoms, had begun to make its ap. 
' pearance among our navigators. The succeed* 
ing day, therefore, was employed in erecting 
two tents, in landing the sick, along with the 
pfoi[isions and stores, and in making avor j 
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preparation for repairing the damages, which 
the Endeavour had sustained. 

Early in the morning of tbe 2d of July, . 
Lieut. Cook sent the mastfrout of the harbour, 
in the pinnace, to sound about the shoals, and 
to senrch for a channel to the northward. The 
next day the master returned, and reported 
that he had found a passage out to the sea, be- 
tween the shoals. On one of these shoals, 
which consisted of coral rocks, many of which 
were dry at low water, he had landed, and 
foqnd there cockles of so enormous a size, 
that a single cockle was more than two men 
could eat. At the same place he met with a 
great variety of other shell.fish, and brought 
back with him a plentiful supply, for the use of 
his fellow Toy agers. At high water, this day, the 
repairs which were judged necessary for the 
prosecution of her voyage having been finish* 
ed, an effort was made to float the ship, which 
happily succeeded; but it being found that 
she had sprung a plank between decks, it 
became necessary, to lay her ashore a second 
time. The Lii^utenant being anxious to attaia 
a perfect knowledge of the state of the vessel, 
got one of the carpenter's crew, a man ia 
whom he could confide, to dive, on the 5th, 
to her bottom, that he might examine the 
place where the sheathing had been rubbed 
off. His report, which wfts^ that three streaks 
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•f the sheathing, about eiglit feet long, war* 
Ti'anting, and that the main plank had been a 
little rubbed, was perfectly agreeable to the 
account that had been given before by the 
waster and others, who had nia^le the same 
examination ; and our Commander had the 
consolation of finding that, in the opinion of 
the carpenter, this matter wiould be of little 
consequence. The other dama^^e, therefore, 
being repaired, the ship was again floated at 
h'gh water, and all hands were employed in 
taking the stores on board, and in putting her 
into a condition for proceeding on her voyage. 
To the harboiirin Which she was refitted f6r 
ihe sea, Mr. Cook gave the name of the 
Kndearour River. 

On the 19th, our voyagers wftre vLsUed 
by ten of the natives ; and six or seven 
more were seen at a distance, chiefly women, 
*who were naked, as well as the make inhabi- 
tants of the country. There being, at that time, 
a number of turtles on the deck of the ship, 
the Indians who came on board weredetermin. 
ed to j^et one of them ; and expressed great 
disappointment and anger, when our people 
refused to comply with their wishes. Several 
attempts were made by them to secure what 
they wanted, by force; but all their efi*ort8 
proving unsuccessful, they suddenly leaped 
into their canoe, in a transport of rage, and 
paddled towards th« ritorw. The LieutvQitnty 
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viiih. Mr. Banks, and fire or six of the ship^s 
crew, immediately went into the boat, and got 
ashore, where many of the English were en* 
gaged in various employments. As soon as 
the natives reached the land, they seized their 
arms, which bad been laid up in a tree, and 
having snatched a brand from under a pitch- 
kettle that was boiling, made a circuit to the 
windward of the few things our people had oa 
shore, and with surprising quickness and dex. 
terity, set fire to the grass in their way. The 
grass, which was as dry as stubble, and ^re 
or six feet high, burned with surprising fury ; 
and a tent of Mr, Bank's would have been- 
destroyed, if that gentleman had not imi|ie- 
diately, got some of the men to save it, by 
hauling it down upon the beach. Every part 
of the smith's forge that would born, was con. 
sumed, ' This transaction v^as followed by 
another of the same nature. In spite of 
threats and entreaties, the Indians Wjent to a 
different place, where several of the £ndea« 
Tour's crew were washing, and whece the 
seine, the other nets, and a large quantity of 
linen were laid out to dry, and again set fire 
to the grass. The audacity of this fresh at. 
tack, rendered it necessary that a musket, 
loaded with small shot, should be discharged . 
at one of them^ who being wounded, at the 
distance of about forty yards, they all betook 
themaelT^s to flight. It was now expected that 
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tbe^r would have giTen onr navigators no f«r« 
ther trouble ; bat in. a litlle time, their voices 
were h.eard in the woods, and it was perceived 
that they came nearer and nearer. The Lieu- 
tenant, therefore, together with Mr. Banks^ 
and three or four more persons, set out to 
meet them; and the result of the interview, 
in consequence of the prudent and leniebt 
conduct of our Commander, and his friends, 
was a complete reconciliation. Soon after the 
Indians went away, the woods'^rere seen to be 
on fire, at the distance of about two miles. 
This accident, if it had happened a little 
sooner, might ha?e produced dreadful eflects ; 
for the powder had been but a few days oa 
board, and it was not many hours,^tbat tho 
store tent, with all the valuable things con* 
tained in it, had been removed. From the 
fury with which the grass would burn in this 
bol climate, and the difficuUy of extinguishing 
the fire, our voyagers determined never to 
expose themselves to the like danger, but to 
clevr the ground around them, if ever again 
they should be under a necessity of pitching 
tJterr tents in such a situation. 

In the evening of this day, when every thing 
was gotten on board the ship, and she was 
nearly ready for sailijDg, the master returned 
with the disagreeable account^ that there was 
DO passage for her to the northward. The 
tk^xt morning, tht Lieutenant himself sounded 
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and buoyed the bar. At this tim9, all the hitf s, 
for many miles round, were on fire, and -the 
appearance they agsunied at night, wa« emi- 
nently striking, and splendid. 

From this period to the 13th of August, 
was p^assed by Li«*utenaot Cook in Tarious un- 
successful atten^pts to find a channel of deep 
water, by which he might work the vessel 
outside the reef of coral rock, which- girded 
the shore. On that day, however, Capt^Rin 
Cook, having previously examined' what he 
thought to be an opening, and found a sufii. 
cient depth of water for his purpose, got the 
vessel under weigh, and successfully passed 
to the outer side of the reef; when the ship' 
had got without the breakers, there was no 
ground within one hundred and fifty fathoms, 
and our people found a lar^e sea rolling in 
upon them, from the 9outh east, a certain 
sign, that neither land nor shoals were near 
them, in that direction. 

It was not a long time that our narvigators 
enjoyed the satisfaction of being free from 
the alarm of danger. As they were pursuing 
their course in the ni^jht of the 15th, they 
sounded frequently, but had no bottom withia 
one hundred and forty fathoms. Nevertheless 
at four in the morning of the 16th, they 
plainly heard the roaring of the stirf, and at 
break of day, saw it forming to a vast height, 
At n« more than th« distance •f^a mile. Tkm 



wftves which rolled in upon the ri^ef, carried 
the vessel towards it with grpat rapidiry; and 
at the same time, our people could r^arh no 
ground with tfi anchor^ and had not a breath 
of wind for the .sail. Id a situation so dread- 
ful, there was no resource but io the boats; 
Mid, most unhappily, the pinnace was under 
lepair. By the. h»*ip, however, of the long- 
boat and yawl, which Were sent a-head. to tow, 
the ship's head was got roupd to the northward, 
m circumstance which might delay, if it could 
wot prevent destruction* This was not effected 
till six o'clock, awd our yoyagers were not 
then a hundred yards from the rock, up<^n 
which the same billow tliat washed the side of 
the vessel, broke to a tremendoiM height, the 
yery next time it rose. There was only, 
therefore, a dreary valley between the English 
and destruction; a valley no wider than the 
base of one wave, while the sea under them 
was unfathomable. The carpenter, in the 
mean while, having hastily patched up the 
pinnace, 'she was hoisted out^ kud sent a-head 
to tow, in aid of the otheri boats. But all 
these efforts would have been ineffectual, if a 
light air of wind had not sprung up, just at 
the crisis of our people's fate. It was so light 
an air, that at any other time,, it would not 
.have been observed : but it was sufficient to 
turn the scale in favour of our navigators; and, 
with th« assistanctt afforded by th« baatt, k 



f^fe the ship a perceptibU motion obliqtr<»1y 
from the re#'f. The hop^s of the companj 
now.reviv«>.d: but in less than ten m incites a 
dead calm socct^ded, and the vessel was again" 
diiven towards the brfakery, which were not 
at the distance of two hundred yards. Hov- 
ever, before the ground vas lost which hfl4 
already hern gained, the same light breeee 
returned, and lasted ten minutes more. Dur- 
ing this lime, a small opening, about a quarter 
of a mile distant, was discovered in the re'ff; 
upon which Mr. Cook immediately sent out 
on»* of the mates to eiamine it, who reported 
that its breadth was not more than the length 
of, the ship, but that withcn it, there was smooth 
water. Th^ attempt was made, therefore, t« 
push the vessel through the opening, but it 
failed of success; for when our people, by th« 
joint assistance of their boats, and the breeze^ 
had reached the opening, they found that it 
had become high watec; and, to their great 
surprise, they met the tide of ebb running out 
like a milUstream. Some advantage, Jioweirer, 
was gained by this event. Though it was 
impossible to go through the opening, the 
stream which prevented the 'Endeavour from 
doing it, carried her^ut about a quarter of a 
mile ; and the 'boats vrere so much assisted in 
towing her, by the tide of ebb, that at noon, 
she had gained the distance of nearly two 
aiilei* . flowever^ thert was yet too muck 
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DHMon to^ despair of deliverance* For even if 
tbe breeze^ which had now died away, had re* 
Vkved^ duriiavlgators were still embayed iQ the 
reef ; and the tide of ebb being spent, the tide 
of flood, notwithstanding their utmost efforts, 
dtOYe the ship back again into her former 
peFiloos situation. Happily, about this time, 
another opening waf perceived, nearly a li^ile 
to the weHward. Our commander imme* 
diately sent Mr. Ilicks, the iinst lieutenant, to 
vxamiaeit; and in the meanwhile, the £n« 
fleav our struggled hard with the flood, some- 
times gaining, and sometimes losing ground* 
During this severe service, every man did his 
fluty with as muCh calmness and regularity, as 
if no danger had been near* At length, Mr. 
Ilicks returned, with the intelligence, that the 
opening, though narro.w and hazardous, was 
capable of being passed. The bare possibility 
of passing it, was encouragement sufficient to 
make the attempt; and, indeed, any danger was 
less to be dreaded by our people, than that of 
continuing in their present situation. A light 
breeze having fortunately sprung up, this, in 
conjunction with the aid of the boats, and the 
very tide of flood that would otherwise have 
beeu their destruction, enabled them to enter 
the opening through which they were hurried 
with amazing rapidity^ Such was the force 
4>f the torrent, by which they were carried 
along, that they were kept from driving against 



either tide of tlie channel, which in breadth 
was not more than a quarter of a mile. While 
they were shooting this gulph, their soundings 
were remarkably irregular, varying from thirty 
to seven fathom, and the ground at bottom 
was foul. 

As soon as oar navigators bad gotten within 
the reef, they came to an anchor; and tbeir 
joy was exceedingly great at having regained 
a situation, which, three days before^ they had 
quitted, with the utmost pleasure and transport. 
Rocks and shoals are always dangerous to the 
mariner, even when they are previously known 
and marked, but in this part of the globe thejr 
are more perilous than in any other. Here 
they consist of reefs of coral rock, which rise 
like a wall almost perpendicularly hxxt of the 
deep^ and are always overflowed at^high water* 
Here, too, the enormous waves of the vast 
southern ocean, meeting with so abrupt a re- 
sistance, break with inconceivable violeoce^ 
in a surf, which cannot be produced by any 
-rocks or storms in the northern hemisphere. 
A crazy ship, shortness of provijsion, and a 
want of every necessary, greatly Increased the 
danger to our present voyagers, of navigating 
in this ocean. Nevertheless^ such is the 
ardour of ther human mind, and so flattering 
is the distinction of a first discoverer, that 
Lieutenant Cook, and his companions, cheer, 
fully encountered eyery peril, and submitted 
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to ererj iDConTenience* They dlose rath%r 
to incur tlve charge of imprudence and teme. 
rity than leave a country unexplored, which 
th^y hi|d discovered, or to afford the least 
colour for its being said, that tfat-y were defi- 
cient in perseverance and fortitude. it 
scarcely needs to be added, that it was the 
high and magnanimous spirit of our comman- 
der, in particular, which inspired his people 
with so much resolution and vigour. 

To the opening through which the Endea- 
vour had passed, our Commander, with a 
proper sense of gratitude to the supreme 
Being, gave the name of Providential Chau. 
nel. In the morning of the 17th, the boats 
had been sent out, to see what refreshments 
could be procured, and returned in the after, 
noon, with two hundred and forty pounds of 
the meat of shell fish, chiefly cockles. Some 
of the cockles were as much as two men could 
move, and contained twenty pounds of good 
meat. 

On the 23d of. August, our navigator as- 
certained that New Uoiland and New Guinea 
were separate islands^ he had now coasted 
along the former, for an extent of more than 
20iX) miles, and felt every certainty of being 
the first Europt'an who had landed on it, or^ven 
seen it ; he once more, therefore, took possession 
of its eastern coasts, in right of his Majesty 
King Gaovgt th^ Third, and by tha aania of 
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New South Whiles. The party then fired three 
volleys of small arms, which were answered 
by the same number from the ship. When the 
gentlemen had performed this ceremony upon 
the island, which they called Possession Island, 
they re.em barked in their boat, and, in conse- 
quence of a rapid ebb tide, had a Tery difficult 
and tedious return to the vessel. 

New Holland, or, as the eastern part of it 
was called by Lieutenant Cook, New South 
Wales, is the largest country in the known 
world, which does not bear the name of a 
continent*' in fact, the square surface of the 
island is much more than equal to the whole 
of Europe. With regard to the natives, we 
may observe, that their number bears no pro. 
portion to the extent of their territory. So 
many as thirty of them had never been seen 
together, but once, and that was at Botany 
Bay. Even when they appeared determined ' 
to engage the English, they could not muster 
above fourteen or fifteen fighting men ; and it 
was manifest that their sheds and houses did 
not lie so close together, as to be capable of 
accommodating a larger party. Of traffic, the 
natives had no idea, uo.r could an^y be comma* 
nicated to them. The things which wer^ given 
them they received, but did not appear to un. 
der«tand the signs of the English, requiring il 
retara. There was no reason to believe, that 
they eat animal food raw* As they have no 
^ tMtei Ia which wates can be' boiled, the^ 
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cither broil their meat upon the coaU, or bake 
it in a hole by the help of hot stones^ agree, 
ably to the custom of the inhabitants of the 
South Sea Islands* Fire is produced by them 
urith great facility, and they spread it in a sur- 
prizing manner. For producing it, they take 
two pieces of soft ivood, one of which is a 
stick, about eight or nine inches long, while 
the other piece is flat. The stick they. slMipe 
\nto a blunt point at one end, and pressing 
it upon the flat wood, tuMi it nimbly, by hold- 
ing it between both their hands. In doing this, 
they often shift their hands up, and then move 
them down, with a view of increasing the 
pressure as much as possible. By this pro« 
cess, they obtain fire in less than two minutes, 
and. from the smallest spark, they carry it to 
any height, or extent, with great speed and 
dexterity. 

At day break, on the 3d of September, our 
navigators came in sight of New Guinea, and 
mood in for it, with afresh gale, till nine 
o'clock, when they brought to, being in three 
fathoms water, and within about three *or 
four miles of land. Upon this, the pinnace 
was hoisted out, and the LieutenalntNset off from 
the ship, with the boat^s crew, accompanied 
by Mr. Banks^ Dr. Solander, and Mr. BjErnks's- 
servants, being in all, twelve persons, well 
armed. As soon as they came iishore, they 
discovered the prints of, hamaa feet, which 
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•otild not long hsT^ been impressed op^n the 
sand. Concluding, therefore, that the nativei 
were at no great distance, and there being a 
thick wood, which reached to within a hundred 
yards of the. water, the gentlemen thought it 
necessary to proceed with caution, les:t their 
retreat to the boat should be cut off. After 
they had advanced about a quarter of a mile 
from the boat, three Indians rushed out of 
the woody'with a hideous shout, and as they 
ran towards the English, /the foremost threw 
something out of his hand, which fiew on one 
side of him, and burned exactly like .gun« 
powder, though without making atiy report. 
The two other natives, having al the same in. 
fitant, discharged their arrows, the Lieut(>n»nt 
and his party were under the necessity of 6r- 
ing, first with small shot, and a second time 
with ba^l. Upon this, the thre^ Indians ran 
away with great agil^^ity. As Mr. Cook had 
no disposition forcibly to invade this country, 
and was convinced that nothing was to be 
done upon friendly terms, he and his com. 
panions returned, with all expedition, towards 
their boat. When they were aboard, they 
rowed abreast of the natives, who had come 
down^o the shore in aid of their countrymen, 
and whose number now amounted to between 
sixty and a hund|[ed. Their appearance was 
much the. same as that of the New Holland- 
wn : they nearly resembled thtm in staturt 
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■nd in YiaVlrg their hair fchort, and cropp^^d* 
Lik« th< m* also, (hey were naked ; but the 
colour of their skin did not seem quife so 
dark, uhich^ howc?er, might be owing to 
their being Ifss dirty. While (he English 
gendemrn were viewing them, th**y Wfre 
shouting d* fiance, and letting off their fires, 
by four or five at a time. Oor people could 
not imagine what these fires were, or what 
purposes they wi^re iiitt-nd^d to answtT. Those 
^ho discharged them, had in th«'ir hands, a 
short piece of stick, which they swung side- 
wnys from them, »i»d In. mediately th^re iss^ued 
fire pnd fmoke, exactly resembling those of a 
n>n^kpf, awl of. as short a duration* 'The 
IP* II on board the ship, who obserwed this 
surprizing phenomenon, were so far decelfed 
by i(, as to believe that the Indians had fire- 
, arms. To the persons in the boat, it had the 
appeal ranee of firing of volleys, without a report. 
Soon after Mr. Cook and his party had re. 
fumed to the bhip^ our voyagers made sail to 
th** wfstward, the Lieutenant having resohred 
to i^ptnd no nore time on this coast; a re- 
solution, which was greatly to the satisfactioa 
of a very considerable majority of his people. 
The reason, indeed, for his making the best 
of his way to Batavia, was the leakiness of 
the vessel, which rendered it doubtful whether 
it would not be necessary to heave her dowD| 
nrhesi ih# arrifed at that port* 
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On the 21 st of September, thprefore, onr 
navigators got under sail, and having pursued 
thtir Toyage till the Jstof October, on' that 
"day they came within sight of the island of 
Jara, On the 9th, our voyagers stood in for 
Batavia Road, when Mr. Cook immediately 
sent a Lieutenant ashore, to acquaint the 
Governor with his arrival* 

It being universally agreed, that the ship 
could not safely proceed to Europe^ without 
an examination of her bottom, our Comman. 
der determint'd to apply for.leave to heave her 
down at Batavia; and for this purpose, he drew 
up a request, in writing, which, after he had 
waited, first upon the Governor General, and 
then upon the council, was readily complied 
with, and he was told that he should have 
every thing he wanted. 

Mr. Banks, in a few days, hired a small 
house for' himself, and his party ; and as soon - 
as he was settled in his new habitation, sent 
for Tupia, who had hitherto continued on 
board, on account of sickness. When he 
quitted the ship, and after he came into the . 
boat, he was exceedingly lifeless, and dejected; 
but no sooner did he enter the town, than he 
appeared to be inspired with another soul. 
A scene so entirely new, and extraordinary, 
filled him* with amazement. The houses, car. 
rlages,. streets, people, and a multiplicity of 
other object!, rushing^ upon him at once, 
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produced an effect, similar to what » atcrlbtd 
to enchantment. Hts, boy, Tayeto, eipressed 
his wonder and delight jn a still more rap. 
tnrous manner. He danced along the streets 
in a kind of ecstacy, examining every object 
with a restless and eager curiosity. Tupia's 
attention was particularly excited by the va. 
ri«us dresses of the passing multitude; and 
when he was informed that, at Batavia, every 
one wore the dress of his own country,- he 
expressed his desire of appearing in the garb 
of Otaheite. Accordingly, South Sea cloth 
being sent for from the ship, he equipped 
himself with great expedition, and dexterity. 

When our voyagers had been only nine days 
at Bfltavia, they began to feel the fatal effeet$ 
of the climate, and situation. Tupia, after 
his first flow of spirits had subsided, grew 
every day worse and worse: and Tayeto was 
seized with an inflammation upon his lungs. 
Mr. "Banks, and Dr. Solander were attacked 
by fevers, and, in a little time, almost every 
person, both on board and on shore, was 
sick. The distress of our people was indeed 
yery great, and the prospect before them dis* 
couraging in the highest degree. Tupia> 
being desirous of breathing a freer air than 
among the numerous houses that obstructed 
It ashore, had a tent erected for him on Coo. 

Sr's Island, to which he was accompanied by 
r, JBftski, wh* attended Mils pMr hkikm 

m M 
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with tbe greatest humanity^ till be waf ren- 
dered incapable of doing it, by the Violent 
increase of his own disorder. On the 5th of 
November, Mr. Monk house, the surgeon of 
the ship, a sensible, skilful man, whose loss 
was not a little aggravated by the situation 
of the English, fell the first sacrifice to this 
fatni country. Tayeto died on the 9th, and 
Tupia, who loved him with the tenderness of 
a parent, sunk at once after the loss of the 
boy, and survived him only a few days; The 
disorders of Mr. Binks and Dr. Solander grew 
to such a height, that the physicians declared 
they had no chance of preserving their lives, 
but by removing into the country. Accord. 
iHgly, a house was hired for them, at the drs» 
tans'e of about two miles from the town; 
where, in consequence of enjoying a purer 
air, and being better nursed, they recovered 
by slow'dQgrees. At length, Lieut. Cook was 
himself taken ill; and out of the whole ship's 
company, not more than ten were able to do 
duty. 

In the midst of these distresses, our com- 
mander was diligently aud vigorously attentive 
to the repair of the Vessel. When her bottom 
came to be examined, she was found to be iu 
^a worse condition than had been apprehended* 
Her false keel^'and main keel, were both of 
them greatly injured ; a large quantity of the 
fheatbinf was torn oil ; and ^Doong seTeral 
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planks, whieh were muok damaged, twa of- 
t hem, and the half of a third, were so woro, 
for the length of six feet, that they were not 
above the eighth part of an inch in thickness ; 
and here the worms had made way, quite into 
the timbers. In this state, the fimieaTour had 
sailed many hundred leagaes, in a quarter of 
the globe, where navigal ion is dangerous in the 
highest degree. It was happy for our ?oy agers, 
that they were ignorant of their perilous si« 
tuation ; for it must have deeply affected 
them, to have known, that a considerable part 
of the bottom of the vessel was thinner than 
the sole of a shoe, and that all their livet 
depended upon so slight and fragile a barrier 
between them and the unfathomable ocean% 

By the 8th of December, the Endeavour 
was perfectly refitted. From that time to th» 
^th, our people were employed in completing 
her stock of water, provisions, and stores, ia 
erecting some new pumps, and in various 
other necessary operations. 

In the evening of the 25th, our Cominander 
went on board, together with Mr. Banks, and 
the rest of the geiitleme4i who had resided con. 
stantly on shore. The gentlemen though 
considerably better, were far from being per* 
fectly recovered. At this time, the sick per. 
sons iti the ship amounted, to forty, and the. 
test of the company wereJn.a very feeble 
•onditioD. It was remarkable^ that everjr 
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isdifidttal had be«ii ill, excepting th« talU 
maker, who was an old man, between leventjr 
and eighty years of age. Three' sesroeh, and 
Mr. Green's servant died, besides the surgeon, 
Tupia, and Tayeto. . Tupia did not entirely 
fall a sacrifice to the unwholesome air of tha 
country^ As he had been accustomed, from 
his birth, to subsist chiefly upon ' vegetable 
food, and particularly upon ripe fruit, he soon 
contracted the disorders which are incident to 
a sea life, and would probably hare sunk 
under them, before the voyage of the English 
would ha?c^ been completed, even if they had 
not been obliged to go to Batavia to refit tfa« 
Tessel. 

Aathe Endeavour proceeded on her voyage 
to the Cape of Good Hope, the seeds of dis- 
case, which had been received at Batavia, 
appeared with the most threatening symptoms, 
and reduced our navigators to a ytry melan* 
choly situation. The ship was^ in fact, nothing 
better than an hospital, in which those who 
'could go about were not sufficient for a dua 
attendance upon those who were sick. The 
malady had taken too deep root to be spf edilj 
eradicated. Mr. Banks was reduced so low 
by it, that for some time, there was no hope of 
his life; and so fatal was the disease to many 
others, that almost every nighty a dead body 
mm aoBiBitted t# the Ma« 



60 

On Friday the 15tli of March, the Bnde«« 
voor arrived off the Cape of Good Hope. 
Here the Lteuteoant having Iain to recover the 
sick, to procure stores, and to refit his vessel^ 
till thf* 14th of April, he stood oat of the 
bay, and procpeded in his voyage homeward* 
On the 1st of May he arrived at St. Helena, 
where he staid till the 4th to refresh, when 
he weighed anchor once more, in company 
with the Portland man of war, and twelve 
lodiamf n. With this fleet, he continued to 
sail Jtjil the 10th, when perceiving that the 
Endeavour proceeded much more heavily thaa 
any of (h? other vessels, and that she was not 
likely to get home so soon as the rest, he 
made signal to speak with the Portland. Upoa 
this. Captain Elliot himself came oo boar^, 
and Mr. Cook delivered to him the common 
log-books of his ship, and the journals of 
some of the oiHcers. The Endeavour^ how- 
ever, kept in company with the fleet till the 
mornttig of the 23d, at which time^ there was 
not a single vessel in sight. 

The rigging and sails of the ship were noir 
become so bad, 'that something was coctinu* * 
ally giving way. * Nevertheless, our Com* 
mander pursued his course in safety ; and on 
the 10th of June, land, which proved to be 
the Lizard, was discovered by Nicholas Young, 
On the 1 1th, the Lieutenant ran up the chan* 
Del. At six the sezt nonung, he passed Beaohy 
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])e came to an anchqr in the Downs, and went 
qn shore at Qeal. 

Thus ended Mr. Cook's first voyage round 
the world, in which he had gone through so 
many dangers, explored so many countri4>s, 
and exhibited the strongest proofs of his pos-. 
lessing an eminently sagacious and active 
ipind ; a mind that was equal to ev^ry perilous 
enterprize, and to the boldest and most sue* 
ce'iafnl efforts of navigation and di^cov^ry. 



CHAP. III. 

THE manner in which Lieut. Cook liad per- 
formed his circumnavigation of the glob**, justly 
entitled him to the protection of Government, 
and the favour of his Sovereign. Accordingly, 
he was promoted to be a Commander in his 
Majesty's navy, by commission, bearing date 
the S9th August, 1771, and an expedition 
having, been resolved on, for the purpose of 
dicovering whether any great Continent ex. 
isted in the Southern Ocean, an opinion which 
was maintained by persons of great ability, 
no one appeared so qualified to conduct it, 
as he lirho had already acquired so much 
reputation by his discoveries, and also, . by the 
skill and discretion with whisk ka kad navU 
g«tcd unknown saas. 
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For the greater adTantnge of an' undertake 
log, which was not only to advance the science 
<Tf navigation, but also the geography of the 
globe, it was determined that two ships should 
be employed ; and much attention was paid to 
the choice of them, and to. their equipment 
for the service. Accordingly ^ two, vessels, 
boch of which had been built at Whitby, by 
the same. person who built the Endeavour, 
were purchased of Captain William Uammood, 
/of Hull. They were about fourteen or six. 
teen month s'^o Id, at the time when they were 
bought, and, in Captain Cook's judgment, 
were as well adapted to the intended service^ 
as if they kad been expressly constructed for 
the purpose. The largest of the two, which 
.was 462 tons burthen, was named the 
Resolution. To the other, which was 366 
tons burthen, was given the name of the Ad. 
Tenture. On the 28th of November, 17^1, 
Captain Cook Vas appointed to the command 
of the former; and al>out the same time, Mr. 
Tobias Furneaux was proifioted to the com. 
mand of the latter. The complement of the 
Resolution, including officers and men, was 
fixed at one hundred and twelve persons; and 
that of the Adventure, at eighty one. In the 
equipment of these ships, every circumstanco 
was attended to, that could contribute to the 
comfort and success of the Toyage. They wert. 
fitted out in the moiKt f omplete manner^ and 
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sapplied with everj extraordinary article 
which was suggedtad to be necessary or useful. 
The very best stores and provisions were put •a 
board ; besides which, there was an ample 8Up« 
p!y of antiscorbutic articles, such as malt, sour 
krout, salted cabbage, portable broth, saloup, 
mustard, marmalade of carrots, and thickened 
j nice of wort and beer. 

No less attention was paid to the cause of 
science in general. The^Admiralty engaged a 
landscape painter to embark in the voyage, in 
order to make drawings and paintings of such 
objects as could not so well be comprehended 
from written descriptions, two naturalbts to 
explore and collect the natural history of the 
countries which might be visited, and two able 
astronomers, for the purpose of making astro- 
nomical observations. 

Though Captain Cook had been appointed 
to the command of the Resolution, on the^8th 
of November, 1771, such were the preparations 
necessary fur so long and important a voyage, 
and the impediments which occasionally ajnd 
unavoidably occurred, that the ship did not 
join the Adventure, in Plymouth Sound, unlit 
the 3d of July; 

At Plymouth, Captain Cook r<»ceived his in- 
structions; which Were not tmlyto eircttmnfi- 
vigate the South Sea in the high southern laii. 
tudes,' but to make such traverses^ frerm tcme of 
time, into every corner of the fi^dHc Oceao, 

E 
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not before eiamined, as might finally and effec« 
fually resoWe the much. agitated question, about 
the existence of a south^'rn continent, in any 
part of the southern hemisphere {o which access 
could be had, by the efforts of the boldest and 
most skilful na? igators. 

CHAP, IV. 

ON the 13th of July, Captain Cook sailed 
from Plymouth, and on the 8th of September 
crossed xkof line, in the longitude of 8^ west, 
without meeting any thing remarkable ; he had 
met with so much rain, indeed, that all on 
board were completely soaked, but by taking 
care that the ships sbould^be dried with fires 
made between decks^ that the bedding should 
be aire9, and the sailors not allowed to remaia 
in their wet clothes ; he had not one person 
sick aboard the Resolution. * 

From the healthy conditiop of the crews, 
both of the Resolution and Adventure, it was 
imagined by the Captain, that his stay at the 
. Cape of Good Hope, where he arrived on the 
30th October, would be very short. But the 
necessity of waiting till the requisite provi- 
aions could be prepared, and collected, kept 
him more than three weeka at this place; 
which time was improved by him, in ordering 
both the ships to be caulked and painted, and 
In taking eare tha^ in every respect, their 
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coodidon ahovld be as good as when thej left 
England. 

Oa the ^^nd of Novjember^^ur Commander 

sailed from the Cape and proceeded on hit 

voyage, io search of a southern continent. — 

liaYing gotten clear of the land, he directed 

his course for Cape Circumcision ; and judging 

that cold weather would soon approach, he 

ord«'red a supply of clothing, and other n/eces. 

saries, io be served to such of the people as 

were in want of them, and gave to each mai| 

the fearnought jacket and trowsers, allowed 

by the Admiralty. On the 29th, the wind, 

which was west-north.west, increased to a 

storm, that continued, with some few inter* 

Tals pf moderate weather, till the 6th of De. 

eember. By this gale, which was attended 

"with hail and rain, .and which blew at times 

with such Tiolence, that the ships could carry 

no sails, our voyagers were driven far to the 

^ast^ward of their intended course, and no 

hopes were left to the Captain of reaching Cape 

Circumcision. A still greater misfortune was 

the loss of the principal part of the live stock 

on board, consisting of sheep, hogs, and geese. 

At the same time, the sudden transition from 

warm, mild weather, to weather which was 

extremely cold and wet, was so severely felt 

by our people, that it was thought necessary 

to make some -addition to their allowaoce of 
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tpirUs, by giving each of them a dram, <mi 
particular occasions. 

Our navigators, on'th« 10th of December^ 
began to meet with islands of tee. One oC 
these islanfds wa^ so much concealed from them^ 
by the haziness of the weather, accompatNod 
with snow and sleet, that they were steerio^ 
directly towards it, and did not see It, till it 
was at a less distance than that of a mlle« — 
Captafn Cook judged it to be about fifty feet 
high, and half a mile in circuit. It was iiat at 
the top, and its' sides rose In a perpendteular 
direction, ngainst which the sea broke to a great 
height. The weather continuing to be hazy, 
the Captain, on account of the ice islands, was 
obliged to proceed with the utmost ca^itlon. — 
Six of them were passed on the I^th^ some of 
irhich \rere nearly two miles in circuit, aud 
sixty feet high : neverthelesp, sucli were the 
force and height of the waves, that the «e«k 
broke quite over them, Ilbuce was exhrbited 
a view, that, for a few moments, was pleasing 
to the eye ; but the pleasure was soon 5waliow<- 
ed up, in the horror which seized »pon th«e 
Tnind, from the prospect of danger. For if m 
«hip should be so unfortunate as to get on th« 
weather side of one of these islatids, she would 
be dashed to pieces in a moment. 

Although this voyage, in search of a southern 
eonliuent, was so tflteresttng \u its object, the 
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dfetails of it would not amase the reader; 
JFrom the period at which we have arriyed, to 
the middle of March, he contiaued ;with the 
»ost unremitting diligence |o seek for land, 
in these high southern latitudes. The cold, as 
we may suppose, was intense, and the hard- 
ships, and dangers, to which the vessels were 
•Bposed, were such as we who live on land, can- 
Imbi but a fery imperfect idea of; tfiey por* 
sued their course along the ice, which barred 
their further progress southward, constantly 
looking for an inlet, which would allow them 
t» proceed, and not un frequently, in the mo- 
Bientary expectation of being dashed to pieces 
against the drifting masses, which had separate 
cd from the rest, and were floating across their 
track ; persuaded, therefore, that any further at- 
tempts were fruit) ess, Captain Cook resolved to 
|woceed to New Zealand, foi* the double purpose 
cf refreshing his men, and, also, in the hope of 
ncetfng the Adventure, which had parted com^ 
pany, in a storm, some time before* Shaping 
liis course, therefore, in this direction, he ar* 
lived In sight of the island on the 95th of March, 
and, on the following day, came to an anchor 
ia Dusky B^y. He had now been one hundred 
and seventeen days at sea, during which tim^ 
he had sailed three thousand six hundred and 
sixty leagues, without having once come within 
'JMf^ht of land. 
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After 10 long a Toyage, in a high southera 
latitude, it might reasonably have been expect- 
ed, that many of Captain Cook's people would 
be ill of the scurTy. This, however, was not 
the case. So salutary were the eflfects c^f the 
sweet wort, and several articles of provision, 
ai!d, especially, 6f the frequent airing, and 
Sweetening of the ship, that there was only one 
man on board, who could be, said to.be mack 
afflicted with the disease; and even in that 
man, it was chiefly occasioned by a bad habit 
of body, and a complication of other disorders. 

By degrees, our commander removed the 
suspicions, with which the natives, at fir^t, re- 
garded him, and obtained their good will and 
confidence. On the 18th of April, a chief, with 
whom some connexions had'al ready been form, 
ed, was induced, together with his daughter, 
to come on board the Resolution. Previoas 
to his doing it, he presented the Captain with 
a piece of cloth, and a green talc hatchet. He 
gave also a piece of clqth to Mr. Forster ; and 
the girl gave another to Mr. Hodges. Though 
this custom of making presents, before any are 
deceived, is common' ^ith the natives of the 
South Sea isles, pur commander bad never, till 
now, seen it practised in New Zealand. Ano- 
ther thing perforwied by th6 chief, before he 
went on board, waS the taking of a small green 
branch in his hand, with which he struck the 
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ship's side sereral times, repeating a speech, or 
prayer. This manner, as it were, of making 
peace is likewise pretalent among all the na. 
tions of the South Seas. Whert the chief was 
carried into the cabin, he Tiewed e^ery part of 
it with some degree of surprize; but it was not 
possible to fix his attention to any one object 
for a single raom<»nt. The works of art ap- 
peared to him in the same light as those 6f na- 
ture, and. were equally distant from his powers "" 
of comprehension. He and his daughter seem« 
ed t<i be the most struck with the number of 
the decks, and other parts of the sbfp. 

From the refreshments, which its shores so 
plentifully supply. Dusky Bay presented many 
advantages to our navigators, but it was also 
attended with some disagreeable circumstances. 
There were great numbers of small black sand 
flies, which were troublesome to a degree that 
had never been experienced before." Another 
evil arose, from the quantity of rain which con. 
tiQu6d to fall, from the 8th day of their arrival. 
It was remarkable that the rain was not pro* 
ductive of any evil consequences; for, such of 
the men as were sick, and complaining, when 
they entered the bay, recovered daily, and the 
whole crew soon became strong and vigorous. 

When Captain Cook luft Dusky Bay, he dU 
rected his course for Queen Charlotte's Sound, 
where be expected to And the Adyeoture.*** 

B 4 
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This was on the 1 1th of May, and nothing re- 
roarkable occurred till the 17tb, when the wind 
at once subsided to a calm, the sky became 
suddenly obscured by clouds, and there was 
every appearance of a tempest* Soon after, 
six irater-spouts were seen, four of which rose, 
and spent themselves between the ship and the 
]and ; the fifth was at a considerable distaiice, 
on the other side of the vessel ; and the sixth 
passed within fifty yards of the slern of the 
Resolution, without producing any evil effect. 
The Captain had been informed that the firing 
of a gun wiould dissipate water.spouts, but, 
though he was near enough, and had a gua 
ready for the purpose, his mind was so deep- 
ly engaged in viewing these extraordinary 
objects, .that he forgot to give the necessary 
directions. 

On the next day, the Resolution came with- 
in sight of Queen Charlotte*s Sound, where 
Captain Cook had the satisfaction of discover- 
ing the Adventure ; and both crews felt uncom* 
xnon joy, at thus meeting agftin> after an absence 
of fourteen weeks. 

The morning after Captain Cook's arrival 
In Queen Charlotte's Sound, he went himself, 
at day-break, to look for scurvy-grass, celery, 
and other vegetables; having found that a 
ifufiicient quantity of the&e articles might be 
dblakied for the erewi of bcrHi the ships,- he 



gftre orders (hat Hiej should be boiled, wUb 
irbeat^ and portable broth, erery day for 
l^eakfast ; and with pease, and broth, for din. 
ntv. Experience had taught him that the ve« 
(p'tables BOW mentioned, when thua dressed, 
ape extremely beneficial to seamen, In remo? « 
itig tfie scorbutic complaint t to which they are 
»tth.^ct. 

Our commander had entertained a desire of 
visiting Van Diemen's Land, in order to in- 
form himself, whether it made a part of New 
lioiland. But as this point had been cleared 
up by Captain Furoeaax, he resolved to coHi, 
tinue his researches to the east, between the 
latitudes of 41^ and 4Go ; on the 20th h« ^nC 
o» shore the only ewe and ram that remained| 
of those which he had broyght from the Capo 
of Good Hope. Soon aftiT, he visited several 
gardens, that, by order of Captain Furneaux, 
lud b«cM made and pjanted with varioMS artl* 
fies, all of whl(xh were in such a flourishing 
atafc, that, if d«ly attended to, they promised 
Mo be of great utility to the natives* The next 
day, Captatii Cook himself set some men to 
vroik, to form a garden on Loiig {stand, which 
At stocked with the roots of turnipSy ciM^rota, 
pornnips, and potatoes. These were the vegew 
tables that would be of the most real use to 
^he Indians, and, of these, it was ea^y to give 
4)kem aa idea^ by comparing them with 9^ch 

m5 
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roots M they (hAmseWeg kbew. On the 9!^ 
Captain Cook recei?ed the unpleasant intelli- 
gence, that the ewe and ram, which with so 
much care and trouble* he had brought to this 
place, were both of them found dead. Ij; 
was sjipposed, that they had eaten some poison* 
ous plant; and by this accident all the Captain's 
humane hopes of stocking New Zealand with 
a breed of sheep, were instantly blasted. 

On the 2d of June, when the Resolution and 
Adventure were almost ready to put to sea. 
Captain Cook sent on shore, on the east side 
of the Sound, two goats, a male and a female • 
and Captaui Furneaux left, near Cannibal Cove 
a boar, and two breeding sows. The gentle, 
men had little doubt but that the country 
would, in time, be.slocked with these animals 
provided they were not destroyed by the In^r 
dians before they became wild. Afterwards 
there would be no danger ; and, as the natives 
knew nothing of their being left behind, it was 
hoped, that it might be some time before they 
would be discovered. 

it is remarkable, that,during Captain Cook's 
second visit $o Charlotte Sound, he was not able 
to recollect the face of aqy one person wliom 
ihe had 'seen there Ihree years before. Nor did 
it oncd appear, that even a single Indian had 
the least knowledge of our commander, or of 
«Qy of OUT people^ who had been with him ia 



hi9 last Toyage ; they had either since been 
driven out of it, or had remoTed, of their own 
accord, to some other situation. 

Part of the 4th of Jane was employed by 
Captain Cook in.Tisiting a chief, and a whole 
tribe of the nieitiTes^ consisting of between ninety 
and a handred persons. After the Captain 
had distributed some presents among these 
people, and shown to the chief the gardens 
which had been made, he returned on board, 
and spent the remainder of the day in the cele« 
bration of his Royal Master's nativity. Captain 
Furneaux, and all his officers, were invited 
upon the occasion ; and the seamen were ena« 
bled, by a doable allowance, to partake of the' 
general joy. 

On the 7th of June, '^Captain Cook put to 
sea from Queen Charlotte's Sound, with the 
Adventure in company, and on the l7th of 
August anchored in Oaiti-piha Bay, near the 
south-east end of Otaheite : immediately upon 
which, they were Crowded with the inhabitants 
of the country, who brought with them cocoa-* 
nuts, plantains, bananas, apples, yams, and 
other roots, which were exchanged for nails 
and beads. To some who called themselves 
chiefs, our commander made presents of shirts, 
axes, and several articles besides, in i^turn for 
which they promised to bring him hogs and 
fowls ; a promise which they did not perfoVm, 
and whicb^ aa might be judged from their 
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Co«duet, they nerer had (he least iatenfton of 
performing. Iii the afterridon, Captain Cook 
landed for the purpose of viewing the ii^ateri ng. 
place, and of sounding the disposition of the 
Datives* The article of >irater, i?^bich was now 
much wanted on board, he found, might conve* 
niently be obtained, and the inhabitants behaved 
with great civility. Notwithstanding this civi. 
lity, nothing was brought to market^he next 
day, but fruit and roots, though it was said 
that many hogs were seen about the houses^ iii 
th« neighbourhood. The cry was, that they 
,bcIon|{ed to the king ; who had not yet appear- 
ed, nor, indeed, any other chief of note.--^ 
Among the Indians that came on board the 
Resolution, and no small number of whom did 
iiot scruple to call themselves Eareesy there 
was one of this sort, who had bf en entertained 
in the cabin most of the day, arid to all of 
whose friends Captain Cook had made presents, 
lis well as to himself. At length, however,. he 
was detected taking things which did not be. 
long to liim, and handing them^ out of the 
quarter gallery. Various ^complaints of the 
like nature, being, at the same time, made 
against the natives who were on deck, our 
commander turned them all out of the slnp. 
His cabin goest was very rapid In hit retreat ; 
and the Captain was so exasperated at his be- 
hRviour, that, after the £arar had got to some 
distance fiK)m the ResolutloQ, he firtd tvvo 



rouslcpts oyer Ms head, by which he was so ter- 
rified, that he quitted his canoe, and took to 
the water. Capfain Cook then sent a boat to 
take the canoe ; but when the bolt approached 
the shore, the p<^ople on land begati to pelt her 
with stones. The Captain, therefore, w6nt 
himself in another boat, to protect her, and » 
(rrd?red a great gun, loaded with ball, to bo 
Bred alopg the coast^ which made &11 the In,, 
dians ntire from the shore, and he was sulTered 
to bring away two canoes, without opposition, 
]u a few hours peace was restort'd, and the car 
noes were returned to the first person who came 
f«r them. 

It was not til! the bvening of this day that 
any one inquired aYter Tupia, and then the 
inquiry was made only by two or three of the 
natives. When they learned the cause of hU 
4f ath, they w^re perfectly satisfied ; nor did it 
appear that they would have felt a moment'^ 
uneasiness, if Tupia's decease had proceeded 
from any other cause than sickness. But thejr 
were continually asking for Mr. )3anks, and 
'several others, who had accompanied Captain 
Cook, jn his former voyage. 

On the SOth, ooe of the natives carried off 
a musket, belonging to the guard on shore. — 
- Captain Cook, whd was himself /a witness of 
the transaction, sent some of his people after 
him ; but, this would have been to very little 
purpose, if the thief had riot be«n intercepted ' 
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by sereral of his own countrjmeD, who pursued 
him Toluntarilj) knocked him down, and re. 
tamed the musket to the English. This actof 
justice, preventfd our commander from being 
placed in a disagreeable situation. If the na- 
tives had not given their immediate assistance^ 
it would scarcely have been in his power to re. 
coYer the musket, by any gentle means what- 
ever ; and if he had been obliged to ha?e re. 
course to other methods, he was sure of losing 
more than ten times its value. 

The fruits which were prod need at Oaiti-piha 
Bay, contributed greatly to the recovery of the 
sick people belonging to the Adrenture. Many, 
who had been so ill as to be incapable of mov. 
ing, without assistance, were^ in the compass of 
a few days, so far recovered, that they were 
able to walk about of themselves. When the 
Resolution entered the bay,^ she had but one 
scorbutic man on board — a marine, who had 
long been sick, and who died^ the second day 
after her arrival, of a compltcation c^ disorders, 
had not the least mixture of the scurvy. It 
may here be remarked, that this was the only 
person who died on board the Resolution, 
during the whole voyage. 

On the 24rh, the ships put to sea, and ar« 
rived the next evening in M&tavai Bay. Before 
they could come to an anchor, the decks were 
crowded with the natives, many of whom Gtp. 
tain Cook knew, ftod by moat of whom he was 
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well remembered. Among a large multitude 
of people^ who were collected together upoo 
the «hore, was Otoo, tlie king of the island. 
our commander paid him a visit, on the follow* 
ing day, at Oparree, the place of his residence, 
and found him to be a well.made man, six feet 
l^igh, and about thirty years of age. The 
qualities of his mind were not correspondent 
to his external appearance ; for, when Captain 
Cook inyited him on board, he acknowledged 
that he was afraid of the guns, aud, indeed^ 
vanifested, in all his actions, that he was a 
prince of a timorous disposition. 

Qn the 27th^ Otoo was prevailed upon^ with 
0ome d<>gree of reluctance, to pay oar com- 
nander a visit He brought with him fruits, a 
hog) two large fish, and a quantity of cloth ; 
lor which he and aH his retinue were gratified 
with suitable presents. When Captain Cook 
conveyed his guests to land, he was met by a 
vener^ible lady, the mother of the late Toutaha, 
who seized him by both hands, and burst into a 
flood of tears, saying. In her own language, 
*^ Toiitaha,"your friend, or the friend of Cook, 
*^ is dead." He was so much affected with 
ber behaviour, that it would have been impos- 
Bible for him, to refrain from mingling his tears 
with her's, had not Otoo, ^ho was displeased 
with the interview, taken him from her. It 
waa with diiO&culty that the Captain could 
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obtain permission to see heragain, when he gave 
her an axe^ and some other articles. Captain 
Furneaux, at this time, presej^ted the king with 
two fine goats, which if no accident befel them, 
might be expected to multiply. 

The sick being nearly recovered, the sopplj 
of water completed, and the necessary repairs of 
the ships fitiished, Captain Cook determined lo 
put to sea without delay. Accordingly, on the 
1st of September, he made sail from th« bay, 
and pii ^he 3d came to an ahcU'or in the harbour 
of Owharree; hire he landed, to pay a Tisit 
to his old friend Oree, the chief of the Islatrd, 
Among other things, the chief sent to our ^oni* 
mandef th^ inscription, engraved on a stnall 
piece of pewter, which^he had {ef^ with him in 
July, 1769. it was in the bag that Captain 
Cook had made for it, together with a piece of 
counterfeit English coin, and a few beads,^ 
which had been put in at the same time • whence 
it W9S evident what particular care had beea 
taken of the whole. Wheii Oree arrived, he 
went up to our commander, and fell on his 
/.neck, and embraced him ; nor was it a cere« 
monious embrace, for the tears which trickled 
down the venerable old man's checks, saffi. 
cientiy bespoke the feelings of hiai heart* The 
presents which Captain Cook 'made to the 
^liief, on this occasions consisted of the most 
valuable artioles he bad; (or he regarded him 
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as a. father. . Oree, in retarn, ga?e the Captain 
a ho|;^ and a qaantity of ctoth, promising (liat 
all ihti wants of the Knglish should be supplied ; 
and it was a promise to which he faithfully 
adhered. Indeed, he carried his i&indness to 
Captain Cook so far, as to send him every day, 
for his tahU, a plentiful supply, of the fery 
best rcady^dressed fruit' and roots. 

Hitherto aU things had gone on in the most 
agreeable manner; hut on Monday, the 6ih, 
several unpleasant circumstances occurred. — 
WhHfi our commander went to the trading, 
place, he was informed that one of the inhabi- 
tants hnd behaved with remarkable insolence. 
The man was completely e<|uipped in the war 
habit, hadaclub in each hand, and seemed bent 
upon ihischief. Captain Cook took, therefore, 
the clubs frcm him, broke them before his 
eyes, and, with som^ difficulty, compelled him 
to retire. About the same time, Mr. Spavrman, 
who had imprudently gone out alone, wa'^ as. 
saulted by two men, who stripped him of every 
thing he had about him, excepting his trowsers, 
and struck him again and again, with his own 
hanger, though, happily, without doing him 
any harm«\ \Vhen they had accomplished their 
purpose, they made off; after which, another 
of the natives brought a piece of cloth to cover 
him, and conducted him to the trading place, 
where the inhabitants^ in ft large oamlMfr, were 



assembled. The instant that Mr. Sparrman 
appeared, in the condition now described, th«*y 
all Aew with the utmost precipitation. Cap* 
tain Cook, having recalled a few of the Indians, 
and convinced them that he should take no 
step to injure those who were innocent, went 
to Oree, to complain of the outrage. When 
the chief had heard the whole affair related, he 
wept aloud, and many other of the inhabitants 
did the same. After (he Arst transports of hia 
grief had subsided, ha began to expestnlale 
with his people, telling them (for so his lan-^ 
guage was understood by the English) how well 
Captain Cook had treat^-d them, both in this,' 
and his former voyage, and how base it was in 
them to commit such actions, lie then took 
a minute account of the things of which Mr. 
Sparrman had been robbed, and, after having 
promised to use his utmost endeavours for the 
recovery of them, 'desired to go into the Cap* 
tain's boat. At this the natives, apprehensive, 
doubtless, for the safety of their prince, ex. 
pressed the utmost alarm, and used every. a r. 
gument to dissuade htm from so rash a measure. 
AU th«ir remonstrances, however, were in vain. 
He hastened into the boat; and, as aoon as 
ttiey saw that their beloved chief was wholly 
in oar commander's power, they set up a great 
outcry. Indeed, iheir grief was inexpressible ; 
they prayed^ entreated, nay^ attempted to pull 
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bjm oat of tlie boat, and erery face was be* 
dewed with tears. Even Captain Cook him. ^ 
^elf was 60 moved by their distress, that he 
imited his entreaties to their'a, but all to no 
porfwse, Oree insisted upon the Captain's 
coming into the boat, which was no sooner 
done, than k^ ordered it to be put off. Uta 
Mter was the only person among the « Indians 
who behaved with a becoming magnanimity oii 
this occasion ; for, with a spirit equal to that 
oi hew royal brother, she alooe did not oppose 
l^is .going* It was his design in coming ^to 
liieboat of the English, to proceed with theia 
in search of the robbers. Accordingly, he 
weirt with^ Captain Cook, as far as it was con- 
venient, by water, when they landed, entered 
the country, and travelled some miles inland ; 
in doing which, the chief led the way, and in- 
quired after the criminals, of every person whom 
he saw. In this search, he would have gone to 
the very extremity of the island, if our command- 
er, who did not think the object worthy of so 
laborious a parsuit, had not refused to proceed 
any farther. Besides, as he intended to sail 
the next morning, and all manner of trade was 
.atdppe49 in consequence of the alarm of the 
natives, it became the more necessary for him 
|o return, that he might restore things to their 
former state* It was with great reluctance 
Ihat 0ro9 was prevailed upon to discoDtiaue 
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the search, and to content himself wlHi setid-^ 
fng, at Captain Cook's request, some of hh 
peoplf , for the things which had been carried 
oif. When he and th^ Captain had got back 
to the boat, they found there the chief 's ftister, 
and several other persons, ivho had travelled 
byiand ta the place. The English gentlemeft 
immediak'ly st«*pped Into tlieir boat, it\ order 
to return on hoard, without so much as,asking 
Oree to accompany them ; notwithstanding 
which, he, insisted tfpon doiner it; nor could 
the opposition and entreaties of those who 
were about hihi, induce him to -desist from hn 
purpose. His sister followed his example, un« 
iniluencefl, on this occasion, by the snpplica. 
tions and tears of her daughter. Captain 
Cook amply rewarded the chief and his sister, 
for the conlidence they had placed in him ; and^ 
after dinner, conveyed them both on shore, 
where some hundreds of people waited to re> 
ceive them, many of whom embraced Oree;, 
with tears of joy^ All \<tLS now peace and 
gladness : the inhabitants crowded in from 
every part, with such a plentiful supply of hogs, 
fowls, and vegetable productions, that the 
English presently filled two boats; and the 
chief himself presented the Captain with a large 
hog, and a quantity of fruit. Mr« Sparrmaii*« 
hanger, the only thing of value ^hich he had 
lost, was brought tMtck, together with part eff 



9S 



hf^ coat; and our navigators were told that 
the remaiDing articles should be restored 
the oext daj. Some things which had been 
stolen from a party of officers, who had gone 
«at a shooting^ were returned in like inarnier. 

£arly on the 7th, while the ships were un- 
mooring, the Captain went to pay his farewel 
▼isit to Oree, and took with him such presents 
a» had not ot\]y a fancied yalue, but a real 
Utility. II<^ left, also, with the chief, the in- 
fcription plate, that had before been in his 
possessiofi, and another small coppor.plate, on 
• "which were engraved these words : *' Anchored 
liere, hisBritaunicMajesty's ships, -the llesolu- 
tioD and Adventure, September, 1773.'* These 
plates, together wirh some medals, were put 
up in a bag, of which Oree proinised to take 
care, a\id to, produce them to tfie first ship, or 
thipSy that should arrive at the island, llav- 
log, in return, given a h(sg io Captain Cook, 
and loaded his boat with fruit, they took leave 
of each other, and the good old chief em- 
braced our commander, with tears in his eyes. 
I^othing was mentioned, at tliis interview, coii. 
cerning the remainder of Mr. Spurr man's pro. 
perty. As it was early in the morriing, the 
Captain judged, that it had not been brought 
loy and he was Hot willing to speak of . it to 
Oree, lest he should give him pain about things 
which there had no^ been time to recover. <^ 
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The Tobberfl) having soon afterwards beea 
taken 9 Oree came on board again, to request 
that our commander would go on shore, either 
to punish them, or to be present at their punish. 
meut; but this not being coavenient to Muiy 
he If'ft them to the correction of their owa 
chief. It was from the island of^ Huaheine, 
that Captain Furneaux received into bis ship 
a young man, named Omai, a native of Uiie~ 
tea. This choice Captain Cook, at iir8t,.difiap- 
proved of, as thinking that the youth was not a " 
proper sample of the inhabitants of the Societfr 
Islands ; being inferior to many of them in bittii 
and aoquired rank, and not having any peca. 
liar advantage in point of shape, figure^ or 
complexion. The Captain afterwards found 
reason to be better satisfied with Omai*s having 
accompanied our navigators to England. 

From Huaheine our navigators sailed for 
Ulietea, wheje tra^Je was carried on in the 
usual manner, and a most friendly intercourse^ 
renewed between Captain Cook and Oree, the 
chief of the island. Here. Tiipia^was inquired 
after, with particular eagerness, and the in. 
quirers were perfectly satisfied with the account 
which was given, of the occasion of that Indian's 
decease. 

' Our navigators were as successful in pro- 
curing provisions in Ulietea, as they had been 
at Huaheine* Captain Cook judged that the 



iiuinber of hogi obtained, amounted to four 
hundred, or upwards : manj of thera, indeed, 
"were only roasters, while others exceeded a 
hundred, pounds in weight; but the general 
run, was from fortjr to sixty* A larger quan- 
tity was offered than the ships could contain ; 
so that our countrymen were enabled to proceed 
on their voyage, with no small degree of com- 
fort and advantage. 

On the 17th of September, Captain Cook 
sailed from Uiietea, directing his course to the 
south-west. On the 1st of October he reach. 
ed the island of Middleburgh. While he was 
looking about for a landing-place, two canoes 
came boldly along.side of the ship, and some of 
the people entered without hesitation. This 
mark of confidence inspired our commander 
with so good an opinion of the inhabitants, that 
he determined if possible, to pay them a visit, 
which he did the next day. Scarc<*ly had the 
vessel come to an anchor before they were sur. 
rounded by a great number of canoes, fall of 
the natives, who brought up with them cloth, 
and various curiosities, which they exchanged 
for nails, and such other articles as were adapt- 
ed to their fancy. Among those who came on 
board, was a chief named Tioony, whose friend- 
ship Captain Cook immediately gained, by. 
proper presents, consisting principally of a 
hatchet, and some spike-nails. A" party of 
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our navigators, with the Captain at the Head of 
them^ having embarked in two boats, proceed- 
ed to the shore, where they found an immense 
crowd of people, who welcomed them to the 
island, with loud acclamations. There was not 
so much i^sa stick, or any other weapon^ in the 
hands of a single native, so p'tci&c were their 
dispositions and intentions. They seemed to 
be more desirous of giving than receivissg; and 
many of the<n, who could not approach near 
the boats, threw into them, over the heads of 
others, whole bales of cloth, and then retired, 
without either asking, or waitinsf, for any thing 
in return. Th« whole day was spent by our 
navigators, in the most agreeable manner. — 
Among other articles presented by the Captain 
to Tioohy, he left him an assortment of garden 
seeds, which, if properly used, might be of 
great future benetit to the country ; and, on 
theSlst of October, again made the land of New 
Zealand, the Captain intending to take in wood 
and water there, before he renewed his voyage 
of discoveries, to the south and east. As he 
was very desirous o( leaving in the cjyuniry 
such an assortment of animals and vegetables 
as might contribute to the future benefit of th« 
inhabitants, one of the first t'Jngs which -he 
did, was to give a chief who had com« o(f 
in a c«noe, two boars, two sows, four her»s, 
aud two oocks, together with a quantity of 
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soeds. Th^ seeds were of the mpst useful 
kinds, such as wheat, french and kidney beans, 
peasc>, cabbage, turnips, onions, carrots, pars- 
nips, and jan)s. The man, to whom these 
Several articles were presented, though he was 
much more enraptured with a spike.nall, half 
the length of his arm, promised, however, to 
take care of them, and, in particular, not to 
kill any of the animals, (f he adhered to his 
promise, they would be sufficient, in due time, 
to stock the whole* island. 

It was the 3d of November before Captain 
Cook brought the Resolution into Ship Ouve, 
in Queen Charlotte's Sound. He had been 
beating about the island, from the ^ 1st of Oc- 
tober, during which time, his vessel was ex. 
posed to a variety of tempestuous weather. In 
one instance, he had been driven olf the land 
hy a furious storm, which lasted two days, and 
which would have been dangerous la the high* 
est degree, had it not fortunately happened, 
that it was fair overhead, and that there was 
no reason to be apprehensive of a lee.shore. 
Id the course of the bad weather, which sue. 
ceeded this storm, the Adventure was sepa- 
rated from the Resolution, and was never seen, 
or heard of, through the whole remainder of 
the voyage. 

Captain Cook was early in his inquiries con. 
cerniniir the animals which had been left at 
New Zealaad| in the former part of his voyagt*. 

F 
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He BtLW the youngest of the two sows, that 
Capt. Furneaux had put on shore, in Cannibal 
Cove. She was in good condition, and very 
taime. The boar, and thu^otlier sow, if our com. 
mander was rightly informed, were taken away, 
and separated, but not killed. He, was told 
that the two goats, which he had landed up 
the Sound, had been destroyed by a native, of 
the name of Goubiah ; so that the Captain had 
the grief of discovering, that all his benovolcnt 
endeavours to stock the country, ^yith useful 
animals, were likely to be frustrated, by the 
yery people, whom he was anxious to serye. 
The gardens had met with a better fate. Every; 
thing in them, excepting potatoes, the inha«{ 
bitants had left entirely to nature, who had so^ 
well performed her part, that most of the arJ 
tides were in a flouiishing condition. 

Notwithstanding the inattention and folly of 
the New Zeaianders, Captain Cook still conJ 
nued his zeal, for their benefit. To the ioha. 
bitants who resided at the Cove, he gave a 
boar, a young sow, two cocks, and two hens, 
which had been brought from the Society Is* 
lands. At the bottom of the West Bay, b< 
ordered to be landed, without the knowledge 
of the Indians, four bogs, being three aowi 
and one boar, together- with two cocks and 
two hens. They were carried a little way int< 
the woods, and as much food was left them ai 
would iefy« them (pj ten or twelve dajra 



i 



99^ 

which was done to prevent their Coming down 
to the shore in search of sustenance, and by that 
means being discofered b^ the natives. The 
captam was desirous of replacing the two 
goats, which Goubiah was understood to have 
killed, by leaving behind him the only two 
that yet remained in his possession. But he 
had the misforfune, soon after his arrival at 
Queen Charlotte's Sound, to lose the ram ; 
and this in a manner for which it was not. easy 
to assign the cadse. Whether it was owing to 
any thing he had eaten, or to his being stung 
with nettles, which were very plentiful in the 
place^ he was seized with tits, which bordered 
upon madness, fn one of these fits, be was 
supposed to have run into the sea, and to have 
been drowned. Our. commander, however, 
hoped to be more successful, with respect to 
the boars and sows, and the cocks and hens, 
which he left in the island. 

In thrs st^cond visit of our navigators to New 
Zealand, they met with indubitable evidence, 
tiint the natives were eaters of human flesh. 
The proofs of this fact, had a most powerful 
influence on the mind of Oedidee, a youth of 
lioiabola, whom Captain Cook had brought ih 
the Resolution, from UH^tea. He was so af- 
fecteil, that he became perfectly motionless, 
and exhibited such a picture of horror, that it 
Would have been impossible for art to describe 
4klC passion, with half tliW force, with which it 
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appeared in hid countenance. When lie was 
roused from this state by some of the English^ 
he burst into tears; continued to weep and 
scold by tarns; told the New Zeaiaodera tint 
they were vile men ; and assured them, that he 
would not be any longer their friend. He 
would not so much as permit them to come, 
near him ; and he refused io accept, of even 
to touch the knife, by which some human flesh 
had been cut oflT. Such was Oedidee's indig- 
Maf ion against the abominable custom ; and our 
commander has justly remarked, that it was 
an indignation worthy to be imitated by every 
rational being. The conduct of this young 
man, upon the pi'esent occasion, strongly points 
out the diifereiice which had taken place, in 
the progress of civilization, between the in- 
habitants of the Society Islands, and those of 
New Zealand. 

The morning before the captain sailed, he 
wrote a memorandum, containing such infor. 
mationi as he thought necessary, for Captain 
Furneaux, in case he should put in to the 
Sound. This memorandum was buried iti a 
bottle, under the root of a tree, in the garden; 
and in such a manner, that it conld not fail of , 
being discovered, if either Captain Furneaux, 
or any other European, should chance to arrive ' 
at the Cove. 

On the ^6th ofNo?ember| Captain Coolc 
sailed from New Zealand, in search of a 
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«ontinent,'and iteered to the loiitb, inclining to 
the east, tn this track he continued, until the 
latter tnd of January, and tra?ersed a great 
extent of ocean, ivithout seeing any indica- 
tions of land ; by the 30th, he had advanced 
as far as the 7l<> of latitude, and only re. 
noonced the thoui^hts of advancing further 
south, when the attempt would have Exposed 
the Vessel and crew to the utmost danger, 
perhaps to destructioit, from the ice, without 
any prospect of advantage. Though our 
commander had not only the ambition of go. 
ing farther than any one had done before, bat 
of proceeding^ as far as it .was possible for 
man to go, he was the less dissatisfied Hith 
the interruption he now met with, as it short, 
ened the dangers, and hardships, inseparable 
from the navigation of the southern polar 
regions., In fact, he was impelled by inevit- 
able necessity, to tack, and stand back to the 
north. 

The determination which Captain Cook now 
formed, was to steer his course for the island 
of Juan Fernandez, which lies within the 
tropic, in case he met with no employment 
till he came there, and to deTote the folto\ving 
'summer, to explore the southern Atlantic 
Ocean. In the mean timte, as he bad a good 
ship, expressly sent 9;ut on discoveries, a 
healthy : crew, and plenty of provisions, he 
rtsolved to pan a part of the IntenHsning 
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-winter^ in examining those parU of the oeean, 
which had been hitherto unTisIted. This de. 
sign, our commander communicated to his 
ofiicerS) and had the satisfaction of finding, 
that it received their zealous and cheerful 
coucurreiice. They, displayed the utmost 
Readiness for executing, in the most effectual 
manner, every measure he thought proper to 
adopt. With such good examples to direct 
them, the seamen were always obedient, and 
alert; apd on the present occasion, so far 
>vere they froip. wishing the f oyage to be con* 
eluded, that they rejoiced at th« prospect of 
its being prolonged, another year, and of soon 
enjoying the benefits of a milder climate. 

At this time, the captain was attacked by a 
bilious cholic, the violence of which confined 
him to his bed. The management of the 
ship, upon this occasiJ)n, was left to Mr* 
Cooper, the first olUcer, who conducted her 
eniirety to his commander's satisfaction* It 
va^ several days before the most dangerous 
symptoms of Captain CooIl's disorder werere- 
inovtfd ; during which time, Mr. Patten, tha 
surgeon, in atteudiug upon him, manifested 
not only the skilfulness of a physician, biit 
the tenderness of a nurse. When the captain 
began to recover, a favourite dog, belonging 
to Mr. Forster, was killed for his usa« Thera 
was no other fiesh meat whaterer on board, 
and ha ata not only of the brpth whioli 
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was mtde of it^ liiit of the ifeili itulfi when 
there was nothing else that be was capable of 
tasting. Thus did he deriTe nourishment^ and 
strength y from food^ which to most people n . 
Europe wonid have been in the highest 
degree disgusting, and productive of sickness. 
The necessity of the case oYercame every 
feeling of dislike. 

On tbe^ 32d of AprQ^ having touched at 
several Intervening places, Captain Cook reach- 
ed the island of Otaheite^ and anchored in ' 
Matavai Bay. 

During his stay there, he maintained a most 
friendly connexion with the inhabitants; and 
a continual Interchange of visits was preserved- 
between him and' Otoo, Towha,^ and other 
chiefs of the country. His traffic with them 
was greatly facilitated by his having foriui^ately 
brought with' him some r«d pavot feathers, 
from the island of Amsterdam.— 'Xhes'e were 
jewels of high value, iu the eyes of the Otahelt. 
, ans. The Captain's stock in trade was by thii 
time greatly exhausted ; so that, if it had not 
been for the feathers, he would have fonnd it 
ditHcuU to supply the ship with the necessary 
refreshments. 

Among other entertainmentS| which onr 
commander and the rest of the English gen«- 
tlemen, met with at Otaheite, one was a grand 
naval review. The Tessels of war consisted 
of a hundred and sixty large doHbli canoes 
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well equipped, planned and armed. They 

were decorated with flags atkd streamers; and 

the chiefs, together with all those who were 

on the fighting stages, were dressed in their 

war habits. The whole fleet made a noble 

appearance; such as our voyagers had never 

seen before, in this sea, nor could ever have 

expected. Besides the vessels of war, th^re 

were a hundred and seventy sail of smaller 

double canoes, which seemed to be desigifed 

for transports and victuallers. Upon each of 

them was a little house ; and they were rigged 

with a mast and sail, which was not the case 

with the war Canoes. Captain Cook. guessed 

that there were no less thai^ seven thousaind 

men in the whole fleet. He was not able to 

obtain full information concerning the desigti 

of this armament. 

Notwithstanding the agreeable tnterconrse 
that was, in general, maintained between our 
commander, and the people of Qtaheite, cir* 
cumstances occasionally happened, which 
called for peculiar exertions of his prudence 
and resolution. One of the natives, who had 
attempted to steal a water.cask from the wa» 
tering place, was caught in the fact, sent on 
board, and put io irons, la this situation, 
he was seen by king Otoo, and other chiefs. 
Captain Cook having made known to them the 
crime of their country many Otoo entreated that 
, he might be set at liberty. Thii the Captaiii 
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hower^r refused, aJledglrg, tliat trnce If* 
punished his awn people, when they commit- 
ted the least offence against Otoo's, it was but 
just that this man should also be punished. 
^s Captain Cook knew that Otoo would aot 
punish him, he resolved to do it himself. Ac* 
cordingly, he directed the criminal to be car* 
riedon shore to the tents, and having himself 
followed^ with the chiefs, and other Otaheit- 
ans, he ordered the guard out, under arms, 
and commanded the man to be tied up to a 
post. Otoo again solicited the culprit's re. 
lease, and in this he was seconded by his sis* 
ter. biit in Tain. The captain expostulated 
yfiih hm on tb^' conduct of the man, and of 
the Indians in general ; telling hfm, that nei. 
iher he, n6r aiiy of the ship's company, took 
the smallest matter of property from them 
without first paying for it ; enumerating the 
articles which the English had given in ex- 
change for such and such things: and urging^ 
that it waswrong'in them to steal, from those 
who were their friends. He added, that the 
punishing of the guilty person, i^ould be the 
means of saving: the lives oP'several pf Otoo's 
people, by deterring them f/oni committing 
crimes of the Tike nature, and thbs saving . 
iliem from the darfger of 'being shot to death, 
which would certainly happen, at one time or 
iother, if they persisted in their robberies.'^ 
^ith tktit argumenlf, the kiiig apt)eared to 
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be satisfied^ knd only derired that the mail 
might D«t be killed. Captaia Cook then di. 
rected that the crovrd^ which was very great, 
should be kept at a proper distance, and, ia 
the presence of them all, ordered the fellow 
two dozen of lashes with a cat.of.nine.tail8« 
This punishment the man sustained with great 
firmness, after which he was set at liberty. 
When the^ natives were going away, Towha 
called them back, and with much gracefulness 
of action, addressed them in a speech of nearly 
half an hour In length, the design of which 
was to condemn their present conduct, and to 
precommend a different one for the future. To 
make a farther impression upon the minds of 
the inhabitants, our commander ordered his 
marines to go through their exercises, and to 
load and iirejn volleys, with bail. As they 
were very quick in their manoeuvres, it is more 
easy to conceive than to describe the amaze- 
ment which possessed the Indians, daring the 
whole time, and, especially, those of thei^ wl^o 
had not seen any thing of the kind before. 

Two goats, that had been given by Captaia 
Furneaua to Otoo, in the former part of the 
voyage^ seemed to promise fair for answering 
the purposes for which they were left upon 
the Island. The ewe, soon after,' had two 
female kids, which were now almost full grown. 
iU tba same time^ tho old ewe was again with 
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lid. The people wer» wcry fond of tkem and 
they were in excellent condition* From these 
•circumstaiices, Captaiiv Cook entertained a 
hope that, in a course of years, (bey would 
multiply so much, as to be extended over all 
thejsles of the southern ocean. The like suc- 
cess did not attend the sheep, which had been 
left in the country. Th^se speedily died, one 
excepted, which was said to be yet alive. Our 
navigators also furnished the natives with cats, 
having given awsy no less thaQ twenty at 
Otaheite, besides some which had been made 
presents of, at Ulietea, and Hoaheine. 

On the i5th of May, Captain Cook anchored 
in Owharree Harbour* in the island of Hua* 
heine. He was immediately visited by his 

'friend Oree, and the same agreeable inter* 
course subsisted between the Captain and this 
good old chief, which had formerly taken 
place. Red feathers were not here in such 
estimation, as they had been at Otaheite ; the 
natives of Hoaheine, having the good sense to 
give a preference to more useful articles, socli 
as nails and axes. 

When oiir commander was ready to sail from 
this island, Oree was the last man that went 
out of ' the vessel. At parting. Captain Cook 

' told him that they should meet each other no 
more ; at which he wept, and said *^ J^et your 
*^ sons come, we wHl treat them wait" 
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W^ sb^l Qpw paii prer tht detail of CapV 
Cook's proceedings, pntil his arriral at Queen 
4DharLott'e's Soun^j where it was his intention 
to refr/esh his crev once more, and put his Teg« 
^el in a co/i^dition, to encounter the southera 
latitudes. 

in t^e course pursued, he had discovered 
two groups of islands, which he called the New- 
Hebrides, and New Caledonia : also several 
.other smaller ones, but the incidents were 8<y 
similar, in all these places, that a relation of 
them .could not interest the reader* • 

Qn ithe 1.3th of October, he anchored before 
Ship Co?e, in that sound ; and the first thing 
he iiij a^fter landing, was to look for the bot- 
tle he had left on the shore, in which was a 
meiaora^dum. It was taken away; and it 
soon appeared, from indubitable circomstancefty 
limt thfi Adventure had been in the cove^ 
lafter jt va« quitted by the Resolution. 

Upon yisiting the gardensj which had been 
loxmed at MLotuara, they were found almost in 
a state 9f nature, having been wholly neglected 
by the inhabitants. Many, however, of the 
articles were in a flourishing condition, and 
shewed how well they liked the soil in which 
Ihey were planted. It was several days before 
any of the oatives made their appearance; but 
when they did m^ and recognised Captain 
.^ok,ajid his friends, joy succeeded to fear. 
They h9ivii«d in numbers out of the yip9i9^ 
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and embraced the English oTcr and oter agaioy 
leaping and skipping about like road.men* 
The captain's whole intercourse with the New 
i^ealanders, during this, his third visit to 
Queen Charlotte's Sound, was peaceable and 
friendly; and one pf them, a man apparently 
f consequence, whose name was Pedero, 
presented him with a staff of honour, such as 
the chiefs generally carry* in return, our 
commander dressed Pedero, who had a fine 
person, and a good presence, in a suit of old 
clothes, of which he was not a littfe proud. 

Captain Cook still continued his solicitude, 
to stock the island with useful animaU; and 
accordingly, in addition' to what he had for- 
merly done, he ordered two pigs, a boar and 
a sow, to be put on shore. There was reason 
to believe that some of the cocks and hens, 
which had formerly been left hf^re, still existed. 
None of them, indeed, were seen ; but a hen'n 
egg was found, which had not long been laid. 
On the 10th of November, Captain Cook 
took his departure from New Zealand, in fur. 
' tber pursuit of his great object, the determi-' 
nation of the question, concerning the exi&U 
ence of a southern continent. Haying sailed 
till the 27th, in different degrees of latitude^ 
extending from 4S^ to 5do48' south, he gave up 
' all hopes of finding any more land in this 
'ocean. He came, , therefore, to the resolation 
< of aoastiiig the tonth side of Terra del Fiiegb; 
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round Cape Horn, to Strait Le Maire. Oi 
this shore, the world had hitherto obtained 
but a very Imperfect knowledge, but the result 
of this design was, to supply all that hud beea 
defective, in the accounts of former navi/^ators* 

On the 28th of December he proceeded 
round Cape Horn, through Strait I^ Mair**« 
—The great purpose of his navigation round 
the globe being thus completed, the captain, 
to the great joy of his crew, directed the helm 
to be set for the cape of Good Hope, intend- 
ing to return to England without further delay, ' 
' Soon after he had come to this determi. 
nation, he called together the officers and 
cr^'W^ and enjoined them not to divulge where 
they had been, till they wve permitted to do 
so by the Admiralty ; he promised' also, to' re- 
commmend for promotion and reward, all 
such as deserved it. 

On Wednesday the 22d of March, he an« 
chored in Table Bay; having, during the cir. 
cnmnavigation of the globe, from the period 
ofMeaving the Cape of Good Hope, to his re. 
turn to it a^^ain^ aailed no less than twenty 
thousand leagues. This was an extent ofvoy. 
age nearly equal to three times the cjrcum. 
ference of the earth, and which had never been 
accomplished before, 'by any ship in the same 
time. In such a case, it could not be a matter 
ofsurptise, that the rigging and sails of the 
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arge punctures or ridf^es raised on different 
parts o/ their bodies, either in strait or curTed 
lines, may be considered in that light. Most 
of tbem had their hair and beards smeared witb 
a red ointment ; and the faces of some were pain, 
ted wilii Che same composition. Every present 
^hich Captain Cook made them, they received 
without the l«*ast appearance of satisfaction. 
Of bread and elepiiant fish, which were offered 
iUciay they refused to taste, but shewed that they 
were fond of birds as an article of food. Two 
pigs, which the captain bati brought on shore, 
having come within their reach, they seized them 
by the ears, asa dog would have done, and would 
have carried them olf immediately, apparently 
to kill them. Our commander being desirous of 
knowing the use of the stick which one of the 
Indians had in his hands, he signified, by signs, 
his wishes to that purpose. His intimation so far 
succeeded, that one of them set up a piece of 
wood as a mark, and threw at it, at the distance 
of twenty yards. There was no reason to 
commend his dexterity ; for, after repeated 
trials, he was still very wide from his object* 
Omai, to convince the natives how moch oor 
weapons were superior to theirs, then fired his 
musket at a mark, by which they were so 
greatly terrified, that notwithstanding ail the 
endeavours of the English to quiet their mind3^ 
they ran instantly into the woods. 
After the retrtat of the Indiaos, Captaia 



Cook, judging thAi their fears would prerent 
their remaining near enough to observe what ' 
passed^ ordered the two pigs, being a boaf and 
a sowy to be carried aboiK a mile within the 
liead of tiie baj, and saw them left tbeie, by 
the side of a fresh-water brook. It was, at 
Urst, hi& benevolent intention to make an addi* 
tionsi present to Van Diemen's Land, ol a 
young bull and cow, together with some sheep 
lind goats. But, he laid aside this design, 
being persuaded that the natives ^ould destroy ^ 
tkem. As pigs are animals which soon become 
wild, and are fond of the thickest cover of the 
woods, there was the greatest probability of 
their being preserved. For the accommoda- 
lioii of the other cattle, an open place must 
have been chosen; in whick situation, they 
could not have been concealed many days. 

While oar navigators were at Van Diemen's 
Ijand, they were successful in obtBiuing a plen. 
tiful crop of grass for their cattle, and suph 
as was far more excellent than what they had 
met with at their first going on shore. The' 
quantity collected was judged by the captain 
to be sufficient to last till his arrival in New 
Zealand. 

Some wretched constructions of stkks, corer. 
ed with bark, and which did not deserve the 
name of huts, were indeed found near the 
shore; bat these seemed only, to have been 
erected for temporary purposes* The most 
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Mhtfortable ImMlations'of th^ tiatifis wi$r^ 
aftbrd«d by the larg^^st trees. Tliei;^ had th»'ir 
frunks hbilawed but hy fife, to the h«*fght of 
Hx bf 8e?en fe«*t; and there was rooirf 
enough in them for three or four persons to n\t 
found a hearth, made of clay. At the samef 
tline^ th^se places of shelter are durable; for 
the people take rare to leate orte side oi the 
tree sdutid, which it sufficient to kerp it \ii 
luxuriant growth. 

On the 30th 6f January^ 1777, Captain Cook 
safled from Adventtire Bay, and on the l^th 
of February, cAoie to an anchor at his old 
aituiltion of Quet-n Charlotte's Sound, in Nevr 
Zealand. Here, according to his instructions, 
lie Whs to take in a supply of wood atld water, 
and of hay for the cattltf. The number of 
these i^as now sensibly diminished, seterai 
having died during the hard weather they 
had met. 

Out* nafigatorShad not lonj[beeti at ah anchbr^ 
before a number of eitnoes came al<$1^glside of 
the ships. Howeter, very few of the native's 
n^oold Venture on botfrd ; which appeared tho 
more extraordinary, as the captain was Well 
kiiown td them all, and they cbuld ndt be in. 
berisible; how liberally he had behaved td them 
on ft^rmelr occilsioiia. There wad one man itt 
particiilarj Ivhom he tiad treated with remiirkable 
kindness, during the whole Of hi^ last stay in 
tlih plai^; lind yei^ neither profossioiM of 
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friendship, nor presents, could prefail npoQ 
him to enter the Resolution. 

There was a real cause for this shyness on 
the part of tiie New Zeaiauders. A dreadful 
eTent had happened to sonle of Captain Fur. 
netfux's crew, whileiieiay in Queen Charlotte's 
Sound, after he had finally separated from Cap* 
tain Cook, In the former voyage. Ten meu^ 
who had been sent out in the laige cutter, to 
gather wild greens for the ship's company, were 
killed, in a skirmish with the natives. What 
was the cause of the quarrel could not be as* 
certained, as not one of the company Survired, 
to relate the story. Lieutenant Burney, who 
was ordered to go in search of th^m, found 
only some fragments of tiicir bodies, from 
"which it appeared, that they had been convert* 
ed into food for the inhabitants. It was f^ar 
of this being revenged, \«hioh now rendered 
the Ne^ Zeaiauders so fearful of entering the 
British vessels. From the conversation of 
Omai^ who was on board the Adventure, 
wheu the melancholy affair happened, they 
knew that it could not be unknown to Captain 
Cook. The Captain, therefore, judged it ne. 
cessary to use ev^ry en^leavrur to assure them, 
of the contiuutince of his friendship. It was, 
most probably, in consequence of this assu* 
ranee, that ttie'y soon laid aside ail manner 
of restraint an^. distrust. 

In the mean whiles i\m operations for refitting 
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f%« ships, and for obtaining proi isions, were 
carried on with great vigour. For the pro« 
tection of the p^rty oq shore, our commander 
appointed a guard of ten marines, andl>rd«'red 
arms for all the workmen ; with whum one of 
the officers constantly rtimaiiied. A boat was 
never sent to any distance without betni; arm* 
ed, and under the direction of such officers a» 
nigbt be depended upon, and who were well 
acquainted with the natives. In Capt. CookVi 
former visit to this country, he had never made 
vs« of such precautions ; nor was he now con- 
tinced of their absolute necessity. But, after 
Ihe tragical fate of the crew of the Adventurers 
lM>at in this sound, it was impos.sible to free 
our navigators from all apprehensions of expe* 
riencing a similar calamity. 

Whatever fears the inhabitants might at firat 
entertain of the resentment of the English, 
they soon became so perfectly easy on the sub- 
ject, as to take up their residence ck>se to our 
"Voyagers; and the .advantage of this was not 
inconsiderable. Every day^ when the weather 
would permit, some of them went out to catch 
ilsb, and our people generally obtained, by 
exchanges, a good share of the produce of their 
labours, in addition to the supply which was 
afibrded by our own nets and lines. Nor was 
there a deficiency of vegetable refreshments ; 
to which was united spruce- beer, for drink ; so 
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that if the seeds of th« scorvj hai! be«i con- 
tractf d by any of the crew, they would spe«^ 
i)y have befeii removed by sach a regimen. The 
fact, however, was, that there were only tW9 
invalids apoii the sick lists, in both ships. 

AmontfKt the persons who occasionally visit- 
ed the Eoglisb, was a chief of the name of 
Kahoora, who, as Captain Cook was itifomied^ 
bad iVaded the party that cut oif Captain Far- 
neaa^L^s people, and ba,d himself killed Mr. 
Howe, the officer who commanded. This man, 
oar commander was strongly solicited to pnA 
to death, even by some of the natives; and 
Omai was particularly eager and violent upom 
the subject. To these solicitation^ the Captata 
paid not the least degree of attention. H« 
even admired Kahoora*8 courage, and was ik>^ 
.a little pltfased with the cdnfidence with wliick 
be had put himself into his powt^f. 

Captain Cook continued, in (his his last visit 
to Nevtr Zealand, the solicitude he had formerl/ 
shewn, to be of some essential future service to 
the country. Td one chief, he gave two goats, 
a male and female, with a kid ; abd to anotlier 
twb pigs, a boar and a sow. At different tines, 
also, he had left in Ne^ Zealand ten or a dozen 
hogs, besides those %^bich had been put oa 
siiol^ by Captain Furneatxx. It would, there- 
fore, be extraordinary, if' thift race of animals 
iliould not increase, and be preserveil^ eitber 
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in 9 wild or j^omeetic state. With r(>i;ivrd to 
the gafdens wbSch had formerly been planted, 
tboiigh they had almost entirely been neglect- 
ed, and $oine of them destroyed, they were 
not 'irhoUy unproductive. They were found 
to contain cabbages, onions, leeks, purslain, 
Tadishes, mustard, and a few potatoes. The 
potatoes, which had first been brought from the 
Cape of Good Hope, were greatly m«*liorated 
by change of soil ; and with proper cultivation, 
would be superior to those produced in most 
other countries. 

At the request of Omai, Captain Cook coni- 
•ented to take with him two youths from Ne^ 
Zealand.. That they might not quit' their na. 
<We country lender any mtstakpn ideas, the 
Captain took care to inform their parents, in 
the strongest terms, that they would never re« 
turn. This declaration seemed, however, to 
make no kind of impression. The father of 
the youngest lad resigned him with utter indif. 
fereiice, and even ^stripped the boy of the little 
clothing he possessed, deliv^riiig him quite 
naked into the hands of our voy.agers. This 
was not the case with the mother of the other 
youth, She took her leave of him with ajl the 
marks of tender affection that might be expected 
between a parent and child on such an occa. 
sion; but she soon resumed her clieerfulAeS9, 
«nd went away wholly unconcerned. 

On the ^^ihc4 February^ Captain Coo^ 
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*foo<1 out of Qaeen Cbariofte's Sound, and hv 
the 27th, got clear of N.w Ze.Sd.Nj 
•oon-r had the ,bip, lost right of the land 
than the two young adventurers from that 
country, one of whom was nearly ei/rhteeii 
y*ars of age, ,„d the other about ten, b^' 
deeply to repeat of the step they had\a£ 
Ihey wepf, and made their, lamentation i*; 
kind of song, that seemed to be expressire of 
the praise, of their country, and pJople, from 
which they were to be sepa^ted forWr. f" 
this disposition they continued for many dav," 
hot as their sea-sickness wore off, the fits of 
lamentation became less and less frequent and 
at length entirely ceased. By dJre^\V!r 
native country, and their friends, were foJo!! 
ten, and they appeared to be as firmly at tachf^ 

llLT''"'""' " •' ""^ ^ ''«^- "o^S 

Ort the Sd of April, Captain Cook cast an 
chor before an island which was called VVa' 

**?!!' X*'"U'""''"' *"•* Immediately dit" 
patched Mr. Gore, one of the officersf i2th 
three boats, to endeavour to open an interconiS' 
with (he natives. Mr. Gore himself, O^? 
and two others, however, yere the onljr ^'' 
sons that stepped ashore. It had never ^J 
vyited by Europeans before ; but the surSe 
«f the par y was great, when Omai recrnS 
«mong,t the crowd assembled on tKS* 
ttree of hia own countrymen, natives Jf^ 
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Society Islands. The distance between these 
two places, was two hundred leagues of ocean^ 
and the wretched canoes, their inhabitants are 
known to make use of, are fit only for pas* 
sage where sight of land is scarcely ever lost. 
It may easily b«» supposed, with wJiat n?utual 
surprize and satisfaction, this interview of Omai 
witii his countrymen was attended. Twelve 
years before, about twenty persons in number^ 
of both sexes, had embarked on board a canoe, 
at Otaheite, to cross over to the neighbouring 
island of Ulietea. A violent storm having 
arisen,- which drove them out of their course, 
and their provisions being very scanty, they 
suffered incredible hardships, and the greatest 
part of them perished by famine and fatigue. 
Four men only survived, when they were pro- 
videntially brought within sight of the people 
of (his island, who rmmediately sent out canoes, 
and brought them on shore. Those who now 
survived expressed a strong seAse of the kind 
treatment they had received ; and so well sa- 
tisfied were they with their present situation, 
that they refused the offer of beings conveyed 
to their native country. A very important 
instruction may be derived from this incident. 
It will serve to explain how the different part's 
of the earth, and, in particular, how the islands 
of the South Sea, though lying remote from 
any inhabited continent, or from each other, 
may have originally been peopled. Similar 
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Bi^vf'nfireBh&TP occurrpd in the bistorj qf nar 
vigation^ and shipwrecks. 

Having weighed anchor from W9.tefoii, the 
Captain^ on the )st of May, reached Aniiamoo. 
ka, ^^here he took the very sarnie station whicli 
he had Qccapied when he visited tbe country, 
three years before. , A friendly intercourse 
was immediately opened with the natives^ and 
fvery thing was settled to ti^e Captain'^ satis- 
faction. The only interrnption to the harmony 
w*Mch sabsisted b^^t ween our people and th^ 
natives of Annamooka, arose from the thievish 
dIspositioD of many of the inhabitants. £ven 
some of the chiefs did not tfainljL the practice 
unbecoming their dignity. One of .theip was 
detected in carrying a boU put ojT the ^hip, for 
which Captaiji Cook senjtenced him to receive 
a dozen lashes, and kept him cgnfihed, till h.e 
had p^id a hog for his liberty. After this, our 
navigators were no longer ,troubi«*d with thieves 
of rank; b.ut their servants, or sjfiyes, we^ still 
eqnployed iq the djrty ^oTk; and upon thein a 
fl<>ggii^ seen^ed toipake no grefi^ter impressioq, 
than j,t would have done upoj? the nxaui,>^mast. 
At length Captain Cleric invenji^d a mqcje of 
treat,nxent yvhi.ch wa9 thought to be product! ye 
of some good jpltect. {le p.ut the jth,ieves .into 
the hfin.ds pf ih^ barber, j»nd completely shaved 
^heir heads^ In cojpsequenqe of this operation^ 
they becajogi^ objects of ridicule, to thjeir own 
f ountjymenl^ fi.ud our peoyj^le by H^eping t^em 
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ftt a distaBce, w«>re i»nabled to deprire them of 
fatare opportunities, for a repetition of tlieir 
rogueries. 

Thelslarid of Annamobka being exhausted 
of its articles of food, on the 10th of June, 
Captain Cook arrived at Tongataboo, where 
the King was -waiting for him upon the beach, 
and immediately conducted iiim to a small, but 
n^at house, which, he was told, was at his ser^ 
▼ice, during his stay in the island. The house 
was situated, a little within the skirts of the 
woods, and had a fine large area before it ; so 
that a more agreeable spot could not ha?e been 
provided. 

Captain Cook, on the 19th, made a distri. 
bution of the animals, which he had selected as 
presents for the principal men of the island. 
To Paulaho,the king, he gave a young English 
bull and cow, together with three goa^s; to 
Mai>eewagee, a chief of consequence, a Capn 
ram and two ewes; and to Feenow^a.horse and 
a mare. Oma1,at the same tinne, was instructed 
to represent the importance of these animals, 
and to explain, as far as he was capable of 
doing it, the manner in which they should be 
pi^eserYed and treated. 

'On the 17th of July, oar commander took 
his final leave of (he 'Friendly islands, and 
resumed his voyage, and on the 12th August, 
reache4 the south.«ast part of Otaheite««— 
Omai*s first reception amongst his eountrymeo, 
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was not entirely of a flattering naiare. Thougli 
8«'veral persons came on board, Wifo knew bim, 
and one of them was his brother-iii-Iaw^ there 
was nothing remarkably tender, or striking, ia 
theic mef'ting. An interview which Oinai had 
with his sister was agri^eable to the feelings of 
nature; for it was marked with expressions of 
tender aftVcti on, more rasy to be conceived than 
f^escribed. in a visit, likewise, which he re- 
ceived from an aunt, the old lady threw herself 
at his feet, aud plentifully bedewed them with 
tears of joy. 

Captain Cook had, at this time, an importaDt 
affair to settle. As he knew that he could now 
be furnished witha plentilul supply of cocoa, 
nuts, the liquor of wMch is an excellent and 
wholesome beverage, he was desirous of pre- 
vailing upon his people to consent to their 
being abriflged, durrlig th^ir stay at Otaheite, 
and the neighbouring islands, of their stated 
allowance of spirits, to mix with water. But 
as this stoppage of a favourite article, without 
assigning some reason for it, might occasion 
murmurs, he thought it most prudent to as. 
semblje the ship's company, and to make known 
to them the design of the voyage, and the ex. 
tent of their future operations. He made no 
doubt, he told them, that he should find them 
>villing to co<-operate with him in attaining the 
object of the voyage; but to give the best 
chance of success, it would be necessary to 
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obs&ryp the utmost ceconowy, in the Vxpi*n<?i-' 
tare of the stores and provisions, as (her<* was 
no probability of gf'ttiii^ a supply, «ny where, 
after leaving these islands. He remindf d them, 
that, in consequence of the opportunity ha v. 
ing been lost, of getting to the north this sum. 
mer, the voyage must last, at least, a year 
longer than had originally been supposed. He 
entreated them to consider the difficulties they 
might still meet with, and the hardships they 
>ou!d have to endure, if it should be found 
necessary fo put them to short allo^^anre, of 
any specif s of provisions, in a cold climtite. 
For these very liubstantj}) I reasons, he submitted 
to them, whet htr it would not be better to be 
prudefft in time, and, rather than to incur the 
hazard of having no spirits left, when ^uch a 
cordial m ould most be wanted, to consent to 
give up (heir grog now, when so excellent a 11- 
quor as that oi cocoa*uuts, could be substituted 
in its place. In conclupion, our commander 
Jeft the det' rmiiiatioii of the matter, entirely 
to their own choice. 

Xhis speech produced its full effect on the 
gi^nerous niinds of the English seamen. Cap- 
tain Cook had the satisfaction of finding, that 
his proposal did not remain a single moment 
under consideration ; being unanimously and 
immediately approved of, without the least 
objection, Accordrngly, grog was do longer 
s«ryedy lixcepting ou Saturday nights ; whea 
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the companies of both ships had a full allow. 
aiice of it, that they might driok the healths of 
th<*ir friends in England. 

On the 24fh, Captain Cook quitted the south, 
east part of Otaheile, and resumed his old 
station in Matarai Bay. Immediately upon 
his arrival, he was visited by Otoo, the king of 
the whole island^ and th^ir former friendship 
was renew«d. One of our commander's first 
objects, was to dispose of all the European 
animals which were in the ships. Accordiugly^ 
he conveyed to Oparre, Otoo's place of. resU 
dence, a peacock and hen ; a turkey coick and. 
hen ; one gander, and three geese ; a djrake,. 
and four ducks. The geese and ducks begaa 
to breeds before our navigators left their pre- 
sent station. There wire already at Otoo's 
several goats, and the Spanish bull ; which 
was one of the iinest animals of the kind that 
was ever seeo. Captain Cook i^so p%tit the 
three cows he had on board, together with a 
bull of his own ; to all ivhich were added th^ 
horse and mare, iaind the -she^p that hfid still 
remained in the vessels. 

Captain Cook and Captain Cler]c, on the. 
14th of September^ mounted on . horseback, 
and took a ride round the plain of Mataral, 
to the great surprize of a large number o/ the' 
natives, who attended upon the occasion, and 
gazed upon theei with the utmost astonish* 
meut« What the two captains had begun, 
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was afterwards repeaUd e?fry day, by rtneand 
another of our people ; notwithstanding vrhich, 
thecuiiosity of the Otaheitans still confinuid 
unabated. They were exceedingly delighted 
With these animals, after they had seen the 
use which was made of them. Not all the 
fiovelties, pot together, wliich European Tiai. 
lers had carried among the inhabitants, inspired 
them with so high an idea of the greatness of 
distant rations. 

The manner in which our commander wa<i 
freed from a rheumatic complaint, that con^* 
sisted of a pain extending' from the hip to the 
foot,'deser?es to be recorded. Otoo's mother, 
his three sisters, and eight other women, weni 
on board for the express purpose of undertak- 
ing the cure of his disorder. He accepted of 
their friendly ojrer,had a bt'd spread for them on 
Ihd cabin Hoor, and submitted himself to their 
directions. Being desired to lay himself down 
amongst them, as many of them as could get 
round him, began to squeeze him with both 
hands, from head to foot, but more particularly 
in the part where the pain was lodged, till 
they made his bones crack, and his flesh be^ 
came a perfect^ mummy. After undergoing 
this discipline, about a quarter of an hour, he 
was glad to be released from the women. The 
operatioB, howerer, gave him immediate relief ; 
BO that he >^as eocouraged to submit to another 
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r^iibbing dowp« before h« wMt to bed ; tbe 
conseqacnco of which was^ that he was totally; 
•asy all the succeeding night. His female phy^ 
sicians repeated their prescriptions the next 
morning, and again in the evening; after which^ 
his. pains were entirely remo?ed, and the cur^ 
was perfected. This operation, which is called 
Romie^ is universally practised among these 
islanders ; being sometimes performed by the 
men, but more generally Jby the yofiien. 

Captain Coolc, who ndw had resolved to de« 
part soon from Otaheite^ accompanied, on the 
37th, Otoo to Oparree, and examined the cattie 
and poultry, which he had consigned to his 
friend's care. £very thing was in a promising 
way^ and properly attended. The captain' 
procured from Otoo four goats ; two of which 
he designed tolea^e at Ulletea, where none had 
as yet been introduced ; and the other two^ he 
proposed to reserte for the use of any islMids 
lie might meet with In his passage to the north. 
On the next day, Otoo came on board, and in. 
formed our commander, that he had a* canoe, 
which he desired him to carry home, a» a pr^* 
sent to the Earee rdhU no PrHoM. This, be. 
said, WM the only thing he could send, whUh 
was worthy of his Majesty's acteptance. Cap. 
tain Cook was pleased with Otoo, for this mark 
of his gratitude ; and the more, as the thought 
was entirely his own. Not on« of oar people 
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bad f ifea him tli« least KiDtconserniBi^ it ; and 
it shewed him fail/ sensible to whopi he stooa 
indebted, for the most falaabie presents that 
he had received. As the canoe was too large 
to be taken on board) the captain could only 
thank him from his good intentions ; but it 
would have given him a much greater satisfac- 
tion, if bis present could have been accepted. 

From Otaheite our voyagers sailed^ on th^ 
30th, and on the I^th of October arrived at 
Owhari^ harbour, on the west side of Hua- 
heine. . The grand business of our commander 
at this isliind, was the settlement of Omai, In 
order to obtain the consent of the chiefs of the 
island, the affair was conducted with great 
solemnity, Omai, dressed himself very pro. 
perly on the occasion ; brought with him a 
suitable as8ortment of presents, went through 
a variety of religious ceremonies, and made a 
speech, the topics of which had been dictated 
tp him by our commander. The result of the 
negoCiation was, that a spot of ground was 
assigned him, the ^tent of which, along the 
shore ot the harbour^ was about two hundred 
yards, and its depths to the foot of the hill^ 
some If hat more. A proportional part of the 
hill was included in the grant. This business 
having been adjusted In a satisfactory, ntanner^ 
the carpenters of both ships were employed in 
building a small bouse for Omai, in which he 
mi(ht secure liii £firoptaa €eBimoditiei« At 
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the same tim^, some of the English made a 
garden for his use, in which the^ planted shad* 
docks, Tines, pine-apples, tnelons, and the 
seeds of several other vegetable articles. All 
of these, Captain Cook had the satisfaction of 
Seeing, in a flourishing state, before he left the 
island. 

At Huaheine, Omai found a brother, a sis* 
ter,and a brother.in-law, by whom he was re- 
ceived with great regard and tenderness; — But 
though they were faithful and affectionate in 
their attachment to him, the captain discoTered, 
with concern, that they were of too little con. 
sequence in the island, to be capable of ren- 
dering him any positive service. They had nut 
either authority or influence to protect hJs per. 
son or property; and, in such a situation, 
there was every reason to apprehend, that he 
might be In danger of being stripped of all his 
possessions, as soon as he should cease to be 
supported by the power of the English. Ta 
. prevent this evil, if possille, our commander 
advised him to conciliate the favour and pro- 
tection of two or three of the principal chiefs, 
by a proper distribution .of some of his move* 
ables ; with which advice, he prudently com. 
plied. Captain Cook, however, did not er« 
tirely trust to the operation of gratitude, but 
took every opportunity of signifying to the ic« 
habitants, that it was his intention to return 
to th^ island again; and tha^ if he did not 
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find Qmai in the same ttale ;*f Mcaritjr- im 
which he left him, all those whom he ihoald 
th«n discover to have been his enemies, jhould. 
feel his resentment. As the oatiyes bad now 
form<'d an opinioji, that their country' would 
be visited by the ships of England at stated 
periods, there was ground to hope, that this 
threatening declaration woa Id produce no in.i 
considerable effect. .... 

When Omti's house waf nearly finished, and 
many of his moveables were carried ashore, a» 
box ottoys excited the admiraticdi of the mnU 
titudoi iu a much higher degree .thaa articles, 
of a more useful nature. With n>|^rd to M^ 
pots, kettles, dishes^ plates, dcinkiug.mugSy 
glasses, and the whole train of domestic accoro. 
modations, which in our estimation are so ne- 
cessary and important, scarcely any ^one of* 
his countrymen would condescend to look, 
upon them. . Omai himself, being sensible 
that these pieces of English furniture would- 
be of no great consequence, in his present 
situation, wisely sold a. number of them^ 
among the people of the ships, for hatchets, 
aud other iron tools, which had a more intrinsic 
valve in this part of the world, and would give 
him a moce distinguished superiority over tboso 
with whom he was to pass the remainder of 
his days. 

The Europesin weapons of Omai, consisted 
ofamuskety bayonat, «nd eartouch-box; a 
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fowUng.plece, two pair of pistols, and two or, 
three swords, or cutlasses. With th^ posses. 
sioD of these warlike implements, he was highly 
delighted ; and it was only to gratify hjs eagei^ 
desire for them, that Captain Cook was induced 
to make him such presents. The captain 
wotsld otherwise have thought it happier for. 
bim to be without fire-arms,^ or any European 
weapons, lest an imprudent use of them should 
jratber encrease his dangers, than establish his 
Bnperiority. 

Whatever faults belonged to Omai^s cba. 
racter, they were orerbalanced by his good 
nature, and his gratitude. He had a tolerable 
share of understanding, but it was not accom« 
panied with application and. perseverance ; sp 
that his knowledge was, in most instances, im. 
perfect; nor was he a man of much observation. 
Captain Cook, however, was confident, that 
be would endeavour to briifg to perfection, the 
fruits and vegetables which had been planted 
in bis garden. This, of itself, would be no 
small acquisition to the natives. — But the 
greatest benefit which these islands were likely 
to receive from Omai's travels, was the ani* 
maid that were left upon them; and which, 
bad it not been for his coming to England, 
they might probably never have obtained. When 
these Should multiply, of which Captain Cook 
thought there was little reason to doubt, Ota. 
beite, and tha So<nety islands, would equal^ if 
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not *urpa», anycouDtrjiatliekaiiwD voild,' 

far plenty of protisions. 

Before our commander wiled from Hutheioe, 

be had the following inscription cot oa ttie 

outside orOmi.i's house, in Utio ; 
■ George III, King, 2 Naoember, 1777. 
„,. \ ResolalioH, Jamet Cook, Captatrtf 
lilupi ^ Qf,^j,gry, Chiclet Clerky Captam, 

On the ULine day, Omai took hit final leave of 
oar navigators ia a very afiectionate maaner. 
He suataioed himself with ■ manly resoliitioii 
till he came to Captain Cook, when his atmost 
efibrtt to conceal his tears failed ;~ and he con- 
tinued to weep all the time that the boat was 
Gonre|ing him to shore. Not a^in to resains - 
the aubject, it may be here mentioned, that 
when the captain was at Uiietea, a fortnight af- 
ter this event, Omai »ent two men with the sa- 
tisfactory intvUigence, that he remained undis- 
turbed by the people of lluaheine, :^nd tliat 
«very thing succeeded well with him, eicept- 
log in the loss of his goat, which had died iu 
kidding. This intelligence was accompanied 
with a request, that another 
given him, together with tw 
commander, esteeming himself 
ing an additional opportunity 
dispatched the messenger bad 
and a couple of kids, nrale and 
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lifce fats of tin twa )'euA> who had be<>n 
brought from new Zealand must not be for- 
gotten. Ai they were extiemelj deHlrloos of 
eMitltiDing with our people, Capteln Cook 
would hate carried them to GngliiHl with him^ 
if there had appeared the most diitaot proba- 
bility of thrir erer be#i^ reMored to their own 
Goantrj. Tiirooa, the eldest of them, was a 
jtry well dlB|ioged young man, with atroug 
natnral senie, and a capacity of receiving any 
tnilruclion. He seemed to be fully convinced 
«f thi- inferiority of New Zealand to these 
islands, and resigned Mmself, though with re- 
lactatice, to end his days, in ease and plenty, 
in Huaheine. The other had formed so strong 
■n altRohfnbnt to our naTtgators, that it was 
necestary to take him out of the ship, and 
carry him uhore by force. This neceMity 
wai the more painful, as he was a witty, smart 
boy; and, on that account a great fatourite 
onboard. Both these youths became a part 
of Oraat's family. 

Some days after, a very troublesome affair 
happened at Ulietea, the next island at which 
and which nothing but the 
i prudence df the command- 
brought to to favoarable an 
irning of the 24lh, the cap- 
, that a wldsbipman, and a 
elooging^ to tha Discovery, 
i It HOD appeared that Diey 
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had g^one atrsy in « canoe^ in the preceding 
evening, and had now reached the other end 
of the island. Though Captain Clerk Imme- 
diateij vet out in quest at thenu with two 
armed boats, and a party of marines, his ex- 
pedition proved fruitless, the natives having 
amused him the whole day with false, intelli- 
geoce. The next morning, account was brought 
that the deserters were at Otaha. As thejT 
were not the only pertons in the ships who 
wished to spend their days at these favourite 
islands,' it became necessary, for the purpose 
of preventing any farther, desertion, to recover 
them at all events* Captain Cook, therefore, 
in order to convince the inhabitants that he 
was in earnest, resolved to go after the fugl. 
tives himself; to which measure he was 
determined, from having observed, that the 
natives had seldom deceived him- with false 
Information. 

Agreeable to this resolution, the captain 
set out, the next morning, with two armed 
boats, being accompanied by Oreo, the chief 
of Ulietea, and proceeded immediately to 
Otaha. But when he had gotten to, the place 
vrbere the deserters were expected to be found , 
he was informed, that they were gobe over to 
Bolabola. Thither 6nr commander did not 
think proper to follow them, having determin* 
ed to parsue another measure, which he judged 
wouhl more effectiialiy answer hii porpoie. 

1 
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This measure iras, to put the chl«»f's son, 
daughter, and aon-in.Iaw, into confinemenr, 
and to detain them till the fugitiv'es should b'e 
restored. As to Oreo, he was informed, that 
he was at liberty to leave the ship, whenever he 
pleased, and to take such methods, as he es- 
teemed best calculated to get our two men 
back ; that, if he succeeded, his friends should 
be released ; if not, that Captain Cook was 
resolved to carry them away with him. In con. 
sequence of this explanation of our command- 
er's views and intentions, Oreo zealously ex;, 
erted himself to recover the deserters; for which 
purpose, he dispatched a canoe to Bolabola, 
with a^message to Opoony, the sovereign of 
that i8land,acquaintinghim with what had hap- 
.pened, and requesting him to seize the two 
fugitives, and send them back. The messenger, 
who was no less a person than the father of 
Pootoe, Oreo's son-in-law, came, before he 
. set out, to Captain Cook, to receive his com* 
jnands; which were, not to return without the 
runaways, and to inform Opoony, that, if they 
had left Bolabola, he must dispatch canoes in 
search of them, till they should finally be re- 
stored. These vigorous measures were, at 
length, successful. On the 38th, the deserters 
were brought back ; and, as soon as they were 
on board, the three prisoners were released. 

While this affair was in suspense, some of 
the natives^ from Uiefr anxiety^ oa account of 



ihp ronjfinement of the chiefs relations, had 
formed a design of a ▼«»ry serious nature ; 
vhich was no less than to sf'izft upon tti<> persons 
of Captain Clerk, and Captain Cook. With 
r^grtrd to Captain Cleric, they made no secret 
of speaking of th«'ir sch»>m«*, the day, after it 
was discovered. But their first and grand plan 
of operations, was to Iny hold of Captain Cook, 
Jt was his custom to hathe, ewrf evening, in 
fresh water ; in doing which, he frequently went 
atone, and always without arms. As the in<* 
habitants expected him to go, as usual, on 
the f'venlng of the ^Oth, they had determined, 
at that tim«*, to make him a prisoner. But 
he had thought it prudent, after confining 
Oreo^s family, to avoid putting himsf^lf in their 
power; and had cautioned Captain Ct^rk, 
and the oflicers, not to venture tlieaisflves far 
from the ships. In the course of the afternoon, 
the chief asked Captain Cook, three several 
times, if he would not go to the bathing.place ; 
and when he found, at last, that the captain 
rould not b<- prevailed upon, he went otf, with 
all his people* He was apprehensive, without 
doubt, that the design was discovered ; though 
no suspicion of it was entertained by our com- 
mander, who imagined, that the natives were 
seized with some sudden friglit, from which, 
as usual, they would Quickly recover. On one 
occasion, Captain Clerk and Mr. Gore, were in 
particular danger, A party of the-iuhabitftots, 
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SiVmed wtfh clubs, ndvanced against ttiem i 
and th«»ir safety was principally owing to 
Captain Clerk walking with a pistol in his 
hanct, which he once fired. It. was a happy 
circumstance^ that the affair was brought to 
light ; since such ascbeme could not hare been 
carried into effect, without beings in its conse* 
qiiencesi productive of much distress^ and 
calamity, to the natives. 

Seventeen months had now elapsed> since 
Captain Cooked departure from England, and 
though his time had been most proiitably era« 
ployed, during the whole of this Interval^ he 
still was sensible, that with respect to the ob^ 
ject pf his intentions, the discovery of a nor« 
them communication, between the Atlantic 
aod Pacific oceans, it was now only the com. 
znencement of his voyage. On the !2d of Jr. 
nuary, 1778, therefore, having laid in provi. 
sions, and given his attention to every thing 
that could contribute to the ultimate success 
of the expedition, he shaped the ves^sePs course 
northward. 

From this to the 29th, he discovered a 
group of islands, at several of which he stop- 
ped, for the purpose of bartering with the ioha. 
bitants. To these he gave the appellation of 
Sandwich Islands, in honour of his great fri«nd 
and patron, the Earl of Sandwich. 

On the 2d of February, our navigators pur- 
sued their course^ to the northward^ and on the 
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7tii of Marchy dlflcovered (he Ung lookied for 
coast of New Albion, on the western coast of 
North Amfrica, \ke 9hipftb«ing thenin the la* 
titude 44<> 35^ north, and in the longiCnde of 
235^ 2C/ east. Ha?ing foond an excellent inlet, 
which is called Nootka Sound, he entered it, 
for the purpose et repairing bis ships^ and on 
the 96th of April he again sailed. 

In the prosecution of the voyage to the 
north, and backa.t;ain to Xhe Sandwich Islands, 
the facts that occurred were chif 3y of a nau- 
tical kind, and it could not interest the young 
reader to detail them. It will suffice, there- 
fore^ to say, that having proceeded to the 
Straits vf Behring, which separate the conli- 
guons continents of Asia and America, be 
continued for some time to traverse the Icy 
Sea, which lies beyond them ^ he made accurate 
surveys of the coasts, which stretched east and 
west, until, at length, his further progress was 
checked, by impenetrable barriers of ice, whi^h 
extended from continent to continent in such a 
manner, as precluded all hopes of obtaining, 
at least during the present yt^ar, the grand ob- 
ject of the voyage : Indeed, the season was now 
so far advanced, and the time in which the frost 
sets 'i^ was so near at hand, that It would have 
been altogether imprudent to make any further 
attempts at finding a passage in the Atlantic. 
Om the 99th of July, therefore, the vesseU were 

1^ 
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put about, it bfin^ Capttild Cook's intention to 
pass the etisam^ winter in mailing further im* 
proTem«uts in the geography of the South Sea, 
and its numerous islands, and to return to 
tht! north, in further searcii of a passage in the 
ensuing sumtner^-^M an proposes, but it is God 
disposes^-before that period arrifed, it was th« 
fatf of our gallant and benevolent commander 
to fall in a quarrel with some of those very 
islanders, the improvement of whose conditioti 
had always been one of the first objects of his 
care. In comparison with this distressing 
evenf, all details of the voyage must appear of 
small importance ; we shall, therefore, pass 
over the intervening incidents, to relate the 
circumstances which led to, and ended in this 
catastrophe ; merely stating, that after havhtg 
discovered several more islands, belonging to 
the Sandwich group, he arrived on the 30th of 
November, 1779, at Owhyhee, the spot whem 
lie was destined to close his valuable life. 

On theL7th of December, the ships came to an 
anchor in the bay, which had been prevjously 
examined by Mr, Bligh, and which is called 
Karakakooa by the inhabitants. At this time, 
the vessels continued to be much crowded witU 
natives, and were surrounded by a multitude 
of canoes. Captain Cook, in the whole course 
of his voj'ages, had never seen so numerous 
a body of people assembled in one place, 'For, 
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betidei thoM who wtr« in thtir canoes, all the 
shoro of the. bay was corared with spectators, 
aod many hundreds were swimming roand the 
ships, like shoals of fish. Our navigators could 
not avoid being greatly impr^fs^ed with the sin- 
gularity of this scene; and, perhaps, there 
wert* few on board that now lamented the want 
of success which had attended the endeavours 
of getting homeward, the last summer by a 
norlheru passage; ^' To this disappointment,'* 
say 8 the captQin, ^^ we owed our having it in 
^ our power to revisit the Sandwich Islands, 
^^ and to enrich our voyage with a discovery, 
^' which, though the last, seemed, in many 
^^ respects, to be the most important, that had 
^^ hitherto been made by. Europeans, through- 
^^ out the extent of the r^acific Ocean.'' 

Such is the sentence that concludes our Com. 
mander's journal ; and the satisfaction with 
which this sentence appears to have been writ« 
ten, cannot but strike the mind of every reader, 
jyuile did Captain Cook then imagine, that a 
discovery, which promised to add no small 
honour to his name, and to be productive of 
ubeful consequences, should be so fatal in the 
result. Little did he think , that the island of 
Owhyhee, was destined to be the last scene of 
his exploits, and the cause of his destruction* 

During the long cruize of our navigators, off 
the island of Owhyhee, the inhabitants had 
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almoit UDiT^ntlly btbaved with grfat fairneftf 
and honesty In their dealings, and had not 
shewn the slightest propensity to thefts. But, 
after the arrival of the Resolution and Diseo* 
very in Ksrakakooa Bay, the case was gr«atly 
altered* The immense crowd that hlocked up 
every part of the ships, not only afforded fre. 
quent opportunities of pilfering, without detec- 
tion, but held out, even if they should be de. 
tected, a prospect of escaping with Impunity^ 
from the superiority of their numi^ers to (hat of 
the English. Another circumstance to which 
the alteration of the conduct of the natives 
inight be ascribed, arose from the presence and 
encouragement of their Chiefs, into whose p'os« 
session the booty might be traced, and whom 
there wss reason to suspect, of being the insti. 
gators of the depredations that were committed* 
Soon after the Resolution had gotten ihto 
|ier station, Pareea and Kaneena, two Chiefs, 
who had attached themselves to the English, 
brought on board a third Chief, named Koah, 
who was represented as being a priest, and as 
Jiaving, in his early youth, been a distinguished 
-warrior* In the evening, Captain Cook, at^ 
tended by Mr. Bay ley, and Mr. King) acconw, 
panled Koah on shore. Upon this occasion, 
the Captain was received with very pecuikr 
and extraordinary cerefoonies, indicating the 
high respe^ f nteitained for hiB)> on (he par4 
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of ih% natives, and which, iodeed, wemed to 
fall little short of adoration. 

On the ^6th of December the Captain had hft 
first interview with Terreeoboo, the king of the 
»Iand, The meeting was conducted with a 
-variety of ceremonies, among which) the custom 
f>f an exchange of names, which, among all tha 
Isiandets of the Pacifk Ocean is the strongest 
pledge of frieiidbhip, was obseryed. When the 
lormalities of the interview were over^ our 
Commander carried Terrreoboo, and as many 
Chiefs as the pinnace could hold, on board the 
Resolution. They were received, on this oc* 
casloir, with every mark of respect that could 
1^ shewn them ; and, in return for a beautiful 
and splendid feathered cloak, which the king 
Ibad bestowed on Captain Cook, the Captain 
put a linen shirt on his majesty, and girt his 
•wn hanger round him. 

. Though the kind and liberal behavrour of th^ 
natives continued without remission, Terree. 
cboo, and his Chiefs, began, at length, to he 
very inc^uisitive about the time in which our 
voyagers were to take their departure. Nor 
wilt this be deemed surprising when it is coiu 
sidered that, during sixteen days, that the 
English had been in the bay of Karakakooa, 
they had made an enormous, consumption of 
hogs and vegetables. It did not appear, how« 
ever, that Terreeoboo had any other view ip 



154 

his enquiries, than a desire of making sufficient 
preparation for dismissing our naTigators with 
presents, suitable to the respect and kindn«^ 
towards them, which he had aUays displayed.. 
For, on his being informed that they were to 
leave the island in a day or two, it was observed 
that a proclamation was immediately made 
through the villages, requiring the people to 
bring in (heir ho^s and vegetablfs, for the king 
to present to the Orono, (a tide of high honour 
givf n to CapUin Cook,) on his quitting the 
country. Accordingly, the 3d of February, 
l>eing the day preceding the time which had 
be<n lixed for the f>ailiiig of the 8hi{)s, Terree* 
oboo invited Captain Cook and Mr. King to 
attend him to the place where Kaoo resided. 
On their arrival^ they found the ground covered 
livith parcels of cloth, at a small distance from 
which lay an immense quantity of vegetables ; 
and near them was a large herd of hogs. At 
the clone 'of the >i»it, the greater part of th« 
cloth, and the whole of the hogs and vegeta- 
bles were ^iven by Terreeoboo to the Captaia 
and Mr. King, who were astonished &c the 
value and magniOcence of U^e present; for it 
far exceeded every thing of the kind which they 
had seen, either at the Friendly or Society 
Islands. Mr. King had, in so high a degree, 
conciliated the a flections, and gained the esteem 
'i>f the inbabitauts of Owbyhee, that, with x)ffers 
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et tbfi most Aaitering nature, he was strong! j 

solicited to remaio ih the coan trj. Terreeo. 

boo aod Kaoo waited upoa Captain Cook^ 

whose SOD they supposed Mr. Kiog to be, with 

a formal request that he might be left behiad. 

To avoid giTing a positiv« refusal to {in offer 

which was so kindly ioteiided, the Captain told 

them that he could not part with Mr. King, at 

that time, but that, on his return to the island 

in the next year, he would endeavour to settle 

the matter to their satisfaction. 

, £arly on the 4th of January the ships sailed out 

.of Karakakooa Bay, being followed by a large 

number of canoes. It was our Commander's 

design, before he visited the other islands, to 

£nish the survey of Owhyhee, in hopes of 

meeting with a road better sheltered than the 

bay he had jubt left.' in case of not succeed. 

;ing in this respect, he jpurposed to take a yiew 

ef the south-east part oi Mo wee, where he 

was iuformsd that he should Hud an excellent 

liar hour. 

. The circumstances which brought Captain 
Cook back to Karakakooa Bay, and the un. 
happy consequences that followed, are takea 
from Mr. Sam well's narrative of his death, it 
being now universally acknowledged to contain 
^the most complete, and authentic account of 
the melancholjT catastrophe, which, at Owhy* 
..het, befel our iliastnous navigator and 
Commander. 



' ^< On the 6ih of Febrmirj, we were e? ertakeir 
by a gale of wind, and the next night the Reio* 
lutipn hfid the misfortune of springing the bead 
pf her foremast, in such a dangerous manner, 
that Captain Cook was obliged to return ta 
Karakakooa, in order to have it repaired ; for 
ire could find no otlker convenient harbour on 
the island. The same gale had occasioned 
much distress among some canoes, that had 
paid us a Tisit from the ahoie. One of them, 
with t^vo men and a child on board, was picked 
up by the Resolution, and rescued from de* 
itruction; the men, haflog toiled hard all 
flight, in attempting to reach the land, were so 
much exhausted, that they could hardly mount 
the ship^s side. When th^y got upon the 
quarter-deck, they burst into tears, and aeem- 
ed'much affected with the dangerpus situatioa 
ifrom which they had escaped ; but the little 
child appeared lively and cheerful. One of th« 
Resolution's boats was aUo so fortunate as to 
saTe a man and two women, whose canoe had 
|>een upset by the violence of the wates. They 
-were broqght on board, and,' with the others, 
partook of the j^indness and humanity of 
Captain Cook. 

'^^ On the morning of Wednesday^ the lOth^ 
ve were within n, lew miles of the harbour, 
and were soon joined by several canoes, in 
which appeared many of our old acquaintaoces, 
who came tp welcome us back« Among theja^ 
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If as Koah, « priest ; h« had broDght* a small 

pig, and seme cocoa. nots in his hand, whieh, 

after having chaunted a few sentences, he pre* 

seated to Captain CWrk. He then left us, and 

hastened on board the Resolution, to peHform 

the same friendlx ceremonj before Captain 

Cook. Having but light winds all that day, 

we could not gain the harbour. In the after*., 

noon, a Chief of the first rank, and nearly re. 

lated to Terreeoboo, paid us a visit pn board 

the Discovery, His name was Kameamea : he 

was dressed in a very rich feathered cloak, 

which he seemed to hafe brought for sale, but 

would part with it for nothing, except IroH 

daggers. These the Chiefs some time before 

our departure, had preferred to every other 

article ; for, having received a plentiful supply 

of hatchets, and other tools, they began to coU 

lect a store of warlike iqstruments. K^ameame^ 

procured nine daggers for his cloak; and, being 

pleased with his reception, he and his attei^ 

dants slept pn board that night. 

^ In the morning of the 1 Ith of Febroary, 
the ships anchored again in Kacakakooa bay ; 
and preparation was immediately made for 
landing the Resolution's foremast. We were 
visited by few of the Indians, because there 
were but few in the bay. On our departure, 
those belonging to other parts, had repaired to 
their several habitations, and were again to 
xoilect from varioi^s f^aarters^ before we couLd^ 
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^kpect to be sarroanded by toch milltitadefy 
as we had once seen in that harbour. 

^^ The next day, February the 12th, the ships 
were put under a taboo, by the Chiefs, a so. 
lemnity, irseems, that was requisite to be 6b« 
8er?e4 before Terreeoboo, the king, paid his 
first visit to Captain Cook, after his retdrn. 
He waited upon him the same duy^ on board 
the Resolution, attended by a large train^ 
some of which bore the presents designed for 
Captain Cook, who received him' in his usual 
friendly manner, and gave him several articles 
in return. This amicable ceremony being set- 
tled, the taboo was dissolved: matters wept 
oo in the usual train ; and.the next day, Fe- 
bruary the 13th, we were visited by the natives 
in great numbers : the Resolution's mast was 
lauded,, and the astronomical observatories 
erected on their former situation. 1 landed, 
with another gentleman, at the town of &ava- 
roah, where we found a great qumber of ca« 
noes, just arriv«$d from different parts of the 
island, and the Indians busy In constructing 
temporary huts on the beach, foi: their resi- 
dence during the stay of the ships* On our 
return on board the Discovery, we learned 
that aiii Indian had been detected iu stealhig . 
the armourer's; tongs trom the forge, for which 
hts received a pcetty severe flogging, and was 
.sent out pf the ship. Notwithstandiag the ex- 
ample made of tliis man, in the aftejrnQttn 



another had the audacity to snatch tha tong^ji 
and a chisel from the same, place, with which 
lie jumped OTerboard, and swam for the shore. 
The master, and a midshipman were instantly 
dispatched after him in 'the small cutter. The 
Indian seeing himself pursued, made for a ca- 
noe ; his countrymen took him on board, and 
paddled, as swiftly as they could, towards the 
shore; we fired serpral muslCets at them, but 
to no effect, for they soon got out of the reach 
of our shot. Pareah^ who was at that time on 
board the Discovery, understanding what had 
happened, immediately went ashore, promising 
to bring back, the stolen goods. Our'boat was 
so far distanced, in chasing the canoe which 
had taken the thief on board, that he had time 
to make his escape into the country. As the 
'master was approaching the landing place, he 
^as met by some of the Indians in a canoe y 
they had brdught back the tongs and chisel, 
together with another article, that we had not 
missed, which happened to be. the lid of the 
water. cask. Ila?ing recovered these things, 
he ^as returning on board, when he was met 
by the Resolution's pinnace, with five men in 
her, who, without any orders, had come from 
the observatories to his assistai*ce. Being thus 
nnexpcctedly reinforced^, he thought himself 
strong enough to insist upon having the thief, 
or the canoe which took him in, delivered up, 
as reprisals. With that view he turned back ^ 
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mnd baling fovncl th« canoe on the beach, fie 
was preparing to launch it into the water wheti 
Pareah made his appearance, and insisted apoa 
his not taking it away, as it was his property. 
The officer not regarding him, the Chief seized 
npon him, pinioned his arms behind, and held 
liini by the hair of his head ; on which, one of 
the sailors strack him with an oar; Fart*ah in- 
stantly quitted the officer, snatched the oar out 
of the man's liand, and snapped it in two across 
his knee. At length tlie m altitude begaii to 
attack our people with stones. ■ They mad« 
some resistance, but were soon overpowered^ 
and obliged to swim for safety to the small cuu 
ter, which lay further out; than the pinnace. — 
The officers, pot being expert swimmers, re. 
treated to a small rock in the water, where 
they were closely pursued by the Indians. One 
fnan darted a broken oar at the master, bvt hts 
foot flipping at the time, he mUsed htm, whick 
fortunately saved that o^icer^a life. At last| 
Pareah interfered, and put an end to their vio. 
lence. The i^entlemen knowing that his pre- 
sence was their only defence against the fury 
of the natives, entreated him to ^tay witj^ them, 
till they could get off in the boats; but that he 
refused, and \eit them. The master went to 
aeek assistance from the party at the observato- 
ries; but the midahipman chose to remain in the 
pinnace. He was \ery rudely treated by the 
mob, who plundered the boat of every thing 
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tkat waft looM on board, and then began to 
knock her to pieces, for the sake of the iron* 
work ; bot Pareah fortunately returned in time 
to prevent her destruction. He had . met the 
oth«^ gentleman on his way to the observatories, 
and, suspecting kts errand^ had forced him to 
return. He dispersed the crowd again, and 
desired the gentlemen to return on board : they 
represented that all the oars had been taken out 
of the boat; on which he brought name of them 
back, and the gentlemen were glad to get off 
without further molestation. They had not 
proceeded far before they were overtaken by 
Pareah, in a canoe- a he delivered the mhlshtp* 
'man's cap, which* had been tafc^n from him in 
the scuffle, joined noses with them, in token of 
reconciliation^ and was anxious to know if 
Captain Cook ivoold kill' him for what had 
happened. They assured him of the contrary^ 
and road« signs of friendship to him in return, 
lie then left them, and paddled over to the town 
of Kavaroah, and that was the last time we evt- r 
saw him. Captain Cook returned on board 
soon alfter, much displeased with tl^e whole of 
this disagreeable business ; ao(]) the same night, 
sent a lieutenant on board the Discovery^ 4o 
learn the particulars of it, as i^, had origiuated 
in that ship. 

^ It was remarkable, that in the midst of the 
harry and confusion attending this affair. 
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Kaneena, (a Chiefs who had alwajri been pa 
terms particularly friendly with us) came from 
the spot where it happt*ned, with a hog, to sell 
on l>oard the Discovery : it was of an extraor- 
dinary targe size^ and he demanded for it a 
pahowa, or dagger, of aii uniisual length. He 
pointej ((^ us, that it must be as long as his arm. 
Captain Clerk not having one of that length, 
told him he would get one made for him by the 
mortuug; with which being satisfied, h«* left the 
Iiog^ and weiit asliore without making any stay 
with us. Tliose who were on duty at the 
observatories were di«vturbed, during the night, 
with shrill and melandioly sounds, issuing from 
the adjacent vi I lagf*s, which they took io be 
the lamenjtalions of the women. Perhaps (he 
quarrel between us might have filled their 
minds With apprehension for the safety of their 
husbands : but, he that as it may, their moorn^ 
ful cries struck the sentcuels with unusual awe 
aud terror.^ 

" To widen the breach between us, some of 
the Indians, in tl\e nighr, took away 'the Disco* 
very's large cutter, wiiich lay >wamped at the 
buoy of one of her anchors: they had carried 
her olf so quietly tliat we did not miss her till 
the morning, Sunday, February the I4th.— 
Captaiii Clerk lost no time in waiting upon 
Captain Cook, to acquaint him with the acci. 
deui: hi! rt^turned on board, with orders for the 



Ismich and eatter to go, under the command 
of the Sercaid Lieutenant, and lie off the east 
point of the bay, in order to interci*pt all ca* 
■o«s that might attempt to get out ; and, if he 
Itund it ni-cessary, to fire upon them. At the 
fame time, the Third Lieutenant of the Reso- 
lotion, with the launch and small cotter was 
sent on the same service, to the opposite point 
of the bay ; and the master was dispatched in a 
large cutter, in pursuit of a double canoe, al. 
leady under sail, makiiig the best of her way • 
out of the barbonr. He soon came up with 
her, 9nd by firing a few muskets, drove her on 
ahoTie, and the Indians left h^r : this happened 
to beth^ canoe of OniHi, a man who bore the 
title of Orono. He was on board himself, ancl 
It would have been fortunate if unr peoi>le had 
iecored him, for bis person was held as sacred 
as that of the king. During this time, Captain 
Cook was preparing to go ashore himself, at 
.the town of Kavaroah, in order to secure the 
person of Terrreoboo, before he should have 
time to withdraw himself to another part of the 
iataad, out of our reach. This appeared the 
most effectual step that could be taken, on the 
present occasion, for the recovery of the boat. 
It was the measure he had invariably pursued, 
ID similar cases, at other inlands in these seas, 
and it had always been attended with the desired 
success: in fact, it would be ditiicvilt to point 
out any other mode of proceeding on these 
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•m^rgencleii so likrlj to attain the object in 
view. We had reason to isoppo8« that the king 
and his attendants had tied when the alarm was 
first given ; in that^ase, it was Captain Cook's 
intention to secure the large canoes which were 
liaoled up on the beach. He left the ship 
about seven o'clock^ attended by the lieutenant 
of marines, a serj^nt, corporal, and seven 
private men : the pinnace's crf^w were also arm- 
ed, and under the command of Mr. Roberts. 
As they rowed towards the shore« Captain Cook 
ordered the launch to leave her station at the 
west point of the bay, in order to assist his own 
boat. This Is a circumstance worthy of notice, 
for it clearly shews that he was not unappre. 
hensive of meeting with resistance from the 
natives, or unmindful of the necessary steps 
for the safety of himself and his people, jle 
landed, wHh the marines, at the upper end of 
the town of Kavaroah ; the Indians immedi. 
ately flocked round, as usual, and shewed him 
the customary marks of respect, by prostrating 
themselves before him. 1 here were no signs 
of hostilities, or much alarm among them. 
Captain Cook, however, did not seem willing 
to trust (o appearances; but was particularly 
attentive to the disposition of the marines, and 
to have them kept clear of the crowd. He 
lirst enquired for the king's sons, two youths 
who wttre.much attached to him, and generally 
bis comp|in|ons m board. Messebgers being 



164 

Pfini tor them^ th(*y soon came (o hlm^ attd rtt. 
ft)rming him that thrir fathor was asleep* at it 
house not far from them, he accompfiPii*d then\ 
thither, ami t6ok !h(- mari'.ies along n^lth him* 
' As he pas^od aldog, the natives every whera 
I prostrated themselves before him, and seemed 
' to have lost uo pirt of that ri^spect they had 
[ always she \«n to his person. He was joiuv,d 
by sevoral Chiefs, amo!»g whom was K.aneena, 
and his br'jHKT Koohowrooah. They kept 
th^ crowt] In ord^r, accordinsr to their usual 
f custom ; riMo^ being ignorant of his intention in 
cominj^ on shofe,^ frpquer.lly askerl him if he 
wanted any ho2S, or oth#'r provisions : he told 
them that he did not, und that his business was 
to see the iiing, Wji< n he arrived at the house, 
he ordereii some of ihe IiKiians to go in, and 
inform Terreeoboo that bewailed without to 
speak with him. They came out two or three 
times, and, ins^tead of returning any answer 
from the king, presented some pieces of. red 
cloth to him, which made Captain Cook sus<' 
ppct that he was not in the house ; he, there- 
fore, 4estred the Jieutenani of the marines to 
^0 in. The lieutenant found the old man just 
awaked from sleep, and seemingly alarmed at 
the metfsa(;e : but he came out without hesi. 
lation. Captain Cook took him by the hand, 
and, in a friendly manner, asked him to go on 
board, to which he very readily consented.-— 
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Thus far matters app*»ared in a favourabl** train, 
and (he natives did not seem much alarmed, 
or apprehensive qf hostility on our side ; at 
which Captain Cook expressed himself a little 
surprised, saying, that as the inhabitants of 
that town appeared innocent of stealing the 
cutter, he shc^uld not molest them, but that he 
must get the king on board. Terreeoboo sat 
down before his door, and was surrounded by 
a great crowd t Kaneena and his brother were 
both very active in keeping order among them. 
In a little time, however, the Indiums were 
observed arming themselves with long spears, 
clubs, and daggers, and putting on thick mats, 
which they us)e as armour. The hostile ap- 
pearance increased, and became more alarm, 
ing on the arrival of two men in a canoe, from 
the opposite side of the bay, with the news of a 
Chief, called Kareemoo, having been killed by 
one of the Discovery's boats. In their passage 
across, they had also delivered this account to 
each of the ships. Upon that information, the 
women, who were sitting upon the beach at 
their breakfast, and conversing familiarly with 
our people in the boats, retired, and a confused 
murmur spread through the crowd. An old 
priest came to Captain Cook, with a cocoa.nat 
in his hand, which he held oUt to him as a pr&. 
sent, at the same time, singing very loud, lie 
was often desired to be silent, but in vaia: he 
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continued iiDportunate and troublesome, and 
J* ' there was no such thins; as geHing rid of him 
* or Ms noise: it seemt^d'as if he meant to di- 
^ vert their attention from his countrymen, who 
-were growing more tumultuous, and arming 
. themselves in every quarter. Captain Cook, 
'^i being at the same time surrouided by a great 
'^; crowd, thought his situation rather hazardous : 
'^ he, therefore, ordered the lieutenant of marines 
y\ to march his small party to the water-side, 
irhere the boats lay within a few yards of the 
shore : the Indians readHy made a lane for 
them to pass, and did not offer to interrupt 
t them. The distance they had to go might be 
J I about fifty or sixty yards ; Captain Cook fol- 
lowed, having hold of Terreeoboo's hand, who 
accompanied him very willingly: he was at- 
tended by his wife, two sons, and several Chiefs,' 
The troublesome old priest. followed, making 
the same savage noise. Keowa, the younger 
son, went directly into the pinnace, expecting 
his father to follow; but jiist as he arrived at 
j the water.side, his wife threw her arms about 
his neck, and, with the assistance of two Chiefs, 
forced him to sit down by the side of a double 
canoe. Captain Cook expostulated with them, 
but to no purpose ; they would not suffer the 
king to proceed, telling him that he would be 
pot to death, if he went on board the ship. 
Terreeoboo, whose conduct seemed entirei/ 
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resigned fo the will of others, bung down his 
hear!, and appeared much distressed. 

^^ While the king was in this situation, a 
Chief, well known to us, of the name of Coho,~ 
Was observed larking near, with an irondagg«>r, 
partly concealed under his cloak, seenriingly, 
with the intention of stabbing Capt. Cook, or 
the lieutenant of the marines. The latter pro. 
posed to fire at him, but Capt. Cook would not 
permit it. Coho closing upon them, obligf^d the 
ofHcer to strike him with his piece, which matte 
him retire. Another Indian laid hold of the 
serjpant's musket, and endeavopred to wrench 
it from him ; but was prevented by the lieute- 
nant's making a blow, at him. — Captain Cook, 
seeing the tumult increase, and the Indians 
growing more dating and resolute, observed that 
if he were to'take the king oif by force, he could 
not do it without sacriQcing the lives of many 
of his people. He then paused a little, and was 
on the point of giving his orders to leimbark, 
when a man thre^ a stone at him, which he 
returned with a discharge of small shot, (with 
which one barrel of his double piece was ioad« 
<d.) The man, having a thick mat before him, 
received little or no hurt : he brandished his 
spear, and threatened to dart it at Capt. Cook, 
who, being still unwilling to take away his life, 
instead of firing with ball, knocked him down 
'with his musket. He expostulated strongly 



with the roost forward of the Crowd, upon 

their furbaleAt behaviottr. He had gi?ea up 

all thoughts of getting the king on board, as 

it appeared impracticable ; and his care was 

then only to act oo the defensive, and to secure 

a safe embarkation for hi!» small party, which 

was closely pressf'd by a body of several thou-^ 

sand people. Keowa, the king's son, who 

was in the pinnace, being alarmed on hearing 

the first firing, was, at his own entreaty, pat 

on shore again ; for even at thai time, Mr* 

Roberts, who commanded her, did not ^ppre- 

' head that Captain Cook's person. was in any 

danger ; otherwise he would have detained 

the prince, which, no doubt, would have been 

a great check to the Indians^ One man was 

observed liehiad a double canoe, in the act 

of darting his spear at Captain Cook, who was 

forced to fire at him, in his own defence, but 

happened to kill another close to him, equally 

forward in the tumult : the serjeant observing 

that he had missed the man he aimed at, re-^ 

ceived orders to fire at him, which he did, 

and killed him. By this time, the impetuosity 

of the Indians wa^ somewhat repressed ^ they 

fell back in a body, and seemed staggered s 

but being pushed on by those behind, they re. 

turned to the charge, and poured a volley of 

stones among the marines, who without wait. 

ing for orders, returned it with a general dts- 

eluii|;e of musquctryi which was instantly 
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followed by a firi» from the b<^ftfs. At this 

Capraiii Cook was heani to express his asto- 

uishmnnt ; he waved his hand to the, boats, 

calhd to them to cease firing, and to com-. 

nearer in to rt-ceive the niarines* Mr. Roberts 

immt'diately brought the pinnace an close to the 

shore as he could, without grounding, not)«ith« 

.sCauding the showers of stones that fell amoti^ 

the people : but ■■, the lieuteuant who corr- 

manded in the launch, instead of pulling iu 

to tiie assistance of Captain Cook, withdrew 

his boat farther off, at the moment that every 

thing seems to have depended upon the timety 

exertions of those in the boats. By hts own 

a«couut, he mistook the signal : but be that as 

it may, this circuipst^nce appt^ars to me, td 

have decided the fatal tarn of the affair, and 

to have removed every chance which remained 

with Captain Cook of escapii\g with hit 

life. The business of saving the marines 

out of the water, \n consequence of that, 

fell altogether upon the pinnace ; which 

thereby became so crowded, that the crew 

were, in a great measur«», prevented from using 

their fire-arroa, or giving what as&istance they 

otherwise might have done to Captain Cook; 

so that he seems at the most critical point of. 

time, to have wanted the assistance of both 

boats, owing to the removal of the launch* 

For, notwithstanding they kept up a fire on the 

crowd, from the sUufttiou to which Ihej re> 
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mWd fn that boat, the fatal confusion wliich 

ensued on her being withdrawn, to say the 

least of it, must hav« prevent(>d the full effect, 

that the prompt co-operation of the twoboat^, 

according to Captain Cook's orders, must have 

h»d, towards the preservation of himself and 

his people. At that time, it was to the boats 

ah>n<^, that Captain Cook had to look for his 

safety ; for when the inaiines had fired, the 

Indians ru^he(i among them^ and forced them 

into the water, where four of them were killed : 

their Heutenant WHS wounded, but fortunately 

escaped, and was taken up by tiie pinnace,— 

Captain Cook was then the only one remaining 

on the rock ; he was observed making for the 

pinnace, holding his left hand against the back 

of his head, to guaid it from the stones, and 

carrying his musket under the other arm. An 

Indian was sti'en following him, but with caution 

and timidity ; for he stopped once or twice, 

as if uiidelermined to proceed. At last he 

advanced upon him unawares, and with a. 

large club, or common stake, gave him a blow 

on the back of (be head, and then precipitately 

r^treat^d. The stroke seemed to have stunned 

Captain Cook ; be staggered a few paces, 

then fell on his hand, and on one knee, and 

c^ropped his musket. As he was rising, and 

before he could rf cover his feet, another Indian 

stnbbtd him id theback of the neck, with an 

iron dbgi;er« He then fell into a bite of 



water, aboot knee deep, where others crowded 
iipoQ*him^ aad eodeMonred to keep him onder; 
but Btroggling letj strongfy with them, be got 
his head ap, and casting a look towards the 
pinnace, seemed to solicit assistance. Though 
the boat was not abote five or six yards distant 
from him, yet from the crowded and confosed 
state of the crevr, it se«*m8 it was not in their 
power to sa^e him. The Indians got him 
nndar again, bot in a deeper water: he was 
howeTf»r, able to get his hi*ad up once more, 
and being almost spent in the struggle, he na^ 
t a rally turned to the rock, and was endeaTottr- 
ing to support himself bj it, when a,saTsge 
gave him a blow with a club and he was stfen 
aiiTe no more. They hauled him up lifeless 
op the rocks, where they seemed to take a 
savage pleasure in using every barbarity to his 
dead body-, snatciiing the daggers out of each 
other's hands, to have the horrid satisfaction 
of piercing the fallen victim of their barbarous 
rage. 

*' The fatal event hjipppned at ei^ht o'clock 
in the morning, about an hour after Captain 
Cook land<f(l. it did not seem that the king, 
or his sons n(>re witntesses to it ; but it is sup« 
posed that titpy withdrew in the midst of the 
tumult. The principal actbrs were the other 
Chiefs, many of them the king's relations and 
attendants ; the niafi who stabbed hioi withtbo 
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ilagg<»r was Called Nooah ; be was stout and fall, 
'With a H^rre look and demeanour, and untied 
in his figure the two qualities of strength and 
agility, in a greater df gree, than e?er I rememi* 
bM* to have seen before, in any other man. 
His age mj^ht be about thirty, and by the white 
scqrf on his skin, and his sore eyes, he appear, 
ed fo be a hard drinker of ka?a. He was a 
cooBtant companion of the king, wjth whom ( 
first saw him, when he paid a visit to Captain 
Cierk. The Chief who first struck Captaiu 
Cook with the club, was called Karimauocraha, 
but I did not know him then by his name. 
When t'he boats left the shore, the Indians car. 
ri'ed away the dead body of Captain Cook, and 
Iho&e of the marines, to the rising ground, at 
the back of the town, wiiere we could plainly 
see (hem with our glasses from the ships.'* 

In consequence of the barbarity which they 
exercised upon the dead body of Captain Cook,^ 
the whole of his remains could not be recovered. 
For though every exertion was made for that 
purpose, though negociations and threatenings^ 
were alternately employed, little more than 
the principal part of his bones (and that wilii 
great difiiculty) could be procured. By the 
possession of them, our navigators were ena^ 
blt'd to perform the last offices to the iic eminent 
and unfortunate commander. The bones hav« 
iiig been put into a coffin, and the service being 
redid overlhem^ th^y were committed to the deep, 

«3 
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OB theSUt, with the usual militarj booourt. 
What were the feelings of the companies of 
.both the ships, on this occasiou, must be left 
to the world to conceive; foe those who were 
present know that it is not in the power of any 
pen to express them. 

lu this melancholy manner, was- closed the 

life of our illubtrious commander. It had been 

devoted to the service of his fell ovr, creatures, 

and the Almighty had eminently blessed him, 

by making'him the instrument of such exten. 

sive usefuliioss ; honours and rewards awaited 

him at home ; bnt these, it was not the will of 

Providence, he should ri-turn to enjoy ; he had 

lived, however, s^uKiciently long to deserve, and 

to obtain, the approbation of the wise and ' 

gpod, not only of bi9 own times, but of the 

latest posterity, I^et the youpg reader, there-* 

forf, always remember the lesson which this 

narrative is intended to inculcate, that in these 

countries ai| humble birth is no bar Co a man's 

advancement to the highest distinction in his 

professioo ; that industry, and a good charac. 

tf r, arc always fiure of being respected and re<r 

warded, an<l, if united to good abilities, m^, 

under Providence, lead their possessor to be 

ranked, like Captain Coo)(^ amongst the bene. 

factors of maakind. 

1 Ue further progress of the voyage does not 
Wl within the design of this narrative. It will 
be «nougi^ ^o mention that the ships having; 
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Again ad? aoced/throQgh Behrliig'iStraitSy found 
any adfance. completely barred^ as before^ by 
the ice, aod were thus obiigedto renounca the 
^ope of accompUshiog this way a passage te 
the Atlantic, and that their commanders made 
aail for Europe^ and cast anchor at the Nore, 
4>n the 4th of October, 1780, after an absence 
of four years, two months, and twenty^two 
days. It deserves, also, to be mentioned, that 
the Court of France, with which nation England 
was then at war, issued an order, equally 
faonottiable to itself, and to our navigators, 
that the i discoveries in which the latter had 
been engaged, being equally useful to all na* 
tions, it was the King's pleasure, that his o& 
eers should not molest, or endeavour to inter, 
cept them on their return, but, on the contrary^ , 
nender them all the assistance of which they 
might stand in need* 

The character of Captain Cook has been 
drawn by teveral who JLoew him well, and had 
pecaliar opportunities of observing him in all 
f ittuitions ; we shall select from the number, 
those which were written by two of his brother 
officers, who were with hm at the period of 
ills d4>ath. s -^ 

>^ The. constitution of bis body, (says Capt. 
^^ King)) was robust, inured to labour, and 
^V capable of undergoing the seyerest hard. 
^' ships. His stomach bore, without difficulty, 
*^ U^e coarsest and most ungrateful.food; great 
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^< Iras tlM indiference with witich b« liibmitte^ 

'^< to cverj kind of telf-denlal. The quaUliea 
** of his mind were of the same hff rdj, figoroua 
^^ kind with those of his body. Hh under. 

^' standi nrg was strong and clear. His judg. 
^^ ment, in whatever related to the services ha 
^^ was engaged in, qnictc and sure. His designs 
*^ Were bold and manly; ^nd both in (he con- 

^^ ception, and, in the mode of execution, bore 
'^ evident marks of a great original genius. 

' ^' His courage was cool and determined, and 

r^^ accompanied with an admirable presence of 
^ mind, in the moment of danger. His moiit 
^* distinguishing characteristic, howefer, was 
^^ unremitting perseverance in the pursuit of 
^^ h|s object. His temper might, perhaps, ha?e 
'^^ been justly blamed, as subject to hastiness 

^^ and passion, had tiot these been disarmed 
*^ by a disposition the most benevolent attd 
•' humane.'^ 

' ** He was a modest man, (says Mr. San^well,) 
^^ and rather bashful ; of an agreeable lively 

^^conversation, sensible, and intelligent. In 

[ ^ his temper he was somewhat hasty, but 6t a 
<( disposition the most friendly, benevolent^ 
*^ and humane. His person was above six feet 
*^ high, and, though a good looking man, he 
^^ was plain, both in his address and appea.rence« 
^^ His head was smfall; his hair which was a, 
^^ dark brown^ he ^ore tied behind. His face 
f' was full of expression'; his nose eiceedingly 



^^ wcU fhaptd ; hU tfes, wUcb wen imally 
^< and of a brown casty.wero qakk and piero. 
<^ log ; hit eye-brow » promiaeot, which gave 
<^ his ei^untenance altogether an air of austeritj* 
^^ Hf was beloved by his people, who looked 
<' up to him as to a fatherland obeyed his com* 
^^ mandi with alacrity. The confidence we 
^^ placed In him was unremitting ; our admi- 
^^ ration of his great talents unbounded ; our 
^^ esteem for his good qualities, affectionate 
^^ and stncene. 

^^ He was remarkably distinguished for the 
*^ aetifity of his ninds it ^wa8 that which 
^^ enabled him to pay an unwearied attention 
*^ to every object of the service. • The strict 
<< economy he observed in the expenditure of 
^^ the ship's stores, and the unremitting care he 
^^ employed for the preservation of the health 
^^ of his people, were the oauses that enabled 
^' him to prosecute discoveries in remote parts 
^' of the globe, for such a length of time 
*< as bad been deemed impracticable by former 
^< navigators* The method he discovered for 
*^ preserving the health of seamen in long voy-* 
<^ ages will transmit his name to posterity, as the 
^^ friend and benefaetor of mankind ; the sue 
^< cess which attended it, ajflforded this truly 
^^ great man more satisfaction than the distin* 
*^ guished fame, that attended his discoveries* 

^< England has been unanimous In her tribute 
^^ of applause |o l^is virtues, and all ]Bi|r«>pe hM 



lis 

^^ borii# testimoiiy ' to his merit. ' Th^re is 
^ hftrdlj a comer of the earth, hovre?er remote 
^ and savage, that will not long remember his 
/^ beoeyblence and homanify. The gratt^fal 
'* Indian, iu time to come, pointing to the herds 
^^ grazing upon his fertile plains, will relate to 
^ his children, by whom the first stocis of them 
^^ was introduced into the country ; and the nani« 
^^ of Cook will be remembered among those 
^* benign spirits, whom they honour as the pro. 
^* moters of every good, and the instruments of 
** «?ery blessing." 

When 'the news was brought to England that 
her illustrious navigator was no more, nothing 
could equal the regret which hts death exdfed, 
or the honours which were paid to his memory : 
they werQ such as his merit deserved; the 
Royal Society of London, to which he had been 
such a credif, testified their admiration of his 
character and services, by a peculiar mark of 
respect; a medal was struck to commemorate 
his name and eiploits, td which the members 
eagerly subscribed, and the gold impressions 
which were presented to the King of France, 
OD account of the protection granted by him to 
the ships, and to the Empress of Rusbia, in 
vrhoSe dominions he had been treated with 
friendship and kindness, were received by both 
monarchs as a most flattering distinction. 

Nor was the'lmportant object of providing 
4»f hi> family forgotten : soon after iLt 
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!ntp)li^nce •rrivnl of hii nDforisnate tlpceaie,' 
his late Majesty who had been IhrDOghoot, the 
muiiigcent patron of Captain C»oli*> expedition, 
Bi>ij now considered his widow, and childran 
an a legacy kft to his countiy, was pleased to 
grant lbs former £100 a year, and to each of 
lh« three latter £%b a year. Besides thtu, 
aiiothfr occasion was afterwards seized of con- 
ferring a substantial benefit on the Captain's 
family. The charts and plates, belonging to 
the Toyage to the Pacific Ocean, ^ere provided 
at theexp»nse of Government; the coo sequence 
of which was, that a large profit accrued froia 
the sale of (he publication. Of this profit, 
half was coDSigrifd, in t/ast, to Sir Hugb 
Palliger, and Mr. Stephens, to b« applied to 
the use of Mrs. Cook, during her natural lir«i« 
• and afterwards to be divided between her 
children. 
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